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■ a By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 

EAT CHILDREN are more like- 
ly to develop cancer in adult life. 
_ The risk increases with every ex- 

tra chocolate bar, or its calorie 
equivalent, eaten each day. 

Tire finding, based on a 
unique study of the nation’s 
health and diet winch started in 
the Thirties, offers a possible ex- 
planation for the increase in. 
cancer which now affects one in 
three of the population: that we 
are getting bigger. Cases of can- 
cer hav e risen 30 per cent among 
' women and 21 per cent among 

- .jj men between 1979 and 1991 and 

• this is vmiv partly explained by the 
ageing of the population. 

Latest figures published yes- 

• terday show that cancer has 
overtaken heart disease to be- 

- come Britain’s biggest killer. 

Nearly 9,000 more people died 

from cancer than from heart dis- 
' . ease io 1996, according to the 
£ Cancer Research Campaign. 

. Success in combating heart 
disease deaths from which have 
fallen sharply, has highlighted 
slower progress in tackling can- 
cer; chiefly because of the dif- 
ficulty of persuading people 
A not to. smoke - especially the 

• young and women. 

In another development yes- 
terday. iung-cancer sufferers 
: seeking compensation from to- 
■ --hacco^Hanufucturers scored a 
- significant advance when, the 
High Gqert lifted gagging orders 
^ cm tht plaintiffs and ruled that 

they wpt^d not be liable for 
huge legs# costs il they lost. 

is the chief cause of 
, 1 cancer and outweighs all other 

. " caused But the study of chil- 
dren's diets, published in the 
r; : British Medical Journal, shows 
that tix* quantity of calories eat- 
‘ * en affects the risk of develop- 

■" ing cancers other than those 
: related lb smoking. 

_ V Almost 4,000 children whose 
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Ruud awakening for Chelsea’s sex symbol: did he jump or was he pushed? 


diets were closely monitored in 
the late Thirties were followed up 
for 60 years. One in 20 had died 
of cancer and the risk was high- 
est among those who ate most as 
children. For each extra mega- 
joule- 239 calories -eaten dai- 
ly, the risk rose 20 per cent for 
non-snoking-rel ated cancers, al- 
lowing for other factors such as 
income and social class. A mega- 
joule is about a tenth of the av- 
erage adult daily diet, equivalent 
to a chocolate bar, a ham sand- 
wich or a piece of cake. 

The finding reinforces the 
message that overeating in 
childhood carries long-term 
risks. But researchers from the 
University of Bristol, who car- 
ried out the study, warned that 
it should not be taken to mean 
food was bad for health. 

Stephen Fxankd, professor of 
public health medicine, who led 
the research team, said: “At any 
age the individual risk of getting 
one of these non-smoking relat- 
ed cancers is small. This re- 
search shows there is a relation 
between energy intake and the 
risk of cancer and that is impor- 
tant in understanding the caus- 
es of cancer.’’ 

Tall people are already 
known to be at greater risk from 
cancer and average heights - 
and girths — have been in- 
creasing over the past 50 years 
with improving diet. Obesity has 
doubled since 1980. Research 
on anim als has shown that re- 
stricting calorie intake slows the 
biological changes associated 
with cancer and ageing. 

Cancer is triggered by a ge- 
netic mutation which causes 
the cells to multiply out of con- 
trol and children who eat less 
may be at lower risk because 
they grow more slowly. Profes- 
sor Frankel said: “If there is 
more of you there is more 
chance of one of these unwel- 
come mutations occurring. The 
simple fact that the cells are 
growing more slowly reduces 
the chance of genetic changes.” 

But, he said: “Within each 
income band, the more you eat 
the greater the likelihood of 
cancer. That holds as long as 
you are eating enough. No one 
is recommending starvation. 




Ruud Guiilit: joined the London club In 1996 and is said to be ‘astounded* by yesterday’s decision to replace him 
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Vialli ousts Gullit in battle of .Stamford Bridge 


By Glenn Moore 

THE MOST famous dreadlocks in England were 
yesterday given the chop and replaced by a shaven 
Italian pate after Chelsea Football Club claimed 
to have run out of patience with Ruud Gullit. 

The glamorous Dutchman, who has restored 
Chelsea’s reputation as football’s most fashion- 
able team, was relieved of his duties as player- 
manager after negotiations to extend his contract 
beyond this summer apparently foundered over 
pay and conditions. 

Gullit, however, denied the club’s version of 
events - which suggested he abruptly walked out 


when told of the move - and claimed he not only 
found out about the derision from the media but 
had always intended to resign. 

Gianluca Vialli, the Italian striker, has been 
appointed player-manager with immediate effect 
Gullit 35, will continue to be paid until July but 
will take no further part in the dub's season which 
is reaching a crucial stage. 

The decision stunned the football world. Gul- 
lit, who bad never managed before, has been a 
great success at a club whose self-image has nev- 
er been matched by its achievements. Last May, 
he steered Chelsea to victory in the FA Cup fi- 
nal, their first major honour since 1971, and aL 


present they are second in the Premiership, have 
reached the quarter-finals of European Cup-Win- 
ners' Cup. and play in the Coca-Cola Cup semi- 
finals on Wednesday. 

Chelsea said the timing of the move was forced 
upon them by the need to avoid managerial un- 
certainty affecting next season's plans. The club 
said it had been negotiating for three months but 
Gullit's pay demands were way in excess of what 
it was prepared to pay. Gullit, who has called a 
press conference for this morning, said there had 
only been one, amicable, meeting and he was “as- 
tounded” by the decision. 

The choice of successor will not have helped. 


Though Gullit signed Vialli in July 1996, their 
relationship deteriorated with Vialli frequently 
omitted from the team. Yesterday Vtallf said his 
first task was to improve morale and restore “hon- 
esty” in communications. 

Gullit arrived in England in the summer nf 
1995, signed by Gleim Hoddle, then manager of 
Chelsea, now the England coach. 

He was revered as one of the best players the 
game has ever seen and his arrival epitomised 
the English game's recovery from the dark days 
of hooliganism to its current fashionable status. 
He was appointed manager when Hoddle left lc? 
take over the England job. Sport, page 30 


Pinter and Hume lead assault 
on plans for war in the Gulf 


Friday the 13th - but 
worse is to come 


By Colin Brown 

Political Correspondent 


HAROLD PINTER last night 
delivered a stinging attack on 
Tony Blair and Bill Clinton 
over the threatened war against 
Saddam Hussein, claiming the 
US President had “killed thou- 
sands of children” by sanctions 
and accusing the Cabinet of be- 
ing excited by the prospect of 
dropping ‘'big bombs” on Iraq. 

The playwright led mount- 
ing opposition to war in the Gulf 
at a meeting of dissident 
Labour MPfcat Westminster, as 
Cardinal Basil Hume, the 
leader of the Catholic Church 
in England and Wiles, released 
a letter to Mr Blair expressing 
“strong doubts” over whether 
mili tary targets could be hit 
without causing “dispropor- 
tionate hann”. 


Mr Pinter, a long-term crit- 
ic of American aggression, told 
The Independent that the close 
Anglo-American relationship 
forged between Mr Blair and 
Mr Clinton was “shameful and 
pathetic”. He said: “The USA 
is a monster. It’s actually the 
USA that needs to be stopped. 

“Everyone knows that war is 
app alling but what we lose 'sight 
of is that it's been abstracted 
now and sanitised to such a de- 
gree ... I said in my speech that 
Mr Clinton has killed children 
and he hasn’t even noticed it, 
because they are actually ab- 
stractions - they are children 
dying by his sanctions.” 

War had been “sanitised by 
political propaganda from gov- 
ernment with a certain kind of 
complicity in the media. That 
was certainly the case in the 
Gulf war." Mr Pinter added: “I 


am not a pacifist I am rational” 
Addressing an anti-war meeting 
at Westminster, Mr Pinter said: 
“Despite continual references 
to the solidarity of ‘the in- 
ternational community’, the 
United States has in fact 
Held international law in con- 
tempt for so long it has suc- 
ceeded in rendering the concept 
meaningless. 

“Madeleine Albright [the 
US Secretary of Slate] said the 
other day ‘our patience is run- 
ning out'. I remember a man 
who used to say very much the 
same thing in the 1930s. The 
USA is* now a bovine monster 
out of control. 

“That this government can 
so glibly ally itself to such a 
pointless, utterly irresponsible 
and profoundly dangerous en- 
terprise is lamentable.” 

Iraq crisis, pages 12, 13 


By William Hartston 

TODAY is Friday the 13th. 
Fbr the superstitious, that is bad 
news, but there is worse to 
come: for the 13th of March and 
the 13th of November will also 
fall on a Friday. Three Friday 
the 13ths in one year is the most 
that can occur. It last hap- 
pened in 1987; it will not hap- 
pen again until 2009. 

In Christian tradition, the 
Friday the 13th superstition is 
usually linked to the number 
present at the Last Supper, 
and the day of the Crucifixion, 
yet triskaidekaphobia - fear of 
the number 13 - dates back to 
pre-Christian times. In fact the 
Christian association between 
Friday the 13th and bad luck 
dates back only to the middle 
ages when the number 13 was 
already long established as a bad 


omen in other cultures. The ori- 
gins of 13-fear dates back to the 
Babylonians. 

According to the 1894 edi- 
tion of Brewer’s Phrase and Fa- 
ble, “The “forks so disliked the 
number that the word is almost 
expunged from their vocabu- 
lary”. The French, at the end of 
the 19th century, would jump 
from 12 to 14 in street numbers. 
Even today, as the new Citibank 
building goes up on Canary 
Wharf, the numbers painted on 
the outside of the concrete pil- 
lars that wfl] form the lift shaft 
read 11 ...12 ...12+1 ... 14. 

From a rational perspec- 
tive, such superstition is non- 
sense - though it must have 
been irritating for any rationalist 
to note that in the first year of 
the National Lottery, the num- 
bers least favoured by the draw 
were 13 and 39. 


Boxing and PMT 

BRITISH boxing officials 
believe that women are unlit 
to box because they suffer 
from pre-menstrual tension 
which makes them emotion- 
al, unstable and accident- 
prone, an industrial tribunal 
was told yesterday. Page A 

Smaller classes 

MORE than 100,000 infants 
will be taught in smaller 
classes from September as the 
first step towards fulfilling 
the Government’s pledge to 
emt class sizes. Page 6 

Costly pleasures 

THE brother of the Sultan or 
Brunei, the world’s richest 
man, spent £21 m on an ex- 
clusive home to keep his pros- 
titutes out of the public eye. 
a court heard. Page 3 
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Our ceasefire 
stands, say IRA 


By Kim Sengupta in Belfast 
and Colin Brown in London 

Northern Ireland ministers 
were last night fighting to ease 
the crisis over the Ulster peace 
talks with a dear hint that the 
Loyalist Ulster Democratic 
Party could be allowed back into 
the negotiations at the end of 
this month. 

The move was seen at West- 
minster as a signal that Sinn 
Fein could be suspended for a 
few weeks, if the IRA is held re- 
sponsible for killing a loyalist, 
as a deliberately limited pun- 
ishment that would not per- 
manently destroy the talks. 
Sinn Fein warned yesterday 
that such a suspension could un- 
leash IRA hard-liners. 

Last night the IRA insisted 
that its seven-month-old cease- 
fire was still in place. The ter- 
ror group spelled out its 
position in a brief statement 
sent to the Dublin newsroom of 
RTE, the Irish Republic's 
broadcasting network. 

“Contrary to speculation 
surrounding recent killings in 
Belfast, the TRA cessation of 
military operations remains in- 
tact” it said. “We reiterate our 
preparedness to facilitate a cli- 
mate which enhances the 


search for a democratic settle- 
ment through real and inclusive 
negotiations.” 

The UDP was suspended 
from the peace talks after the 
loyalist UFF brake its ceasefire 
for retaliatory killings of 
Catholics after the murder by 
the loyalist leader Billy Wright 
in the Maze prison. 

PSui Murphy, the Northern 
Ireland minister, last night told 
UDP leaders via a video con- 
ference link to Belfast that 
London and Dublin would be- 
gin to review the UDFs eligi- 
bility to participate “with a 
view to considering whether the 
necessary conditions had been 
met to enable the UDP's re-en- 
try in the process". Sources in 
London said it would require 
the UDP to show by “words and 
deeds” that the loyalists had re- 
sumed the ceasefire, and it was 
being obeyed. 

Speaking in Belfast, Sinn 
Fein President Gerry Adams 
said: “The question could be 
better put in terms of bow in- 
fluential we would be if we were 
dumped out of the process we 
have every right to be in. There 
are no grounds for expulsion, 
and the peace process cannot 
work without us.” Mr Adams 
also claimed that the IRA 


ceasefire was still intact, but be 
refused to be drawn on who 
could have been responsible for 
the murder of loyalist Bobby 
Dougan, a leading member of 
the Ulster Defence Association, 
and Brendan Campbell, a dings 
dealer. 

If it is proved that the ERA 
were involved in the murders 
then it would be in dear breach 
of the Mitchell principles on 
peace which forms the bass for 
the talks, and it is thought 
make Sinn Fein's continuing 
presence in them untenable. 

Mr Adams accused Union- 
ist leader David Trimble of 
leading a propaganda cam- 
paign to have his party thrown 
our of the talks. “It is dictated 
solely by politidan expediency 
and their own tactical objective 
of preventing any meaningful 
change in the status quo here 
in Ireland." 

RUC Chief Constable Ron- 
nie Flanagan has so far resist- 
ed loyalist pressure to state 
publicly whether he believes the 
ERA were behind the latest 
killings. 

Mo Mowlam, the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, 
will listen to his views before de- 
rided on whether to expel Sinn 
Fein. 



Bad omen: A new message on a sniper sign near the Republican Derrybeg housing estate 


Compliment returned for pigs that put town on the map 


By Andrew Buncombe 

London's East End has its Jack 
the Ripper trail Canterbury has 
its pilgrims' pathway and in Liv- 
erpool fans can visit the haunts 
of The Beatles. 

Now Malmesbury in Wilt- 


shire has become an likely 
member of this select group 
with its “trotter trail". 

Inspired by the publicity, nay 
hysteria, surrounding the es- 
cape, hunt, capture and even- 
tual tabloid buy-up of two local 
pigs, tourist information officers 


are preparing maps tiaring the 
footsteps of the animals. 

The two pigs, quickly nick- 
named Butch and Sundance, 
grabbed attention last month 
when they escaped from an 
abattoir. Their escape across a 
swollen river and their return 


to the wild for a week before be- 
ing caught, inspired yards of 
newsprint and some of the 
worst pig jokes imaginable. 

While nationally the excite- 
ment surrounding the pigs has 
died down, the Malmesbury 
Tourist Information Office is 


still deluged by calls about 
them. Tourist manager Sandra 
Pell said the “trotter trail” 
maps will be ready in a few 
weeks. “The reaction has 
really been amazing. We are 
still gening calls from the 
public; arid from the media 
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wanting to do more coverage." 

Cuddly toy versions of the 
two pigs have been rushed out 
by toy company Gosh Interna- 
tional. Meanwhile the real-life 
heroes ate enjoying a life of 
peaceful luxury at a sanctuary 
in Chippenham. 
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The past week has produced 
some stranger- than-average 
weather stories. Here are a 
few of them: 

England: In Selby, Yorkshire, 
a 14-year-old boy was arrested 
and charged with endangering 
road safety by making an ice- 
slide on a road after he had 
thrown buckets of water on a 
road outside his home. He is be- 
lieved to be the first person in 
Britain to be prosecuted for the 
offence. He pleaded guilty at a 
youth court but was discharged. 
A prosecution application or 


costs was also thrown out. Af- 
ter his release, the boy said: “1 
think it's daft Making the slide 
was good fun at the time, but 
it's not now.” His father com- • 
mealed: “I feel very angry 
about it. They'll want planning 
permission for building a snow- 
man next.” 

Papua: After the worst drought 
in Papua New Guinea for a 
hundred years, heavy rain is 
now adding to the problem by 
preventing relief supplies 
reaching drought-stricken areas. 
“ It's ironic," said Royal Aus- 
tralian Air Force Wing Com- 
mander Ken Webb, “the rain is 
good for the drought but its not 
so good for us." 

Lithuania: An unusually mild 
winter has forced a change in 
arrangements for a traditional 
sporting event: the annual 
horserace over the frozen wa- 
ters of Lake Sartai. For only the 
second time since the races be- 
gan in the early 18lh century, 
the ice on the lake was not thick 
enough to support the horses. 
The organisers this year there- 
fore built an icetrack next to the 
lake, on which the horses pulled 
two-wheeled carls instead of the 
traditional sledges. There were 
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67 horses in the competition; 
which was run on Sunday and 
was won by Algis Villdnis. * 

Peru: The city of. -DriigUlo* ui. 
Peru experiengetl onj&^bf ^tlrei 
more grisly eorisequebces of HI 
Nino this week as 12 hours of 
rain caused a lagoon to burst its 
banks and send an avalanche of 
water and mud cascading down 
hillsides on a path that went 
through a cemetery. The water 
unearthed graves and sent 
coffins floating along streets 
through the centre of Trujillo. 

1 

Britain: The warm weather of 
the past week has brought ear- 
ly signs of spring. Hedgehogs 
have come out of hibernation 
and daffodils have begun to 
emerge. Temperatures as high 
as 14C have been recorded, 
which is well short of the hip- 
est February temperature on 
record in Britain, which was 
19.4C in Cambridge in 1891. A. 
spokeswoman for the British 
Hedgehog Preservation Society 
expressed fears of serious 
repercussions. “They could 
start mating and because the 
gestation period is only 32 to 36 
days the hoglets could be born 
in snow. They would just get 
abandoned." 


NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT ■ 

I REcvcma 

Recyded paper made up 41 -4% of 

the raw material for UK news- 
papers in the first half of 1997. 
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From March 29th this year, Singapore Airlines will 
fly three times a day, instead of twice, direct from 
London to Singapore every Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. In addition, we will also fly direct from 


Manchester to Singapore five times a week instead 
of four. The result will be that Singapore Airlines 
makes more direct flights a week from London 
and Manchester to Singapore than anyone else in 


the world. More flights will give you more 
choice as to when you fly and what connections 
you can then take from Singapore. For more 
information contncr your local travel agent or call 


Singapore Airlines on 0181 747 0007. Internet 
address http://www.singaporeair.com A 
A great way to fly WM 

SinaAPORE AIRLiriES 
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Scorn poured on claims of Diana death plot 


By Min Burrell 


Mohamed al FaveH ■ , 
witli Princess Diana s ai °^ s 

today after claiming 

sheandhis^rTSli whlcb 

of a co^%X a ‘ e ^ tter ^ 

statement, her office attack nprecede nted 

H^y. £ her P^ces William and 

. 5^ “^estigatois in Paris also refused 
to be drawn on Mr Fayed’s c lZ ■ 
ttqr would wait until L iu«^^S? 
Mr Fayed has his own opitS^,^ 
not prepared to comment on them The 
investigation is already before a^rench 


“ d 0nly when h<i concludes his in- 
estigations will we have an opinion," said 
oneof the investigating [cam. 

1 he conspiracy theorists - view that the 
death of the Princess was no accident re- 
ained, at first, confined to sections of the 
Arab media with a vested interest in 
pointing the finger at Western security ser- 
tox. Most people accepted the official line 
Jhat the fatal crash in Paris last August had 
been an accident. 

\el as the official French investigation 
into the circumstances of the tragedy 
drags slowly on behind closed doors, so the 
rumour mill has gathered pace. 

Ru mours insinuating that the deaths of 
Princess Diana, Dodj Fayed and their dri- 


ver, Henri Paul, were the resuhof an elab- 
orate plot, began almost immediately af- 
ter the tragedy. But the conspiracy theory 
realty took hold three weeks later as it 
emerged that a white car, believed to be 
a Fial Uno, had been involved in the ac- 
cident but had mysteriously disappeared 
Furthermore, the existence of the white car 
had at first been denied by the French. 

Then on 22 September, the American 
magazine Tune published an article stat- 
ing that a doctor claimed to have been in- 
formed by a colleague, who treated the 
princess at the crash scene, that she bad 
told him she was “six weeks pregnant". 

The story struck a chord with those who 
remembered that while holidaying in St 


Tropez earlier in the summer, Diana, had 
said to journalists: "You will have a big sur- 
prise coming soon, the next thing 1 da" This 
followed photographs of her in a swim- 
ming costume displaying a slightly swollen 
stomach. 

It was also recalled that Diana had re- 
portedly told friends that she believed her 
days were numbered because the British 
establishment regarded her as a "loose can- 
non". She had apparently expressed the fear 
that one day she would Dy off in a helicopter 
which would suddenly explode. 

Commentators pointed out that Diana’s 
anti-landmine campaign had been causing 
great annoyance to the US government and 
to the defence industry worldwide- 


Her relationship with the Mudun i son 
of Mr Fayed, someone who did perhaps 
more than any other individual to under- 
mine the reputation of the former Con- 
servative government, could be seen as 
ultimate insult to some sections of the es- 
tablishment _ ' . 

In a new book. Death of a Princess: .4n 
Imesliga&on by Thomas Sancton and Scott 
MacLeod, the authors speculate that Di- 
ana’s alleged pregnancy was the most ex- 
plosive element" in the whole affair. 

They write: ‘‘For tire mother of the fu- 
ture King of England to bear the child of 
an Arab and a Muslim, a child who would 
be the half-sibling of the heir to the 
throne, would be embarrassing and prob- 


i.matic in the eyes of the ^ R “ n, V ^ 

K«I*W 

confirmed, the conspiracy thcones 
would he uncontainable. There could fhc 
he consequences for Britain src- 
and resentment 
^ThelJmillion Muslim population 
- Earae* from tire book have 
bean published in a national ^newspaper. 

the rumour machine. 
"^“Jaerday, Mr Fayed brought the 
enec^gtion to new heights by claiming the 
were forced off the roud to then 
believe 99.9 per cenl it was no 
accident," he said. “I will not rest until I 
have established exactly what ha ppene d.^ 
£400,000 for Diana’S song, page 15 


The wedding of the future: old, new, borrowed - or just blue? 



And the bride wore knickers: Preparations for the first fashion parade of the National Wedding Show which opened at Olympia, London, yesterday 


Photograph: Rui Xavier 


Kate Adie hits out 

at management 

style of the BBC 


By Rob Brown 

Media Editor 


As she prepares to go to the 
Gulf, the BBCs chief news 
correspondent, Kate Adie, has 
launched a scathing attack on 
ber'bosses for being better 
versed in American-style man- 
agement-speak than in the 
practicalities of broadcasting. 

In an interview with the 
trade journal Tress Gazette to 
mark 30 years in broadcasting, 
she said a “huge division" had 
developed between the people 
who run the corporation and 
those who make programmes. 

“There is undoubtedly now 
a management [at the BBC] ... 
which actually wouldn’t know 
how to broadcast if it was put 
up against a wall and you said 
you were going to shoot them,” 
she said. “It’s a fashion... At the 
moment we are into a rather 
Americanised management ob- 
session. I read memos and I am 
rather ashamed by some of the 
manag ement-speak that knocks 
around this building." 

This is the second time in a 
week that BBC mandarins have 
been subjected to such criticism 
by a senior employee. The bead 
of drama serials, Michael Wear- 
ing, said he was quitting the cor- 


poration in disgust at both its 
commercialization and its "sub 
LA-style” approach to man- 
agement 

But Ms Adie told The Inde- 
pendent yesterday that she did 
not intend to quit. “I’m perfectly 
happy. If I weren't 1 would be 
out of the place,” she said in re- 
sponse to suggestions that she 
is increasingly frustrated by 
her less frequent screen ap- 
pearances. She acknowledges 
that it is tougher to get on the 
Six or Nine 6 ' Clock News with 
foreign stories because of the 
growing number of correspon- 
dents which the BBC employs 
to cover domestic events, but 
even global news service CNN 
could not lure her away with a 
much bigger salary. 

“I don’t personally find my- 
self impeded in my work in any 
way," she said. “But 1 do ob- 
serve what’s going on in this or- 
ganisation and I do worry about 
young people coming into it. I 
was brought into an organisa- 
tion where public service was 
absolutely paramount. But this 
is a corporation where the busi- 
ness ethic is becoming increas- 
ingly important In journalism 
you need people above you with 
the highest standards and prin- 
ciples." 




Brother of world’s richest 
man 'couldn’t stop spending’ 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 


|i 





The brother of the world's rich- 
est man spent £21m on a home 
in Park Lane so that he could 
"keep his prostitutes away from 
the public eye", the High Court 
heard yesterday. 

Prince Jefri of Brunei would 
also fly up to 50 prostitutes from 
all over the world to his palace 
in Brunei for his “nightly enter- 
tainment and sex parties". 

“His main interests in life in- 
volve massive self-indulgence 
and spending unimaginable 
sums of money," Christopher 
Carr QC claimed. 

He said the Prince spent mil- 
lions of pounds on expensive ob- 
Jets d'an including a S7-8m rug 
woven from solid gold thread 
and encrusted with precious 
stones as well as a collection of 
erotic watches and pens and a 
£895,000 blackjack t3ble made 
of jewels and semi-precious 
stones with a gold shoebox for 
the cards. 

The Prince’s extravagant 
lifestyle was outlined on the 
fourth day of a multi million 
/ ’pound legal battle which could 
;; become one of the most ex- 
pensive personal actions in 
British legal history. 

' ^Prince Jefri. 44, who has 
. four wives and three children, 
__ is being sued for £80m by Bob 
andRafi Manoukian, two of his 
closest friends and emissaries, 

. who gfakn he failed to honour 
. (Robustness deals. 

- - The Prince, who recently 
Jxsigfrt Aspreys, the Queen’s 
jeweflos, for£244m, is counter- 
suing for £I00m claiming that 
Kafi "Manoukian exploited a 
.friendship and made unrea- 
vspnabfe and concealed profits 
out of him. ' 

However. Mr Carr, for the 

> Manri iilrinn s, suggested that his 






Ail that glitters is gold: the nig woven from solid gold 
thread and and the blackjack table inset with Jewels that 
the prince is said to have bought Photograph: PA 



v spife. “Prince Jefri is so af- 
fronted and offended al be mg 
£ sued by the Mancunians that he 
has instructed that their lives 
. . should be made a misery by su- 
ing them for everything ^ 
mows and engaging them in ex- 


come." • , 

The London-based brothers 
and the Prince were business 
partners for 11 years during 
which time they concluded 
£500m of deals on the Princes 
behalf. Prince Jefri claims he 
had a fiduciary relationship 

with Rafi Manoukian wherepy 

he (Manoukian) acted solely m 


out thought to his own profit 
“The idea that Rafi Ma- 
pnnlrian would devote over 

half his life - 1 1 years - to serv- 
ing Prince Jefri for no reward 
is ludicrous," said Mr Carr rep- 
resenting the Manou ki a n s- 
“Prince Jefri’s tastes were 
unlimited. He was a one-man 
walking market on his own. The 


implication is that Rafi Ma- 
noukian should not have been 
making a profit but the Prince 
gave little attention to Raffs 
profit. Prince Jefri simply want- 
ed what Prince Jefri wanted at 
a price he was willing to pay." 

The court, packed with 10 
barristers and up to 14 solicitors, 
beard that Prince Jefri bought 
the property at 45 Park Lane, 
the former Playboy Gub. for 
£21m even though he had been 
told two months earlier that it 
was only worth £5m. 

“A substantial proportion of 
his extensive palatial construc- 
tion in Brunei was carried out 
for the purpose of providing bis 
nightly entertainment. His sex 
parties attended by up to 50 
prostitutes from various coun- 
tries flown to Brunei, paid, 
housed, dotfaed and bejewelled 
at his expense.” 

The court was shown pho- 
tographs of some of the items 
which Rafi Manoukian pro- 
cured for the Prince. 

“Rafi came to hear that 
Prince Jefri used to have gam- 
bling sessions at 45 Park Lane 
for some of his friends. It was 
in secret because it would be 
frowned upon in Islamic 
circles,” he said. 

Rafi Manoukian designed 
and commissioned the blackjack 
table and Prince Jefri was de- 
lighted and agreed to pay the 
price asked without negotiation. 

“He now claims that he did 
not even know that this table 
had been delivered -it had nev- 
er been taken out of its pack- 
ing until recently. That is a lie. 
Its purpose is to protect Prince 
Jefrfs appearance of religious 
devotion from any improper 
taint within a society of in- 
creasingly fundamentalist 
attitudes.” 

The Prince also paid around 
£5m for 20 watches which de- 
pict a me chanicall y copulating 
couple on the hour and 
£800,000 on a set of pens fash- 
ioned to resemble a naked 
couple. 

The case continues. 
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Green Flag i* 


Motoring Assistance 


THIS MONTH OUR 
MOTORING ASSISTANCE 
COMES WITH A LITTLE 
EXTRA HELP 




CO 

in 
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How’s this for speed? On average, Green Flag reach you in just 35 minutest 
In feet we’re so confident of our service that if we don't reach you within the hour, 
you can claim £10 back. 

How’s this for cost? Cover starts from only £29.50* per annum, and if you join 
today we’U give you a free M&S gift voucher worth £5. 

That’s fester and cheaper than the AA and RAC. They can’t beat us. So join us. 

POST TODAY - NO STAMP NEEDED 

GREEN FLAG. Freepost. Leeds. Wes: Yorhsl,,re LS99 <GF Please send me lurther information about GREEN FLAG. 
Name (Mb/Mbs/Miss/MsI Address 


http://www-greenflag.co.uk 
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The 12-ft poster that really is good enough to eat 


By Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs Correspondent 


The poster looked good enough to eat 
- and it was when the world’s first 
edible poster was unveiled in London 
yesterday. 

The 12ft-long chocolate-covered 
bar from Cadbury’s was almost 30 
times its original size, weighed 100kg 
and required three men to carry it. 

The gigantic bar was made from 
40kg of chocolate and 22 gallons of 
milk - the equivalent of milking a cow 
for 10 days. It marked the relaunch 
of the Snack Wafer brand in the UK 
and a comeback of the 30-year-old ad- 
vertising slogan “Bridge That Gap 
With Cadbury’s Snack”. 

The poster site on Vhuxhall Bridge 
was patrolled overnight by security 
guards. Tony Bilsbo rough, spokes- 
man for Cadbury’s, said: “Although 
the weather isn't hot enough to melt 
it, we’re taking it down later. We don’t 
want to tempt people into gorging on 
this massive spectacle." 

The edible campaign was to be re- 
placed by a 3D imitation later in the 
day. A further 650 poster sites across 
Britain are being erected today at a 
cost of £2m. 



Choc. Jwayt^^Mle^^Mss^^TeJtevlsion’s Big Breakfast, launching Cadbur/sSnackWrfer with an edible poster in London yesterday 


Shopping this weekend? 
Don’t forget the list. 
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FOR JUST £6,995*. 
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Women 
‘are unfit 
boxers 

to pm rr II 

. -■ • >> 

■ i Further it said it would: be^‘ 
BRITISH boxing officials erous ’ for womentobaxir 
believe women are unfittobo da^g ^ md they cansuf- £ 
because they suffer fr J^nips on the breasts;?. 

menstrual tension whKhm^ being punched. . -; 4 \ 

semes 

‘erthebMrin^rwon^were ^^’ I0 ^ tone- on Medical.; 

‘°5' 3 S S auch 5; the world groKds despite oomedtal®-^ 
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welterweight champion, who is 
forced to fight abroad, has ac- 
cused the BBBC of sexual dis- 
crimination _ at a hearing in 
Croydon, south London. 

Dinah Rose, representing 
Ms Couch - nicknamed the 
Fleetwood Assassin -said: “This 

is one of the crudest forms of 
gender stereotyping. It is an 
attempt to protect the last bas- 
tion of male-only sport against 
the participation of women.” 

Reading from a letter from 
the BBBC Ms Rose said: “They 
state ‘unfortunately many 
women suffer from PMT when 
they are more prone to acci- 
dents, they are more emotion- 
al and more labile [unstable], 
which makes them more prone 
to injury'.” 

The tribunal heard thai the 
BBBC board turned down Ms 
Couch’s application on medical 
grounds in June 1997. It 
claimed women should not be 
allowed to has professionally 
because they bruise more eas- 
ily, can suffer weight gain dur- 
ing periods and become 
unstable when experiencing 
PMX The board ruled that all 
contraceptive' and painkillers 
taken for period pains would 
not be allowed. 



‘Mardi Gra’ bomb attack 

A MOTORIST had a lucky escape yesterday after a bomb, 
believed to be the handiwork of the self-styled MahJi Gra ex- . 
tortionist, exploded in his car. 

The man picked up a plastic bag, which is believed to have 
contained the explosive device, from a cash point machine 
near Salisbury's in Forest Hill, south London and drove off 
with iL He suffered from shock after it went off; but police 
have be unable to confirm whether it was the latest attack by 
the Mardi Gra bomber because the device was thrown onto 
the road and has not been recovered by police. 

Scotland Yard, however, believe it bears all the marks of 
the man who has targeted Barclays Bank and Sainsbuiy’s with 
a serious of homemade bombs that use shotgun cartridges - 
the latest attack coming just a week ago. Police arc appeal- 
ing for anyone who saw someone place a bag by the cashpoint 
— Jason Bennetto, Crime Correspondent 

Choking London 

EXHAUST fumes from traffic in the capital are causing pol- 
lution levels to breach almost all the Government’s targets, ac- 
cording to a study unveiled yesterday from the London 
Research Centre. Last year saw levels of nitrogen dioxide ex- 
ceed National Air Quality Strategy Objectives at all London mea- 
suring sites except Greenwich and Sutton. Nearly half the 
pollutant is spewed from vehicles and experts say exposure in- 
creases the risk of bronchitis and pneumonia. Concentrations 
of particulates, liny deadly panicles of dust, topped safety lev- 
els throughout thctSy. 

^^s-^llSndeep Rames/i, Transport Corespondent 

Beef case set to go ahead 

A-5COTTISH hotelier who served beef on the bone could 
be the first to be prosecuted under safely regulations. The 
Procurator Fiscal in Selkirk is to proceed with the test case 
against Jim Sutherland, of The Lodge, CarfraemilL The case 
is to be heard in March and carries a maximum fine of £5,000 
Mr Sutherland organised the “First Prohibition Dinner” 
in December, diners were to have paid £12 for slices of beef 
on the bone and trimmings. But the arrival of health inspec- 
tors forced a change of plan: it was decided to offer the meal 
free in a bid to sidestep any legal problems and Mr Suther- 
land, who is also a farmer, footed the £2,000 bill 

Police move paedophile 

CONVICTED paedophile Robert Oliver has been moved 6om 
the Sussex police station where he has been sheltering to more 
permanent secure accommodation elsewhere in the country 
Oliver, 43. who was jailed for 15 years for the sexual assault 
and manslaughter of 14-ycar-old Jason Swift was released last 
September. 

He then stayed in Swindon, Wiltshire, London, Dublin, liv- 
erpool and Manchester before arriving in Brighton, where po- 
lice warned he posed a “significant threat to the safety of voung 
men and boys” 1 * 

Crash firm fined £9,000 

f CO*™ ««W was fined £9.00U yesterday for baviS 
faulty brakes on a coach that crashed, killing nine Americ 
tourists and the British driver. The brakesL “ S 

WhKh J C ^ l ° k lhe coach ^Hiding with a v 
Sj ^ cdrticnn s ofT lhe M2 in Kent in November 19S 
Simngbotunc magistrates were told. Brclamon. formerly t 

Was not presented in court b 

“eSfttr 1 - “ an “““ h “ fc » >° 


Jane Couchs Forced to 
fight outside of Britain: 

amination being carried out. At V 
yesterday’s hearing Leonard 
Read, the board’s president , 
and chairman, admitted that it , 
had not medically examined 
Ms Couch. In December 1997. 
Ms Couch was offered £10,000 
for a fight to be held at Wem- 
bley Arena. But Mr Read said ■ 
that women boring “only at- 
tracted alleged fans who want 
to see women fighting each 
other much as they did women 
mud wrestling”.The hearing 
continues. 
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story tobacco firms don’t want to hear 



British smokers who have con- 
tracted lung cancer yesterday 
cleared another crucial legal 
hurdle in their battle to win 
compensation from cigarette 
manufacturers. 

Lawyers representing the 
smokers were given reassurance 
in the High Court that if they 
lose their case they will not be 
liable for huge legal costs. The 
derision - the hist major one 
before the conns on condi- 
tional fee agreements - en- 
dorsed the no-win, no-fee 
agreement. 

Furthermore, the gagging 
order which prevented the 
plaintiffs From miking publicly 
about their cases was lifted, 
adding to what the solicitor 
Marlyn Day, of Leigh, Day and 
Co, described as “a good day as 
far as justice for the ordinary 
British individual is concerned 1 ’. 


Smokers’ claim for compensation set to go ahead as threat 
of huge legal costs is lifted. Clare Gamer reports 


Mr Day said the ruling had 
“cleared the clouds” which the 
defendants, Gallaher and Im- 
perial Tobacco, had put over the 
case in terms of the plaintiffs 
having to pay the costs. 

“As a result I'm pleased to 
say that the whole of the legal 
team is happy with the idea that 
we continue to act for this 
group of plaintiffs and pursue 
the case with full vigour to tri- 
al as soon as possible.” 

Gallaher and imperial To- 
bacco had argued that because 
the solicitors - Leigh Day and 
Co and Irwin Mitchell-and the 
barristers are using a Condi- 
tional Fee Agreement, they are 
intimately involved and there- 


fore liable for costs. But Lord 
Woolf, the Master of the Rolls, 
Lord Justice Aldous and Lord 
Justice Chadwick said that al- 
though the lawyers were acting 
under a no-win, no-fee agree- 
ment, they did not need any spe- 
cial protection- They were not 
given a debarring order ex- 
empting them from future legal 
costs estimated at up to £9m. 

John Pickering, one of the 
solicitors at Irwin Mitchell, wel- 
comed the judges' confirmation 
that their team would be in ex- 
actly the same position as ad- 
visers on Legal Aid. 

He said: “We have no 
greater or lesser risk as to legal 
costs. Hence the spectre of us 


being pursued by the tobacco 
companies has been lifted 

fr °Legti experts said yesterday 

that, had the the lawyers lost 
outright on the liability issue, it 
would have almost certainly 
have halted litigation against 
tobacco companies in the fore- 
seeable future. It would also 
have had a damaging effect on 
the Government’s plans lo ex- 
pand “no-win, no-fee” agree- 
ments. 

Al present, 43 smokers have 
issued writs, but more are ex- 
pected to follow suit. The 
youngest plaintiff, a 49 -year-old 

mother, died in December. 

A spokesman for the anti- 


smoking pressure group Ash 
called on other living victims of 
lung cancer from cigarette 
smoking who wish to join the ac- 
tion to contact Ash. 

One of the plaintiffs, 76- 
vear-old Ernest Jones, from 
Crovdon, sou Lb London, was in 
the High Court for the ruling. 
He had started smoking when 
he was 13, in 1934; his father 
had told him thsl smoking 
would help him to grow. For 5- 
yeas le smoked between 20 
and 40 a day. 

He stopped six months be- 
fore he was diagnosed vjrui 
htng cancer in November 19S6, 
doctors gave him just 12 months 
to live. He is now clear of 
cancer but has endured 35 op- 
erations, including havmg halt 
a lung removed. “I’m trying 
to keep afloat - that's all I can 
say," he said. 


6 It’s addictive you see. You can’t give it up ? 


Violet Rumsey’s story is one 
that the tobacco manufacturers 
tried to keep under wraps, 
writes Clare Garner. But yes- 
terday, following the lilting of 
the gagging order, she seized 
her first opportunity to de- 
scribe the addiction which is 
killing her. 

Nothing could make Mrs 
Rumsey give up smoking, not 
even having half a lung re- 
moved. When at the age of 55 
she was diagnosed with lung 
cancer, she vowed she would 


never smoke again. What she 
had not realised was that she 
was suffering from an addiction 
that even a close brush with 
death could not cure. 

“I stopped in hospital - it 
would be difficult not to - but 
when you come out you just au- 
tomatically go for one, I'm 
afraid," said Mrs Rumsey, a 68- 
year-old mother of two. “It’s ad- 
dictive, you see. You can't give 
up. It’s terribly hard.” She even- 
tually kicked the 20 to 30-a-clay 
habit two years ago .with the 


help of her husband, Derek, 67, 
and nicotine patches. 

The onset of lung cancer 
aged Mrs Rumsey overnight- 
Before the operation she was a 
spry 55-year-old looking after 
two tcenaged daughters and 
working part-time in the fami- 
ly factory. Afterwards, she had 
lost al) her energy; she had aged 
“all at once". 

Now, after 13 years of living 
under the shadow of lung can- 
cer, suffering side-effects from 
radiotherapy and a further 


three operations, Mrs Rumsey 
is seeking compensation From 
the tobacco industry. “I feel that 
my family and I have suffered 
enough,” she said “Seeing as 
they [the tobacco manufactur- 
ers] encouraged the smoking in 
the first place, knowing it was 
addictive, 1 feel that they owe 
it to me.” 

Mrs Rumsey had her first 
cigarette at 14 as a way of be- 
ing “sociable”. Her main aim in 
bringing her case to court is to 
make other people, particular- 


ly youngsters, more aware of the 

consequences. “It may stop 

them doing it,” she said hope- 
fully. 

Mr Rumsey had every sym- 
pathy with his wife’s inability to 
give up smoking after the op- 
eration. “It’s all very well to say 
someone should give up be- 
cause they are iD. but they are 
in a stale in which it is even 
more difficult to give up ” He 
feels passionately that people 
should not be put in her posi- 
tion in the first place. 
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nfant classes to 


reduce in size 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


MORE THAN 100.000 infants 
will he taught in smaller classes 
from September as the fust step 
towards fulfilling the Govern- 
ment’s pledge to cut class sizes. 

David BlunketL the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, an- 
nounced t'22m for t»5 local 
authorities. The money has 
been made available by the 
abolition of (he assisted places 
scheme which subsidised places 
at independent schools. 

Council leaders said that, 
while the first stage in reducing 
class sizes would be easy, the 
Govern men l would later face 
big difficulties if popular or iso- 
lated schools had to turn away 
children. 

The money will be used to 
fund extra teachers and class- 
room space to ensure that no 
five, six or seven-year-olds w ill 
he in classes of more than 30 by 
the year 2I.I0J. 

A quarter of infants in class- 
es over 30 will benefit from the 
first funding allocation, which 
will be ring- fenced s i that it can- 
not be spent on other services. 


The Prime Minister yester- 
day visited Rosetta primary 
school in Canning Town, east 
London, which will be able to 
employ another teacher and 
adapt its building to include 
another classroom to cut class 
numbers. 

Authorities had to bid for the 
money which has been distrib- 
uted to those which can show 
both that they need it and also 
that they have a workable plan 
to solve problems. That means 
that some councils where pupils 
are in large classes are not 
included. Senior government 
sources said that the first coun- 
cils to receive money were seen 
as pathfinders and the Gov- 
ernment expected to learn from 
their experience. 

They include Bury which 
will employ 40 extra teachers to 
cut classes for 3000 pupils at a 
cost of £584.000, and Der- 
byshire will which take on an- 
other 104 teachers at a cost of 
£1.6m. 

Mr Blunkett said: “Reducing 
class sizes is essential if all chil- 
dren are to have access to the 
teaching support they need in 
their crucial early years when 


they master the basics of 
literacy and numeracy.” 

David Whitbread, head of 
education at the Local Gov- 
ernment Association, said: “We 
believe it is possible to make 
substantial progress in reducing 
class sizes but a couple of years 
down the tine the Government 
will be left with the difficult 


cases. 

“There will be places where 
you need a new school and there 
is nowhere to build one. There 
will be classes of 31 where the 
alternative is to send the extra 
child to a school five miles 
down the road.” 

Both the authorities and the 
Campaign for State Education, 
a parents' pressure group, say 
that ministers should work to- 
wards a norm of 25, rather 
than 30 in a class to give schools 
enough elbow room. 

The initiative may prove con- 
troversial with parents who warn 
their children to attend popular 
schools. Legislation will re- 
strict parents' right of appeal if 
it threatens to breach class size 
limits. Mr Blunkett said that au- 
thorities would bring forward 
proposals to resolve the problem. 


Teachers urged to use reason 
not threats for pupil control 


Toads start early wooing — but it could be the dea th of thern 

■ ■■ — 




You know what it is like. It feels tike 
spring, the temperature is rising and 
you get that powerful uijje for a jump. 
But ifyouVe a toad, an earty heatwave 
can turn that desire for a hop into a 
death mission, writes Steve Boggan. 

The un seasonally hot weather is 
causing just such problems at Mad- 
ingley Hafl in Cambridgeshire, where 


temperatures averaging IOC higher 
than usual are driving thousands of 
toads to head early for their breed- 
ing ponds. Unfortunately, however, 
that involves crossing a busy road. 

The mating season is always a 
problem at Madingiey but this year 
it has come early. Volunteers report 
sightings of up to 600 toads a night 


crossing the road on their way to 
ponds built at Madingiey Hall by the 
landscape architect Capability 
Brown. Fortunately, a “toad| patrol", 
established in 1988 , has built tunnels 
under the road between the toads* 
feeding and mating areas and vol- 
unteers are scooping up any that 
choose to rbk dodging cars. 


The fine weather is not good. 
news for everyone. The warm con- 
ditions have caused heavy rainfall In 
northern and western Scotland 
which is likely to continue for sev- 
eral days. FortWBfiam reported Sin 
of run in just 24 hours. Perhaps the 
toads would prefer it there. 1 
Photograph: Roger Bomber 


It is time for teachers who say 
“Stop it" io stop it. And those 
who try to keep order with the 
command “Shut up" should 
shut up. writes Judith Judd. 

Gassmom language, it seems, 
is one of the keys to controlling 
bad behaviour. Teachers who 
used attention-drawing demands 
such as "Girls!" "Sandra!” or just 
“3C” slwuld expect chaos to con- 
tinue. according to a booklet is- 
sued today by the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers which of- 
fers guidance on discipline. 

A string of commands, 
threats and demands is much less 
likely to end disruption than a 
firm signal that behaviour is un- 
wanted, with a reminder of 
known rules. St' a teacher sto *uld 
say “Rulers aren’t for fighting 



Rapping out orders is out; 
reason and rules are in 


with" or should warn of the 
consequences of bad behaviour 
- “Someone will get hurt if this 
equipment Is lying there.” 

Chris Watkins, of Loadon 
University's Institute of Educa- 
tion, warns teachers not to make 


derogatory personal comments 
abouL their pupils. “Timothy, 
stop being childish and give 
Rosemary her ruler bade,** is 
counterproductive because it 
builds up resentments. Instead, 
the teacher might say: "Timothy 
you're quite able to get on with 
your work, so return Rosemary's 
ruler and let her do the same” 
He also says teachers should also 
control their desire to react an- 
grily to aggression by counting 
to 10 before responding. 

Peter Smith, the union’s 
general secretary, said: “As the 
chief schools inspector, Chris 
Wfoodbead, said in his recent an- 
nual report, the vast majority of 
schools are orderly places. But 
this does not mean that teach- 
ers don’t need help.” 


Universities face sharp drop in mature students 


By Judith Judd 


University applications for ma- 
ture students have fallen sharply 
but those for school-leavers 
are down only slightly, accord- 
ing to figures released today. 

Students applying for this au- 
tumn will be the first to pay the 
£l,GOG-a-year tuition fee intro- 
duced by the Government. 

The drop in figures for ma- 
ture students comes at a time 
when ministers are trying to pro- 
mote lifelong learning. 

Overall, the drop in univer- 
sity applications by the 15 De- 
cember closing date was 4.2 per 


cent, less than the provisional 
figure of 6 per cent released 
originally by the Universities 
and Colleges Admissions 
Service. 

A rush of late applications 
postmarked just before the 
deadline has led to the revised 
figure. 

However, there is a big dif- 
ference in application trends be- 
tween school-leavers, down 1.9 
per cent, and mature students 
down 13.4 per cent for those 
aged between 21-24 and 183 
per cent for those over 25. 

Tony Higgins, UCAS’s chief 
executive, said: “We rather sus- 


pect that young people are not 
being put off so much as was 
thought by the prospect of fees. 

“They dearly see 40 years of 
earning power ahead of them 
and every prospect with a de- 
gree of a good job. Potential ma^ 
tore students on the other hand 
may indude people out of work 
whose employment prospects 
may not be so good even after 
qualification. Others are likely 
to have bigger financial com- 
mitments already.” 

Diana Warwick, chief exec- 
utive of the university vice- 
chancellors’ committee, said 
the decrease should be set 


against the 26.000 extra students 
admitted above universities' 
planned targets last autumn. 

The 15 December date is not 
a final closing date but univer- 
sities do no guarantee to con- 
sider applications received offer 
that date. 

The biggest fells in applica- 
tions are for medicine, social 
work and institutional man- 
agement while there are in- 
creases for marketing, market 
research, computer science and 
design studies. 

Applications for primary 
teacher-training have declined 
dramatically, down by 15.4 per 


cent First degree teacher train- 
ing courses wfil not, unlike' one- 
year postgraduate courses, be 
exempt from fees. 

There is a 30.7 per cent 
drop in applications from the 
Republic of Ireland which abol- 
ished tuition fees last year. 

A Department for Educa- ■ 
tion spokeswoman said that it 
was likely that there were more 1 
applications to come from ma- 
ture students who traditionally • 
applied later than school- 
leavers. Would-be teachers, she 
suggested, might be deciding to 
switch from undergraduate to [ 
postgraduate courses. • 
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Minister delays full switch to digital television 

Media Correspondent - ---•**« fomed into pay“»g foradap 


sc 
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tI«"fteque^d^Sa 0f WhC0 to turn off to |^P revjousGo ^mmenl had pledged 
visicij channel ■ at Curren % beam leJe- aft 3 3 - 1 cuUm S o ff analogue five years 

mo people's hom« fit t j *"»““**** £gin. BuLyes- 

STSSS “ft! «*** Son ES* ^Smith. Secretaiy of State for 

as had been 2^ rather than 2003 ve*r fC ' Medla *““* Sport.. said that five 

as ^dbeen^ forecast ^ w as cot a practical opUon. 

rflrrv t frequencies which nnw r lnsicac, ‘ ! be Government plans a pub- 

broadcasts are fobe re ? C0 9 s £ ,lation Period and to foUow aNa- 
Ute r ibis year the nF*\ Ecoaomic Research Associates 
easing terrestnal channels and a new I ! ecommendal fo n to study take-up 

sort^of Crana^ and Carhon ^' ofdj &^ television for two vca« before ai^ 
m broadcasting on the new n °“"cmg a cut-off date, 

frequencies, lb encourage take-un Q f w bdiew the existing analogue frv- 

top boxes, and in future television {I 0 ® 0 ® 6 * can be closed down in ll)-15ycais 

**• time, said Mr Smith. “We are ruling out 

What next 
for Tina, the 
queen of 
New York? 


By Paul McCann 

Just as China-watchers study 
speeches in the fttyjfei Ztai/i. fo r 
clues about the Chinese ruling 
elite, so has the New York and 
London media scene pored 
over recent pronouncements 
from the world's most-gossiped 
about editor. 

Tma Brown, editor of the 
Mw Yorker, and’ with former 
Sunday Times editor Harry 
Evans part of media’s most 
glamorous couple, has dropped 
her usual reticence to drop 
hints that she may, and may not, 
be on the move. 

lu January she gave a very 
valedictory interview to the 
People Is £fcufy-equivalem of the 
New York ruling class - the 
advertising-free Public Broad- 
casting Service. 

On her fifth anniversary at 
New Yorker she listed her 
achievements - in raising the 
magazine’s circulation and up- 
dating its pool of writing talent 
- in a (one that stayed largely 
in the past tense. It offered lit- 
tle for the future but a sense of 
a job completed. “I think all we 
want to do now is just keep on 
with this quality and keep on 
raising the bar,” she said. 

Then this week's New Ybrker 
finds her writing - something 
she does extremely rarely - 
like a besotted teenager about 
Tony Blair and Bill Clinton af- 
ter attending their soiree at the 
White House last week. Mr 
Clinton she describes thus: Tfis 
height, his sleekness, his newly- 


TINAON BILL 


Tina Brown on Bill Clinton: 
“Absurdly deboinar „ His 
height, his sleekness, his 
newly-cropped, iron-filing 
hair, and the intensity of his 
blue eyes project a kind of 
avid indusiveness." 

TINA ON TONY 


“His slight figure and 
youthful purposefulness give 
him an air of a dever, 
unsullied young cousin of 
Clinton's, visiting from 
across the water.” 

TINA ON CHE RJE 

Tina Brown on Cherie Biair: 
“The ardent look that 
Cherie Biair shoots him 
[Tony] still has the 
undergraduate complicity of 
‘Darling, we made it, didn't 
wer 


cropped iron-filing hair, and the 
the intensty of his blue eyes pro- 
ject a kind of avid inclusiveuess 
that encircles every jaded 
celebrity he passes." 

Tony Blair has an “elfin 
glow” and Cherie shoots him 
“The ardent look [that] still has 
the undergraduate complicity of 
‘Darling, we made it didn’t 
we?" 1 

Brown-watchers attribute 



THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION 


• Mew technology allows television channels 
to be broadcast in a digital form that wiH take 
up less ■'bandwitfi” or space m the radio 
spectrum. This could allow 200 channels to 
be broadcast over existing frequencies. 

• To receive the digital signals, viewers will 
need a set-top decoder for their existing 
television, in a couple of years, televisions 
will be available with internal decoders. 

• As well as broadcasting existing channels 
digitally; broadcasters plan a range of new 

the five-year option, it is not a practical op- 
tion. We are not announcing a cut-off date 
now because il is not sensible to do so be- 
fore DTT [digital terrestrial television] has 


channels, like the BBCs free 24-hc>ur news 
channel. Other channels will be paid for by 
subscription, like those planned by British 
Digital Broadcasting. 

• To encourage take-up. broadcasters are 
likely to subsidise the cost of set-top boxes. 
The first boxes may cost less than £200. 

• After two years of digital broadcasts, the 
Government will set a date when it will stop 
broadcasts on existing frequencies. Forecasts 
predict that this will be around 2011 -20)3. 

even started orwe have any idea what take- 
up is likely to be.” 

The Government wants to move to dig- 
ital partly so it can sell off the analogue fre- 


he forced into paying for adapt- 

quencies cunrnily used by television to mo- TV when theycannot afford 

bile, phone companies and oiher private will „ol wish to switch off 

operators. until digital receivers are um- 

The television industiy wants an early fc households as analogue 

cut-off date to encourage wkeap of dj^- '^J rsaren aw.” 

tal sets and services. Manufacturers cold Government plans to look at bow 

produce more digital televisions at a low- foe money from sellmg ana- 

er cost io the consumer, which in Uim would might be used to help the 

encourage people to buy them fester. Kmaming people convert to (fiBMalKts. 


Yet the Government Iranis to avoid [he 

politically unpopular course of forang V™™. » w ^ subscription dig- 
people to change their sets or lose their pot a brave face on the 

favourite TV programmes. In all, the cost „ ent ’ g announcement: "Todays 

to consumers of buying digital sets could sends a dear signal: the fe- 


rcach £lbn to £2bn according to-ffie Nera BDBcbair- 

report- “tt is the consumer who is kmg and fore 0 f Carlton television 

ourpolicy must be developed with the con- mud legman 
sumer in mind.” said Mr Smith. “No one Michael Gr«* 




Love-in: Tina Brown and her husband Harold Evans with Tony and Cherie Blair 


this increased profile to the de- 
cision of the New Yorker's, mil- 
lionaire owner. Si Newhouse Jr. 
to bring the weekly, and iis fi- 
nances, under the direct control 
of his magazine company 
Condd Nast 

One scenario has Brown re- 
turning to Britain to edit the ail- 


ing Blairite Observer - which 
could explain the journalistic 
onanism about the Blaus in her 
New Yorker artide. And she was 
recently seen with the Observ- 
er's editor-in-chief Alan Rus- 
bridger at the fashionable La 
Caprice restaurant in London. 
Previous rumours had her be- 


coming British ambassador to 
Washington. 

One close friend thinks the 
Obsenvr option doubtful: “She 
is probably on at least Sim a 
year at the New Yorker. Si New- 
house is believed to contribute 
to her and Harry’s rather lovely 
Sutton Place apartment. I find 


Priest found 
guilty of sex 
assault on 

girl aged 13 


it hard to believe she would give 
that up for Earringdon Road 
[home of the Observer].” 

And yet the rumours persist. 
“Some say rather wickedly that 
the stories originate from Tma 
herself, just to keep up the lus- 
tre," says the friend. “But I 
would never believe that." 


By Andrew Buncombe 

A senior Roman Catholic priest 

was last night facing jail after be- 
ing convicted of indecently as- 
saulting a teenage girl after 
baptising her into his church. 

father John Lloyd, 57, a 
spokesman for the Archbishop 
of Cardiff, was convicted of as- 
saulting the girl more than 20 
years ago. The jury convicted 
him of one indecency offence af- 
ter considering verdicts for near- 
| ly 10 hours. They had previously 
1 cleared him of four charges of 

rape and six of indecent a^ault 

They were unable to reach a ver- 
dict on a further nine charges of 
indecent assault 

All the charges, which have 
shocked the south Whies com- 
munity in which he worked for 
three decades, related to alle- 
gations dating back more than 
20years. One woman, whose al- 
legation sparked police in- 
quiries, said Lloyd had raped 
her in the confessional at her 
school 27 years ago when she 
was aged just nine. 

Cardiff Crown Court was 
told that Lloyd assaulted a 13- 
year-old schoolgirl shortly after 
baptising her. He had driven the 
girl back to his house where be 
assaulted her before taking her 
back to her grandmother. The 
victim, now aged 37 and one of 
six adults who said they were as- 
saulted as children, said yester- 
day: “1 would like to say I am 
pleased at the verdict in relation 
to ray traumatic experience ” 
Lloyd, a parish priest in 


south Whies for 32 years and a 
former primary school governor 
looked pale and drawn as the 
guilty verdict was read out 

Judge Mr Justice Rougjer re- 
manded him in custody to await 
sentence next week but warned 
a Jail term was “virtually in- 
evitable'’ given his position. 
The maximum possible sen- 
tence is two years. 

Lloyd had denied four 
charges of rape and 17 offences 
of indecent assault covering an 
18 -year period from 1970. 

The Catholic church said 
Lloyd would not longer be al- 
lowed to practise as a priest. 

The Archbishop of Cardiff 
the Most Rev John Alqysius 
Ward, said in a statement “I am 
deeply saddened and ashamed 
by the events which have cul- 
minated today in the conviction 
of Father John Lloyd My sym- 
pathy and that of the priests and 
people of the archdiocese goes 
out to all those who have suf- 
fered through his actions and to 
their families.*’ 

Since the trial began, police 
have received nine farther com- 
plaints of indecency against 
Lloyd. Senior investigating 
officers are believed to be look- 
ing into the claims and could 
question Lloyd further in 
prison. 

Mgr Kieran Corny, director 
of the Catholic Media Office, 
said last night: “The conviction 
of Fr Lloyd shows once more 
the problem of chOd abuse is 
present across our society from 
the church io the family." 
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HEARTS JOINED, 
PROPOSALS MADE AND 
VOWS RENEWED. 
THIS SATURDAY AT 
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this Valentine’s day, it’s you and Harrods. Choose from 
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Jewellery Room. Or you eonfd choose to treat your Valentine 
to a romantic meal. Heart-shaped salmon parcels with 
oysters in the Sea Grill perhaps, or a special Valentine’s 
banquet at the Georgian Restaurant. So this Saturday 
say those three special little words your loved one has 
been dying to hear. Let's visit Harrods. 
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Family tax 


By Diane Coyle 
Economics Editor 


The Goveramem will launch a 
national advertising campaign 
to boost the take-up of its 
planned working famili es tax 
credit when it replaces family 
credit next year. 

The new tax credit will also 
include a childcare credit on a 
much more generous scale than 
the childcare element of the cur- 
rent benefit for families on low 
earnings. 

The move will coincide with 
the introduction of the nation- 
al minimum wage and the re- 
form of national insurance in a 


package of measures, to be an- 
nounced in next month’s Bud- 
get, designed to make work pay 
for those on low eaniings- 
Thc package will be on the 
same scale as the Government’s 
New Deal, for which it raised 
more than £5bn from the wind- 
fall tax on privatised utilities; al- 
though the Government also 
expects the measures to re- 
duce the bOi for income support 
Dawn Primarolo, Financial 
Secretary to the Treasury, made 
it dear yesterday that the Gov- 
ernment had backed away from 
a radical early version of the 
new tax credit This is believed 
to follow the advice of Martin 


credit can go in mothers purses 


Thylor, head of the task force on 
tax and benefit reform, whose 
report will be published around 
the same time as the Budget. 

Gordon Brown, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, said in the 
House of Commons yesterday: 
“We plan to build on our £4bn 
Welfare to Wrrk programme by 
unveiling in the Budget the 
second phase of our plan to 
modernise the welfare state.” 

The initial proposals were 
widely criticised because they 
would hare posed a threat to the 
independent taxation of hus- 
bands and wives, and could 
have taken money away from 
many low-paid women, putting 


it in their husbands' pay pack- 
ets instead. 

Ms Primarolo said, in a 
speech to the Women’s Budget 
Group: "There is no threat to 
independent taxation from the 
working families lax credit Nor 
would there be a compulsory 
transfer of resources from 
women to men.” Couples could 
elect who would receive the 
credit, she said. 

The new working families 
tax credit is designed to maw? it 
plain that work pays. Unlike the 
eristir^atxlrtitwill notbeabeo- 
efit payment. It will be adminis- 
tered by the inland Revenue 
rather than the bene Sts agency. 


However, Gordon Brown, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
has moved to meet objections 
from campaigners who argued 
that the tax credit could trans- 
fer money from women to men 
within households, to the detri- 
ment of the children. The man 
is the main earner in three-fifths 
of the couples who claim fam- 
ily credit, but it is paid almost 
entirely to women. 

The Treasury has indicated 
that there wO] be an option for 
women to receive the new tax 
credit through their local post 
office, in which case it would be 
deducted from their husband's 
pay packet. In addition, al- 


though couples would have to 
xnaicp, a joint rinhn to the Inland 
Revenue, just as they jointly ap- 
ply for family credit, there will 
be no question of abolishing in- 
dependent taxation. Critics had 
feared that the need for an In- 
land Revenue assessment of the 
household's income would 
make joint taxation inevitable. 

The new childcare credit 
will replace the “childcare dis- 
regard” in family credit. This 

taken up by only 31 ,000 women, 

fewer than 5 per cent of 
claimants of the benefit 

Chris Giles, an expert at 
the independent Institute for 
Fiscal Studies, said: “It looks 


like the Government is re- 
badgmg family credit, and pay- 
ing it through the pay packet. 

They have CTded up with some- 
thing reasonably sensible. 

A Treasury spokeswoman 
said reports that the Govern- 
ment planned to pay for a big 
increase in child benefit by 
clawing some of it back in tax 
from high-earning women was 
“Speculative". 

Most campaigners see an in- 
crease in child benefit, paid to 
mothers, as the best way of im- 
proving the welfare of chil- 
dren. The catch is that child 
benefit is a universal, not 
means-tested, benefit. 



Modified 
foods 
face new 
curbs 

By Fran Abrams 


The Government will use its 
presidency of the European 
Union to tighten procedures for 
approving genetically modified 
food, the environment minister, 
Michael Meacher. said. 

In a Commons written an- 
swer he said he planned to 
press for ethical issues to be tak- 
en property into account before 
modified foods such as soya and 
maize were approved for sale in 
Europe. “We hare considerable 
concerns about the current pro- 
cedures relating to the mar- 
keting and release of genetically 
modified organisms.” 

Although genetically modi- 
fied soya products are on sale 
in Britain, a dispute is going on 
in Europe over approval of 
maize modified to resist weed 
killer and corn-borer pests. 

The maize has been ap- 
proved for sale in the EU de- 
spite opposition from the 
European Parliament, but Lux- 
embourg and Austn '3 decided 
to ban it. Mr Meacher said he 
expected the issue to be dis- 
cussed at the European Envi- 
ronment Council in June. He 
wanted to see tighter controls 
written into the European Di- 



Buffing up: Protesters on the roof of Bartle Bogle and Hegarty advertising agency protesting against its involvement with Monsanto 


rective controlling marketing 
and release of the foods, which 
was being revised at the mo- 
ment. he said. Id a statement the 
Department of Environment, 
Transport and the Regions said 
the process for approval should 
be made more transparent. 


There were also suggestions 
there should be more analysis 
of the products’ environmental 
e Sects, it said. Soya modified by 
the American firm Monsanto so 
that it can be sprayed with weed- 
killer is already approved and 
makes up about 15 per cent of 


beans imported into Britain. 
They go into 60 per cent of 
processed foods. Now an argu- 
ment is taking place over ap- 
proval of maize produced by 
another company, Novartis. 
Environmentalists’ main con- 
cern about the maize is that it 


contains a “marker" gene used 
' in lab tests which is resistant to 
antibiotics. Greenpeace says it 
could lead to resistance in farm 
animals and humans. 

Dr Ian Taylor, scientific po- 
litical adviser to Greenpeace, 
said the way European proce- 


dures worked meant that ap- 
plications to sell modified food 
could only be rejected if all the 
partners were against them. As 
one country would have had to 
propose the move, this was al- 
most impossible. 

What’s in the food? Rage 21 
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Candid Short accuses 
colleague of lying 



Clare Short Golden elephants remark a ‘dreadful mistake* 


By Anthony Bevins 
Political Editor^ 

THE SPECTRE of political 
vultures trying to pick out the 
eyes of Clare Short is present- 
ed by the outspoken Cabinet 
minister in a Valentine’s Day 
documentary to be broadcast on 
BBC2 tomorrow night. 

After a Cabinet exchange on 
the Orange Order marches in 
Northern Ireland last summer, 
an inaccurate leak appeared in 
a Sunday newspaper in October, 
in which she was reported to 
have told ministerial colleagues 
that the marches should be 
treated like those of “the Ku 
Klux Wan and Oswald Mosley’s 
Blackshirts”. 

Tomorrow's fly-on-the-wall 
documentary captures Ms 
Short's incautious reaction, in 
which she accuses an unknown 
Cabinet minister of the leak. 

“It’s just utterly malicious,” 
she says. “It’s someone from 
within the Cabinet because it’s 
a lie about a discussion that did 
take place. 

“It's very sad. It’s extraordi- 
nary that people on your own 
side would do such things, but 
there you go. I have to he a lit- 
tle bit more careful.” 

in the programme, Ms Short 
explains the background to her 
controversial reference to 
“golden elephants” after the vol- 
cano eruption on the Caribbean 
island of Montserrat. 

She says it was a “dreadful 
mistake”: she had meant to 
reflecl l he impossibility of 


islanders' demands for aid as 
“pink elephants”, but she had 
mistakenly used the adjective, 
“golden”. 

“It was dreadful" she says. 
“I fee 1 very bruised and battered 
by it. I mean, part of it is my 
fault. It isn’t all my fault, but I 
am very damaged by it, there’s 
no question about that, and 
some people have tried to use 
it to damage me. And I am 
amazed bow many vultures 
there are out there trying to pick 
my eyes out.” 

According to Peter Gill, the 
reporter, officials asked for her 
accusation against the unnamed 
Cabinet colleague to be cut, but 
it was Ms Short herself who 
asked - unsuccessfully - for 
another remark to be deleted. 

The Secretary of State for 
International Development was 
talking about her main task, 
“that of reducing by one half the 
proportion of people living in 
extreme poverty by 2015.” 

However, she then added: 
“Clearly, there can be no more 
nobler task that, the world could 
commit itself in as we approach 
the new millennium: much 
more impressive than domes at 
Greenwich, but Td better not 
talk about that. Sorry, don’t tell 
anyone I said that." 

At the end of the pro- 
gramme, she says: “I am 51- 
yeara-old. Perhaps I have learnt 
at last, but you know there are \ 
some people who aren’t as nice 
us you would like in politics.” 
Or, she might now add. in 
broadcasting either. 


Charities highlight 
loopholes in EU’s 
‘ethical’ arms code 

By Fran Abrams are serious omissions which 

Political Correspondent threaten to undermine the-ef- 

ficacy of the code, they said. 

A LEAKED copy of the Euro- A central part of the code 

pean Union's new “ethical” demands that if one EU coun- 
anns-dealiog code thrashed out try hopes to win a contract that 
between Britain and France another has refused on ethical 
reveals loopholes which will grounds, it must inform its part- 
allow exports to repressive ner of what it is doing. But 
regimes to continue, a group of because the code does not put 
charities claimed last night. a time-scale on the transfer of 
They said the code, which is information a member state 
meant to parallel Robin Cook’s could unwittingly gram a licence 
ethical foreign policy, would not which another had turned 
stop arms brokets in Europe down, the group said, 
from transferring weapons from The code says export U- 

one Third World country to an - cences should be refused if 
other. The Foreign Office put they might interfere with human 
up a robust defence of the rights and fundamental free-, 
draft code, saying that it doms in the recipient country, 
regarded it as a major step for- EU countries should not' allow 
ward. exports which would prolong or 

A joint statement from aggravate existing aimed-con- 
Qxfam, Amnesty International, flicts, or which could be used 
Saferworld and Basic, the ' other than for the legitimate 
British American Security defence and security needs of 
Information Council, said the the recipient country. It begins, 
new guidelines were not tough though, with a preliminary 
enough to guard against human statement which says: “EU 
rights abuses. member states are committed 

Governments export to to the maintenance of a strong 
repressive regimes providing defence industry which Is a 
the equipment was for the pro- strategic part of their industri- - 
lection of their security forces, ai base as well as their defence 
there was no parliamentary effort. They recognisetbat de- 
scrutiny of the procedures and fonce exports can Crintribute to 
there was nothing to stop arms international stabQity.” .. 
shipments from being diverted The agreement is signifi- 

to wa r zones, the charities said, cant because the EU has a 40 ' 
Although plans to secure per cent share of the world's 
an agreement during the British arms market Britain has the 
presidency of the EU were wel- world’s second largest arms 
come, there were many short- trade after the United States, 
comings, they said. “The and France has the next largest 
proposed code states that it is in Europe after Britain. . i 
the duty of member states to A Foreign Office spokesman 
promote transparency and sai± u We think this is an impor- 
mention is made of need to tant step in the rigjbt direction ... 
harmonise export licensing pro- We believe it is a very important 
cedures, but there are no mea- step towards achieving our goal, 
sures included to ensure that which is a more responsible 
these aims are realised. These international aims trade." 
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Last week, the town of Rosiaq was devastated by. an 
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outside world. Medecins Sans Frontifires were in the area. 
A field hospital has been established and smaller clinics 
are being set up. Mobile teams have been organised to 
collect the wounded and hundreds of people have been 
treated for fractures, head wounds and trauma. 

It’s not over though. Thousands of people from outlying 
areas are now converging on Rostaq seeking help and 
m the wake of the earthquake, the weather has turned 
savagely cold. Medecins Sans Fromieres are doing all 
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future: Lauren and Ashton Mills with their mother Tobi who is dying of cancer Photograph; Oxford Mall 


SAVE £2 on 




Plight of children who 


may never find a family 


By Kathy Marks 
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SCORES of children with 
hopeful, gap-toothed smiles 
gaze out from the pages of Be 
My Parent, a bi-monthly news- 
paper published by the British 
Agencies for Adoption and 
Fostering. 

It is one of the main market 
places for advertising children 
for whom local authorities a re 
seeking long-term carers. It is 
a highly competitive business; 
the supply of children far ex- 
ceeds the pool of people pre- 
pared to provide them with a 
home and a family life. 

The problem was highlight- 
ed this week when a newspaper 
in Oxford published a plea by 
10-year-old twins whose moth- 
er is dying of cancer. “Kids and 
dpg for hire,” wrote Lauren and 
Ashton Mills. “Life-term con- 
tract. Sad gits need not apply.” 


The pathos of then- situation 
Uigs at the heartstrings, but 
the twins are not typical of the 
children who are offered for 
adoption and fostering through 
advertisements in the local and 
national press, or in specialist 
publications. 

They tend to be those who 
are most difficult to place: older 
children, childrea with disabil- 
ities or special needs, children 
who have suffered neglect or 
abuse. Nearly all are in local 
authority care. 

The fact that young people 
have to be offered like wares un- 
derlines the national shortage 
of carers. The common mis- 
conception is that there are 
more adoptive parents looking 
for children than vice-versa, 
but that only applies to small ba- 
bies. There are never enough 
people to take on the older or 
problematic cases. 


Several factors are to blame. 
Although overall there are 
fewer children in care than 10 
years ago, a far larger propor- 
tion are now placed with fam- 
ilies, rather than in residential 
homes. Many more mothers 
work than in the past, so they 
are less inclined to take on fos- 
tering responsibilities. And chil- 
dren in care have had a bad 
press in recent years. 

“We are talking of a poten- 
tial crisis in terms of the avail- 
ability of suitable foster homes,” 
said Moira Gibb, chair of the 
children and families committee 
of the Association of Directors 
of Social Services. 

AH local authorities use 
some form of advertising, on lo- 
cal radio as well as in newspa- 
pers. Further along the process, 
once potential foster/adoptive 
parents have been vetted, they 
m ight be shown a video of a par- 


ticular child to see if the initial 
“chemistry” clicks. 

John Harrison, editor of Be 
My Parent, says that the most 
powerful selling-point in an ad- 
vertisement is the photograph. 
■T suppose it's inevitable, but ob- 
viously there is the worry that 
people are too easily influ- 
enced by appearance.” 

Advertisements are candid, 
but cautiously worded, in order 
to protect confidentiality and to 
deter paedophiles. Adjectives 
such as “attractive” are nevere 
used; a background of sexual 
abuse is referred to as “a diffi- 
cult early life 71 . 

Mr Harrison confesses to 
misgivings about die whole con- 
cept. “Putting children in a. 
catalogue is a horrible business, 
and I wish it didn’t have to hap- 
pen. But if it finds them the right 
family, then the end justifies 
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Miners fund their Aberfan families 
own illness payout offered just £50 
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WITH NO DEPOSIT 



Miners who won up to £3.6bn 
in compensation for bronchitis 
and emphysema will fund a 
large chunk of their payout 
from their own pension funds, 
it emerged yesterday. 

The Government mil get a 
£1.15bn bonus over the next 10 
years from surpluses amassed 
by the miners’ and British 
Coal staff pension schemes. 

It was able to do this after 
taking over the schemes when 
the coal industry was priva- 
tised. Under arrangements 
made by the Conservatives, the 
Government will take 50 per 
cent of all future surpluses in 
return for guaranteeing pen- 
sion payments. 

Yesterday, Bleddyn Han- 
cock, South Whies general 
secretary of the pit deputies* 
union Nacods, said the Gov- 
ernment should hand back 
the money to miners and find 
the compensation from other 
sources. “It would be a despi- 
cable act if the miners have to 
pay for their own compensa- 
tion,” he said. 

Between them, the Mine 
Workers’ Pension Scheme and 
the British Coal Staff Super- 
annuation Scheme have assets 
of more than £20bn. Last year, 
the mine workers’ scheme 
declared a surplus of £15bn. 


half of which was taken by the 
Government- Now the staff 
scheme is to declare a surplus 
of more than £750,000 which 
will also be split between pen- 
sioners and the Government. 

Although the pensioners’ 
payments are index-linked, 
Mr Hancock said the staff 
pensioners could have re- 
ceived a bonus of £10 per 
week each on top of that from 
their scheme’s surplus. In- 
stead, they received just £5. 

Mr Hancock led the recent 
High Court battle for com- 
pensation for miners with 
chest diseases. Up to 100,000 
former miners are likely to 
claim compensation after the 
judge found that the company, 
and the coal board before it, 
had been negligent in failing 
to take reasonable steps to 
minimise coal dust which trig- 
gered the diseases. 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try said the Government bad 
actually paid £L5bn into the 
staff scheme over the past 40 
years. 

The Mine 'Workers* Pension 
Scheme had a guarantee from 
the Government, and “in return 
for that guarantee the Gov- 
ernment shares with the ben- 
eficiaries any surpluses. If there 
is no surplus or if it is in deficit 
then the Government will have 
to fund that”. 


By Tony Heath 


FAMILIES bereaved in the 
Aberfan disaster in which 1 16 
children and 28 adults died 
were initially offered just £50 
compensation each by the 
National Coal Board, it was 
disclosed yesterday on the eve 
of the unveiling at Merthyr 
Tydfil of archive material not 
seen for more than 30 years. 

Eventually, the NCB paid 
out a total of £160,000 - £500 
for each child, money for 
traumatised survivors and 
compensation for damage to 
property. 

The disaster, on 21 Octo- 
ber 1966, buried Pantglas 
school under an avalanche of 
colliery waste when a tip above 
the village collapsed. 

Much of the new material 
now open to public scrutiny 
was discovered by Iain 
McLean, professor of politics 
at Nuffield College, Oxford. It 
was released under the 30-year 
rule at the Public Record 
Office, Kew. 

His research assistant. Mar- 
tin Johnes, spent four months 
sorting through a mountain of 
documents discovered at 
Merthyr library. 

The 73 files of evidence tak- 
en at the subsequent inquiry 
tell part of the stoiy. Boxes of 
reports, council minutes and 
correspondence between the 


NCB and Merthyr council 
concerning tip safety long pres 
date the disaster. A yellowing 
cutting from the Merthyr 
Express of 10 September 1960 
records residents’ feats with 
tiie NCB responding that the 
tip posed no danger. Hundreds 
of letters from residents, some 
written in the 1950s, foresaw 
the disaster. • •* - 7 

While rescuers were frying, : 
to extricate victims from the 
mass of slurry. Lord Robeiis, 
then NCB chairman, was at 
a party to mark his installytinp 
as Chancellor of Surrey 
University. - --■ 

He went to South 'Steles the 
next day after commenting- 
on the “ghoulish” media covT 
erage. Professor McLean said 
yesterday: “The Coal Board 
spin -doctored its way all along. 
It controlled the agenda from 
the day of the disaster. 

Despite the tribunal’s 
strongly worded report. Lord 
Robens did not resign, nor was 
any blameworthy member of 
Coal Board staff dismissed or 
prosecuted.” 

Despite its charitable static " 
the disaster fund which raised 
£ 1.75m was forced to con- 
tribute £150,000 towards the " 
removal of other tips looming 
over the village. Last year, the ' 
Secretary of State for Wales. 
Ron Davies, arranged for tie 
money to be repaid. 
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f cii^acion as 
loyal Academy 
Returns to profit 


A few of my 


favourite paintings, by Vincent van 


Gogh 


By Louise Jury 

SUCCESSFUL exhibitions and 
strong financial mana g e ment 
have transformed the financial 
fortunes of the debt-ridden 
Bpyal Academy in London, its 
management said yesterday. 

' An 1 1-per-cent increase in 
the number of visitors to more 
than 1 million helped turn in an 
operating surplus in 1997 for the 
first time in four years. And that 
was without the crowd-pulling 
Sensation exhibition which falls 
within the current financial 
year! 

fan Blatchford, the finance 
director, said it was on course 
to Be.out of the red by the end 
of K8>9, a year earlier than pro- 
jected in a business plan im- 
plemented when the Royal 
Academy hit financial disaster 
twa years ago. 

The Academy has gone for 
calculated programming to se- 
cure its future with a major 
Monet exhibition at the begin- 
ning of 1999. Its last show of 
MoneL works, in 1990, proved 
the most popular in RA histo- 
ry with 658,000 visitors. 

The financial turnaround 
comes two years after auditors 
discovered the 229-year-old in- 
stitution had debts of more 
than £3m following inadequate 
financial controls and a 


£400,000 fraud by the former 
bursar, Thsvor Clark. 

The annual report yesterday 
showed that last year the RA cut 
its accumulated deficit to £1.8m, 
returning an unexpected oper- 
ating surplus of f 175,000. This 
compared with an operating 
deficit of £ 1.4m in 1996. 

Cost-cutting and new av- 
enues for raising sponsorship 
contributed to the improve- 
ment However, David Gor- 
don, the former ITN chief 
executive brought in to resolve 
the crisis, warned that there was 
a limited amount of corporate 
sponsorship now available. 

He backed The Indepen- 
dent's campaign for tax reform 
to encourage individual dona- 
tions to the arts. “If the tax laws 
were simplified the whole 
process would be made much 
easier to use," he said. 

Launching the annual re- 
port, Sir Philip Dowson, the 
RA’s president, thanked the 
“herculean efforts” of staff for 
the turnaround and said: “The 
last year is really a very con- 
siderable achievement” 

Three exhibitions - Gia- 
cometti , Braque and Living 
Bridges , which was sponsored by 
The Independent - attracted 
more than 100,000 visitors as 
well as receiving critical ac- 
claim. The Summer Exhibition, 


where works by amateurs vye 
for position and sales with those 
by academicians,attracted near- 
ly 150,000 viators after years of 
decline. 

The friends of the RA 
scheme, which celebrates its 21st 
anni versary this year, now has 
more than 70,000 members and 
is.the third largest in the world. 
The corporate members hip 
scheme, which includes 129 
companies, is the largest in the 
UK. 

Sir Philip said plans for the 
future included a £100,000 fea- 
sibility study into taking over the 
vacated Museum of Mankind, 
which is owned by the Depart- 
ment of Culture, and turning it 
into an educational centre, 
including lecture room. 




on display until 17 May at Hertford House, central London, to celebrate 


DAILY POEM . 

On Monsieur’s Departure 

-- By Queen Elizabeth I 

1 grieve and dare not show my discontent 
I love and yet am forced to seem to hate, 

I do. yet dare not say I ever meant, 

I seem stark mute but inwardly do prate. 

1 am and not I freeze and yet am burned. 

Since from myself another self 1 turned. 

My care is like my shadow in the sun. 

Follows me flying, flies when I pursue it 

Stands and lies by me. doth what 1 have done. 

His too famili ar care doth make me rue iL 
No means I find to rid him from my breast 
Till by the end of things it be supprest. 

Some gentler passion slide into my mind. 

For I am soft and madeof melting snow. 

Or be more cruel, love, and so be kind. 

Let me or float or sink, be high or low. 

\ Or let me live with some more sweet content 
r Or die and so forget what love ere meant 
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By Ian Burrell 


HIGHEY SENSITIVE radar equipment tos 
broken down on board HMSJ«vi^.tta 
aircraft carrier which forms thebackbone 
of the British milUaiy force m the Quit. 

Members of the ship's company have 
called home to their families to report their 
concerns over the loss of a key part of the 
ship's defence system. Families were said 




aircraft carrier to head for Gulf as 'Invincible' undergoes radar repa ^ 
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UN in last-ditch 

drive for peace 



By Rupert ComweU 

The United Nations, and above 
all its Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, are now at the centre of 
e Sorts to secure a diplomatic so- 
lution to the Gulf crisis, and 
avert the US and British aerial 
onslaught on Iraq which could 
start in a matter of days. 

Although a first round of 
talks with the five permanent 
members of the Security Coun- 
cil on Wednesday made little 

progress, Mr Annan plans to re- 
peat the exercise today, and 
British officials professed them- 
selves “not discouraged'’ with 
the outcome. 

If the five can agree on a 
ri rer enough mandate, the Sec- 
retary General could yet trav- 
el to Baghdad - as the Iraqis 
themselves have long been urg- 
ing. But Mr Annan says he will 
not eo until a deal is at hand. 
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steps forward," but there was 
still a “long way to go - 

Reaching agreement wrthm 
the Security Council will be al- 
most as tough as finding one 

with Baghdad. 

While Britain and Ub are 
uncompromising that Saddam 
must fully comply wiLh existing 
UN resolutions or face the 
prospect of military strikes, 
France and China are opposed 
to the use of force, while Rus- 
sia’s ferocious hostility visibly 
shocked William Cohen, the Ub 
Defense Secretary, when he 

visited Moscow yesterday. 

Complicating matters is the 
possibility of a further UN res- 
olution on Iraq. Britain main- 
tains that existing UN 
resolutions authorise the use of 
force, but would none the less 
like to see another one now - 
as a “strong signal," a senior 
foreign Office official put it, 
which would be a “final warn- 
ing" to Saddam. 

But its tabling is being held 
up by the differences on the Se- 
curity Council, and any text that 
could be agreed might be so 
weak that it only advertises the 
disunity of the international 
community over an attack. 

Failure to agree anything 
would simply underline those 
divisions even more sharply - 
which is why the US is pro- 
foundly suspicious of the whole 
enterprise. 

In the meantime, despite 
offers of logistical assistance 
dribbling in from various Eu- 
ropean capitals, the ETTS heart 
is plainly not in the enterprise. 

In the Gulf, Foreign Office 
minister Derek Fatchett wound 
up a visit to Oman and the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, claiming 
opinion in the Gulf was hard- 
ening against Saddam, but most 


other Arab coimtri^^Uas 

believe the 
next few davs will show whether 
"possible. •TT.e^rre- 
nains open "they say- Wbb- 

incidence or Ottawa*, f^edy 
me phrase employed by the 
Iraqi Foreign Munster Mo- 
Ened Saeed aFSahafy £ 
terday after a meeting with the 

Arab League in Cairo- - 
Bui the US military build-up 

continues relentlessly, with the 

^ouncementthataforffier-W 

aircraft including F-117 Stealth 
fighters and B-52 heavy 
bombers will be going to the 
Gulf. Two Patriot anti-missile 
missile batteries - flawed stars 
of the W91 war - have already 
been dispatched to the region. 

Notwithstanding the un- 
yieldingly tough talk by the 
US, a sense is growing that 
diplomacy may yet stave off the 
worst Taken at face value, a de- 
clared British readiness to took 
at “special arrangements for 

the inspection of Saddam s 
presidential palaces does not 
amount to much. 

Whatever these arrange- 
ments, they will have to include 
the right for repeal inspec- 
tions, and contain no time lim- 
it on them. Richard Butier, the 

head of UNSCOM must also 
take part. And, Britain and the 
US insist, the Iraqi undertakings 
must be in writing. 

But, some diplomats say, 
brinkmanship is starting to 
budge the fast-frozen diplo- 
matic ice floes. 

The UN is in the thick of 
things, and Baghdad's revised 
offer of a two month inspection 
period for eight “presidential 
palaces”, though already re- 
jected by Washington, London 
and Paris, may not be its lasL 
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By Colin Brown 

Chief FbliticaJ Correspondent 


TONY BLAIR yesterday se- 
cured Cabinet backing for war in 
the Gulf after dismissing Saddam 
Hussein's offer of a compromise 
over United Nations inspections 
of presidential palaces as “com- 
pletely hopeless”. 

A Cabinet source told The 
Independent that there was no 
dissent within the Cabinet, and 
there was a feeling that war was 
now inevitable. “No one spoke 
against it Force is the only thing 
that may move Saddam." 

Mr Blair’s official spokes- 
man said: “The Prime Minister 
set out that should it go to mii- 
itary action, it was important that 
every effort was made to ensure 
that civilian life was not harmed. 

“He believed we have the 
technology and that any military 
action could be carried out in 
a way to avoid that and any en- 
vironmental catastrophe.". 

But the Cabinet is braced to 
withstand public protests over 
the possible civilian casualties. 
“There may be so-called 'col- 
lateral’ damage, which means 
civilians will get killed. Saddam 
is absolutely ruthless and he 
won’ l care if his own people are 
killed. He has killed his own 
people before," the Cabinet 
source said. 

The Cabinet was given an 
outline briefing on the targets 
including the palaces and Pres- 
ident Saddam's Republican 
Guard by the Secretary of State 
for Defence, George Robertson. 

To prepare public opinion for 
the war. Downing Street em- 
phasised lhaL the palaces Presi- 
dent Saddam refuses to open to 
proper scrutiny by UN arms in- 
spection teams are not historic 
monuments, but military bases, 
including one as big as Paris. 

Mr Blair told the Cabinet 
that President Saddam had of- 


fered to allow the UN teams 
into the palaces but only for one 
inspection. “That is absolutely 
hopeless," be said. 

The Prime Minister made it 
clear that he would lead a con- 
certed propaganda campaign to 
counter the anti-war protests 
with details of the Iraqi sLodk- 
piles of weapons of mass de- 
struction. The spokesman said: 
“He said people have to realise 
these weapons aren’t a theo- 
retical, abstract threat He was . 
saying to ministers that when;-.*, 
they are out and about talking, 
to journalists and colleagues and: /' 
making speeches and so on, that 
we have to be constantly ex: 
plaining why this is so serious.” ; 

Mr Blair pointed out to the 
Cabinet that there had been oc- 
casions when inspection teams 

had only uncovered weapons on 
their fourth visit Mr Robertson 

reinforced Mr Blair's message 
by briefing the Cabinet on .Unit- 
ed States aerial spy photographs 
showing that the Iraqis moved 
weapons material around the 
bases in convoys of. lorries,, 
when inspection teams arrived. 

He drew the attention of the 
Cabinet to newspaper articles 
warning that the threat was ' 
not theoretical but real, and that 
Iraq had developed several 
germs and toxins for weapons, 
including anthrax, botulinum, 
and the nerve gas. Agent 15. He ' 
said everybody was working 
flat out to ny to get a diplomatic : 
solution and that remained the 
objective, but be said the GoVr 
eminent had to get more facts 
On President Saddam’s arsenals. 

Reporting on the diplomat- 
ic efforts, in the absence of the 
Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
who is in Panama, Mr Blair said 
that contrary to the impression 
given in the newspapers, there 
was greater support lining up 
the strategy against Iraq than 
had been reported. 
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Bellicose Russians ambush US defence chief 


a Y Phil Reeves 


ifi Moscow 


Moscow without a druhb nn 

“'^rtsiscvaS 
under the heat of the television 

lights yesterday during an en- 

e*SSSSS!E 

Russian defence minister, I^ r 
^ er geyev - ex-chj c f of the elite 
strategic missile forces - 
pounced on his American visi- 
tor with a warning that Vtesh- 
uigtons policy could badly 
damage US-Russian relations 

Mr Cohen, hot-foot from a 

six-nation Gulf tour which in- 
cluded pep talks to US troops 
on the USS George Washington 
aircraft-carrier, arrived here 
denying his mission was to win 
over the Russians - a sentiment 
plausible as a claim by 
Bui Clinton that he is uninter- 
ested in women. He also said be 
hoped the Iraq crisis would 



Cohen: Given a telling-off 
by Russian marshal 


not dominate the agenda; they 
wanted to discuss nuclear safe- 
ty and disarmament. But the 
Russian, his uniform gleaming 
with a marshal's decorations, 
was not in a peaceable mood. 

Although his words were 
Jess emotive than the “confla- 
gration" and “world war" pre- 
dicted by his boss, Boris Yeltsin, 
they were a departure from the 
usual diplomatic niceties. Mr 
Cohen’s aides listened in silence 
as the Russian lectured him 
about Moscow's “deep con- 
cern over the possible prospects 
for Russian-US relations in the 
military field, especially if mil- 
itary action occurs.” 

As the two sat across a table, 
the Russian continued; “Is 
-America ready for all the pos- 
sible consequences? Does the 
uncompromising and tough 
stand of the United States over 
Iraq help to strengthen stabili- 
ty and security in the world?” 

Mr Cohen, a stiff, softly-spo- 
ken figure, seemed be taken 
aback by this blunt - and obvi- 
ously stage-managed - public 
dressing-down (although his 


staff denied it). When it ended, 
he asked to respond, “President 
(.union has exercised great cau- 
tion in not making haste... but 
rather proceeding cautiously 
and with great prudence,” he 
said. 

“You properly raised the 
question of what are the possi- 
ble consequences of acting mil- 
itarily. It is equally appropriate 
to ask the question 'what if we 
fail to act and allow Saddam to 
continue to flout the UN reso- 
lutions. to continue to play 
hide-and-seek with the inspec- 
tors?' ” 

He also tried to lower the 
temperature, calling the US- 
Russian relationship one “of 
critical importance to our two 
countries" and describing Rus- 
sia as “a great power”. But the 
encounter only served to em- 
phasise the gap that divides 
Washington and Moscow. 

With US commanders in 
the Gulf saying their military 
machine will be ready to strike 
Iraq in a week, the crisis was in- 
evitably going to overshadow 
Mr Cohen's trip. Sympathy for 
Baghdad has been running high 
for dqys in Russia, and is evident 
daily in the newspaper coverage. 
Yesterday Izvestia said an attack 
on Iraq's chemical weapons 
could cause disaster, endan- 
gering millions in neighbouring 
countries. The crisis was pro- 
pelled further into centre stage 
by a report in yesterday’s Wash- 
ington Post that UN inspectors 
in Iraq last autumn found doc- 
uments from 1995 referring to 
a Russian deal to sell an anim al 
feed fermentation tank to Bagh- 
dad which could be used for 
making biological weapons. Six 
weeks ago the UN demanded 
an explanation from Moscow, 
the paper said, but received no 
reply. 

Moscow’s Foreign Ministry 
dismissed the story as a “crude 
invention”. It claimed Russia's 
contribution to Baghdad’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
was “practically nil”, adding 
that most components came 
from western Europe - notably 
the Germans, Austrians and 
Swiss. Mr Cohen declined to 
confirm or deny the Washington 
Post report, saying it was an is- 
sue for the UN to investigate. 

Mr Cohen’s visit did help 
clarify another issue, though. 
For several years Washington 
and Nato’s spin-doctors have 
justified the alliance's east- 
wards expansion by arguing 
that it is not an issue that mat- 
ters to Russians. True, most of 
the 147 mfllion population have 
more immediate worries. But 
with the uncoiling mood of 
anti-Americanism within the 
Russian elite, unlocked by US 
policy in the Gulf, the West 
might now have to rethink that 
argument. 
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■ Last week an earthquake killed over 4000 people in 
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A Russian 

ultra-nationalist. 

With a portrait of 

President Saddam 

Hussein, picketing the US 

embassy 

in Moscow 

Photograph: Reuters 



Nationwide's current account, a thousand times 




than a bank account 



If you are one of the people who are 
regularly overdrawn — and had transferred 
your bank account to a Nationwide 
FlexAccount when it was launched back 
in 1987 - you could have been up to 
£1,000 better off by now. Assuming you 
were overdrawn 10 months in the year, 
you could have been up to £1,054 better 
off had you switched from Barclays; up to 
£643 better off had you moved from 
NarWesr; and up ro £763 better off had 
you transferred from Lloyds. Even if you 
were nevqr overdrawn, you could still 
have been at least £58 better off. 


Ten years on, nothings changed - 
you still get better value from a 
Nationwide FlexAccount. Because, unlike 
many of the High Street banks, we don’t 
charge you a fee for agreed overdrafts. 
And the interest we charge - only for the 
actual 'days you’re overdrawn — is among 
the lowest around. Just as important, we 
also pay a great rate of interest when 
you’re in credit. 

You’re better off in terms of 
convenience, too. Especially since we 
became the first in the UK to launch an 
Internet banking service - Online 


Banking, the latest in a long line of 
Nationwide innovations.’ 

If it all sounds too good to be true, 
there’s a simple explanation. Because 
we’re a building society owned by our 
customers, we don’t have to pay any 
dividends to shareholders. Unlike rhe 
banks. We believe in putting our 
customers first instead, and using more of 
our profits to give you better value and 
better service. 

What more incentive do you need? 
Put yourself first and open a Nationwide 

FlexAccount today. 


Change today. Call us on 0500 30 20 17, quoting ref. FD9, drop into any Nationwide branch to 
pick up details and an easy to use transfer pack, or visit our web site at www.natiomvide.co.uk 


It pays to decide... 




putting members first 


The World's No.1 Building Society 


You must be 16 or over to apply for a FlexAccount. The opening of a FlexAccount and the provision of ccimain finalities b subject to an appraisal of an applicant's financial standing, Overdrafts are only 
available to those aged 18 or over, subject to status. Overdrafts are repayable on demand. Written quotations available on request. The above figures compare FlexAccount with interest bearing current accounts 
during the period fiora 18 May 1987 to 31 December 1997. The better off figures arc derived by deducting the assumed charges and overdraft interest (where relevant) from the assumed credit interest for each 
account compared over the 10’i year period. 'Calniktio ns assume credit interest was paid gross without deduction of tax. Credit interest U normally paid n «, after tax, if you are a taxpayer. Higher rate rax 
payers may have had to pay additional tax. Calculations assume a £500 opening credit balance, a £1 500 credit each month. £300 expenses paid on the first day of each month and thereafter equal amounts 
spent throughout the month creating a £300 authorised overdraft on the last day of each month except August and September in the lift yew period. In August and September the balance is drawn down to a 
£50 credit balance. For customers who never overdraw the assumption is the balance is drawn down to a £50 credit balance each month. A customer following this scenario who transferred from Baidays would 
be £58 better off from Lloyds £59 and from NmWcr £74. Full details of charges, credit interest rates and overdraft rates applied over the IO'/j years are available on request. Information verified by 
Slays MonevMaster. Approved overdraft rates and charges at 17 December 1997 are as follows: Nationwide .1.2,3% EAB. nil monthly fee; Barclays 18.8% EAR £5 monthly fee: Lloyds 
^ 8.8% EAR £S monthly fee NatWest 1ZJH&JE&B. £5 monthly fee. Interest rates and charges may vary. Nationwide U a member of the Building Societies Ombudsman Scheme and subscribe IO 'ihc 

Banking and Mortgage Codes. NarionwkieBiuldingSodeiy, Nationwide House, Pipera Way, Swindon SN381NW. ' 
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Starr turns up 
heat on Clinton 


By John Cariin in \Afeshmgton 

Kenneth Starr turned up the 
heat on President Bill Clinton 
yesterday, waging psychological 
war on bis alleged paramour. 
Monica Lewinsky, and testing 
the limits of legal propriety by 
serving a subpoena on a Secret 
Service agent formerly on the 
White House staff. 

Seeking to crack Ms Lewin- 
sky’s apparent resolve not to tes- 
tify that the President urged her 
to lie under oatb about an al- 
leged affair. Mr Starr, the in- 
dependent prosecutor 

investigating Mr Clinton, was 
trying to get at the former 
White House intern through her 
mother. Marcia Lewis appeared 
before the grand jury yesterday 
for the third successive day to 
answer questions about her 
daughter’s relationship with the 
President. 

After the first day's interro- 
gation on Tuesday she was all 
smiles but when she emerged on 
Wednesday she looked hag- 
gard. The pressure from Mr 
Starr's legal team had been so 
fierce she broke down in court 
and a nurse was called. 


Sudan leader 
dies in crash 

SUDAN'S First Vice-President, 
Lieutenant-General Al-Zubeir 
Mohammad Saleh, and at least 
two other officials were killed 
when their plane crashed in a 
river in fog in southern Sudan 
yesterday. 

The official Suna agency 
said there were two survivors. 
A diplomat in the capital, Khar- 
toum, said the plane apparent- 
ly tried to .land on a small 
runway in the town of Nasir, 700 
km (435 miles) from the capi- 
tal near the Sobat River and not 
far from the Ethiopian border. 


“This is a very emotionally 
draining and difficult time for 
my client” Mis Lewis’s lawyer 
said. 

“No mother should be 
forced by federal prosecutors to 
testify against her child." Ms 
Lewinsky’s lawyer. William 
Ginsbuig, said Mr Starr and his 
staff were striving “to break my 
client down a piece at a time. I 
would describe it as abuse.” 

Ms Lewinsky and her moth- 
er, who shortened her name to 
Lewis apparently ter boost an in- 
cipient bo ok- writing career, 
shared an apartment at Wash- 
ington’s Watergate building. 
Prosecutors are working on the 
premise that Ms Lewis confid- 
ed in her mother about the in- 
timacies. of her relationship 
with the President. 

Ms Lewinsky was scheduled 
to appear before the grand jury 
yesterday but, her mother’s 
grilling having continued longer 
than anticipated, she is expect- 
ed to face her moment of truth 
next week. As may a former 
White House Secret service 
agent subpoenaed yesterday to 
face questioning before the 
grand jury on whether he can 


confirm previous reports that, 
contrary to the President’s pub- 
lic denials. he and Ms Lewinsky 
spent time together alone in the 
Oval Office. 

Mr Starr’s decision to com- 
pel testimony from the agent 
caused a storm in Washington. 

Democratic congressmen 
loyal to the President voiced 
outrage at the depths to which 
they said Mr Starr had sunk, 
while the Treasury Department, 
which employs the Secret Ser- 
vice staff was gearing up to fight 
the judicial order, arguing that 
the agent's participation in the 
legal fray would undermine 
trust between the President 
and his security detail. 

Another former member of 
the Secret Service staff told the 
press on Tuesday he escorted 
Ms Lewinsky to a private meet- 
ing with the President in autumn 
1995. 

It was not dear yesterday 
whether he too bad received a 
subpoena from Mr Starr. 

Polls show the President’s 
popularity remains high, while 
the media, widely perceived to 
be engaging in gutter journal- 
ism, has hit rock-bottom. 
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Indian women cheering as a helicopter carrying Sonia Gandhi hovered over the site of an election rally at Faridabad, in die western steteof 
Haryana. Sonia Gandhi was campaigning for the Congress Party Photograph: Suraon uar/*r 



German Euro-sceptics put political differences aside to attack Emu 


Saleh: Killed as plane tried 
tc land in heavy fog 


\ By Imre Karacs in Bonn 

| THE BATTUE against the euro 
: intensified yesterday as two 
i leading figures from opposite 
; sides of the German political di- 
: vide launched a frontal assault 
| on monetary union. 

Breaking ranks with his gev- 
; e rumen t colleagues, Kurt 
: Biedenkopf, one of the most 
. powerful regional grandees. 
; urged an “orderly postpooe- 
: ment” of Emu beyond the mil- 
: lennium. On the left, Henning 
: Voscherau, a top financial ex- 
pert of the Social Democrats, 


shattered a taboo by calling for 
a referendum. 

Both men have advertised 
their Euro-scepticism in the 
past, but neither has made the 
point so forcefully and at such 
an awkward moment as now. 
Coming in the wake of a court 
case against the euro and a man- 
ifesto signed by 155 economics 
professors opposing Emu, the 
latest interventions have reunit- 
ed the faltering campaign to 
.save- the Deutschmark. 

Mr Biedenkopf. the Prime 
Minister of Saxony and defeat- 
ed rival of Chancellor Helmut 


Kohl suggested in a newspaper 
interview that the next phase of 
monetary union should be post- 
poned to 2001 According to the 
current schedule, this - third - 
stage is to begin next January 
with the linking of national 
currencies, which are to be 
withdrawn from circulation 
three years later. 

“There should be an order- 
ly extension of the second 
stage" Mr Biedenkopf told the 
Sdchsische Zdtung. He said he 
agreed with the authors of the 
manifesto, who bad argued in 
an open letter earlier this week 


that most European govern- 
ments had failed to fulfil the 
economic criteria of monetary 
convergence. 

Mr Voscherau. the former 
mayor of Hamburg, also claims 
to have been swayed by schol- 
arly argument. While he de- 
scribes himself as an advocate 
of deeper European integration, 
be disagrees with the way the 
project is being implemented, 
and bemoans the lack of dis- 
cussion in Germany. “This sa- 
credness, this lack of conflict, is 
like a cathedral buDt up over the 
euro that greatly prohibits pub- 


lic debate,” be said. Both the So- 
cial Democrats and Mr Kohl's 
Christian Democrats have 
signed up for the euro, and are 
trying to prevent the issue 
clouding the election campaign 
later this year. Mr Voscherau 
did attempt to exploit German 
resentment over monetary 
anion a £ his own regional elec- 
tions Iasi September. He was 
punished with the worst result 
for the Social Democrats in the 
dry-stale since the war, and was 
forced out of office. 

“We should launch a move- 
ment towards democratic union 


with a timetahle and an agen- 
da in which countries who are 
prepared to join would have a 
common currency,” he said 
yesterday. Appearing at ' the 
launch of a book penned by the 
four economics professors who 
are suing the German govern- 
ment, Mr Voscherau proposed 
a referendum coinciding with.' 
next September’s parliamen- 
tary elections. 

However, the 1 government is 
unHkeiy to bow to his wishes, for 
the simple reason that the out- 
come of a plebiscite is pre- 
ordained. 
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Unions on warpath as Seoul faces its first big crisis after the IMF bail 

By RichanJ Uot j 
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announced 


a strike among em- 


ployees of some of the biggest companies. 
The Prosecutor-General’s office issued a 
statement saying that the strike was illegal, 
and that strikers would be punished. Po- 
lice pre-emptively scaled off a Catholic 
cathedral in central Seoul, a traditional 
place of sanctuary for strike leaders. 

After the collapse of its currency at the 
end of last year, South Korea was saved by 
the International Monetary Fund with a 


record hail-out plan worth some $5Hbn. The 
money is to be provided on condition that 
the government pushes through drastic re- 
forms of the country's closed and regulat- 
ed economic system, including legislation 
promoting “flexibility” - the right of com- 
panies to lay off workers more easily. 

An agreement reached with the gov- 
ernment last week has been rejected by the 
KCTU, which predicts that 100,000 work- 


ers will join the strike in 67 offices and fac- 
tories, including the huge Hyundai and Dae- 
woo car plants. 

After similar legislation was forced 
through parliament, Seoul was hit by a se- 
ries of violent demonstrations and strikes 
which forced the government of President 
Kim Young Sam to step down just over a 
year ago. Ibday, the situation is very dif- 
ferent, with a new prcskSeat, Kim Dae Jung, 


smn to be inaugurated, and a 
cepumce Ihat harsh measures are needed 
to see South Korea through its 

At present redundancies can oidybe 
forced through with the agreement ofa 

union or with permission from a court. Last 

week's agreement, which was to have 
passed Saw in next month's National 
Assembly, was to have removed 
lection, in retumforgreaterumon fteedom. 
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Diana’s song 
raises $400,000 


By Tim CbrnweUl 

m Los Angeles 


0 


THE original lyrics to “Candle 
in the Wind 1997”, the highest- 
selling- single in history, were 
sold for 5400,000 at a charity 
auction in Lbs Angeles to a 
foundation created by Walt 
Disney’s daughter. The song, 
which opened with the phrase 
“Goodbye English Rose”, was 
sung by Elton John at the fu- 
neral of Princess Diana, 
watched by an estimated two bil- 
lion people. 

The British lyricist Bemie 
Taupin, who rewrote the words 
of John’s classic 1973 tribute to 
Marilyn Monroe, put the four- 
page draft up for sale. “Candle 
in the Wind 1997” sold 35 mil- 


lion copies world-wide in the 
two months after its release. In 
December John, a close friend 
of the Princess, handed over a 
first instalment of $33m in roy- 
alties to the Diana, Princess of 
Wales Memorial Fund, set up to 
support her favourite charities. 

Thupin’s original manuscript 
at a single stroke brought in 
$442^00 that will go to the Chil- 
dren's Hospital Los Angeles. It 
was purchased by the Lund 
Foundation, a nonprofit group 
set up by Sharon Disney Lund 
to fund programmes for disad- 
vantaged children. 

The draft included three 
band-written pages with occa- 
sional crossings ouL and a final 
type-written version signed by 
Tkupin and Elton. It was offered 



An extract from one of Bemie Taupin’s three pages of 
hand-written lyrics 


for sale by Christie's Interna- 
tiona] at Cicada, the Los An- 
geles restaurant owned by 
Thupin’s wife Stephanie. 

The auctioneer was Lord 
Hindlip, the Christie's chair man, 
who also presided last year 
over the charity sale of dresses 
from Diana's collection that 
fetched S33m. 

Bidding began at 548,000. 
Taupin, who has often collabo- 
rated with John, said the bid- 
ding went “beyond our wildest 
dreams”, adding: “1 was not pre- 
pared to stay in the room while 
the thing was going on, but I got 
swept away by the whole thing. 
It was incredibly exciting and 
I've never really witnessed any- 
thing tike that before.” 

Asked why he gave it up for 
sale, he said: “It’s better doing 
that with it than letting it gath- 
er dust in a drawer. Four hun- 
dred thousand dollars for a 
charity that is one of Lhe finest 
in the countiy, you can't real- 
ly argue with that. 

"It’s an amazing, amazing 
charity, something that my 
wife and I have supported for 
a long time.“ 

Sharon Lund's son Brad- 
ford, 27, was treated at Chil- 
dren's Hospital until he was six 
months old. His mother died 
in 1993. “They changed my life. 
It's a way to pay them back,” 
be said. 

Elion John sang the song in 
Westminster Abbey on Sep- 
tember 6th, a week after Diana 
died in a Paris car aoci dent with 
Dodi A1 Rayed. He recorded it 
later, and has said he will nev- 
er sing it live again. On its re- 
lease it became an instant hit in 
Britain and the US.weeks 
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Song for fife: Two visitors 
to the Christie's auction in 
Los Angeles examining the 
lyrics, on show yesterday. 
There were three hand- 
written sheets and a final, 
typed version 
Photograph: Susan Stemer/AP 


Sierra Leone 
in anarchy 

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone’s 
capital, slid into anarchy as 
Nigerian-led troops battling the 
ruling junta closed in on the city 
centre. Residents said junta 
soldiers and former rebels allied 
to them ditched their uniforms 
as the army’s command and 
control appeared to break 
down. Civilians were reportedly 
beheaded at road blocks 
mounted by pro-junta youths. 
There has been no official word 
for days from the Armed Forces 
Ruling Council led tty Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Johnny Paul 
Koroma, whose whereabouts re- 
mains unclear. 

— Reuters, Freetown 

Cuba pledge 

CUBA said il would free 200 
prisoners, including political 
detainees. fbUowing-the Pope’s 
visit last month. Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman Alejandro 
Gonzalez said President Fidel 
Castro's government had de- 
rided to pardon “several dozen" 
people who were on a list hand- 
ed to authorities by Vatican Sec- 
retary of State Angelo Sodano 
during the papal visit 

— Reuters, Havana 

Afghan aid . 

AS AID organisations planned 
to parachute 1,000 tons of aid 
into quake-devastated north- 
eastern Afghanistan, supplies 
began arriving. Until now, aid 
to the region, battered by snow- 
fall, fog and civil war, has been 
barely a trickle, buf yesterday a 
convoy with 20 tons of food 
rumbled into Rustaq from near- 
ly Badakhshan. province. 

— AP, Rustaq 

War of words 

AZERBAIJAN and Armenia, 
at odds over the Nagorno- 
Karabakh enclave, traded ac- 
cusations over border shootings. 
The Azeris said Armenian 
forces fired at an army post; the 
Armenians denied it and ac- 
cused Azeri troops of opening 
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Nobel prizewinner 



quits group 

to ban landmines 


By Steve Crawshaw 


JUST A few months ago, the 
champagne was flowing. Now, 
it has all turned to bitterness. 
Jody Williams, who in October 
won the Nobel Peace Prize for 
her work to ban landmines, 
has broken with the organisa- 
tion which she led - and which 
shared the prize with her. 

The split follows clashes of 

ego and of politics within the In- 
ternational Campaign to Ban 
Landmines. Ms Williams, 47 - 
“the classic good kid", as she de- 
scribed herself - has been the 
campaign's co-ordinator. 

In an interview in this week’s 
Burlington Free Press, her local 
newspaper in her native Ver- 
mont. Ms Williams said she 
needed a change. “I don’t want 
to be the day-to-day adminis- 
trator anymore,” she said. “1 just 

spent 12 days in Asia and came 
back to 12 billion e-mails and 
6 billion letters. I am tired. And 
I am being asked to do more 
and mare publicly.” 

That statement put a brave 
face on an additional reason - 
reported splits within the or- 
ganisation. The Vietnam Vet- 
erans of America Foundation, 
which has played a key role in 
the campaign, paying Ms 
Williams’s salary and funding 
much of the campaign’s work, 
has serious differences with 


her over the direction that 

things have gone. 

Mkhad Leaved^ assooaie di- 
rector of the Vietnam Vfcierans’ 

group, said the campaign mtBt 

readjust its primary gPaJ-. 1 ^ 

. - ■ k.tviTininn innrtmmCS 


world-wide. “It's wry, very im- 
portant that the US be made part 

of the Ottawa treaty. [Williams] 

has not seen it as important as we 
do,” he sakL But Ms Wflliams ar- 
gued: “The US is noL exporting 

any more, it is not a threat to oth- 
er countries.” 

f>mpaign ers elsewhere com- 
plain of her “authoritarian” style 
of leadership. There is also much 
bitterness that Ms Wflliams has 

decided to keep her share of the 

£600,000 prizemoney, which she 
says she wants to use to finance 
her future activity- 

Diana, Princess of Wales 
played an important role in 
stirring up world awareness of 
the tragedies caused by land- 
mines. But the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines 
played a crucial role in forcing 
governments to change tack. 
When the campaign started its 
work six years ago, the battle 
seemed entirely hopeless. 

The most important victories 
for the campaign — including the 
signing of the international 
treaty to ban landmines - were 
followed almost immediately by 
the most bitter splits. 
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and Wallis wixn menu* — — 

The day Wallis and her husband met the prince and his mistress 

■ ■ f During the 1920s he had a sue- clearly speaking there. 

.... v«sr-e. IC \A/ilHnpqq Paul Vallely examines tne cession of mistresses, from Mrs glanced sideways at Willis toft 


[M HIS farewell broadcast to » 
the nation, Edward VIIT, King 1 
of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland and 
of the British dominions and 
Emperor of India, made refer- 
ence to the brother who would 
succeed him as his abdication 
took effect. He called him “the 
nook of York". Even before he 
Sed a dtizenome Unit- 
ed States, the divorcee Wallis 

Simpson, Edward had acquired 

a number of American habits. 

The process began sood al- 
ter the First World »fer, when 

Edward set out on a foreign wur 

at the behest of the Pnme Min- 
ister, David Lloyd George, who 

pemivedtot-theappe-aran^ 

of the popular Pnnce of Wales 
b farmers of the topee 
might do more than half a 
dozen solemn imperial confer- 
ences". After Canada he moved 
to New York* and a ticker-tape 

welcome. On his return to Lon- 
don he was full of tbeplace and 

thesong“APrettyGirlis^a 

Melody**, which he had heard 
at the Ziegfeld Follies, was 


constantly on his lips. His end- | 
less whistling of this ■‘damned 
tune" caused considerable irri- , 
union to his irascible father. 

Fashionable in this, as in all 
things, the prince was one of the 
harbingers of the Americani- 
sation of Europe. More signif- 
icantly it was a sign that he was 
becoming his own man. It was 
not before time. He was 36 be- 
fore he moved from St James s 
palace and the immediate orbit 
of his censorious parents, who 
had recently instructed him to 
give up steeplechasing, as they 
considered it too dangerous , a 
pastime for the heir to the 

ihrone.Itwasat this point that 

he moved to Fbrt Belvedere, an 
18 th-century house belonging to 

the Crown, near Sunningdale. 

At the fort, as he always 
called it, he could live a life away 
from the disapproving eyes ot 
the King and Queen. Andbow 

. they would have disapproved 
I had they knowa For thefortbe- 
i camenotjustarefugplro® “iP 
1 ofBdalworid he increasingly dis- 

s liked. It was also where he be- 


Du* v^us * -In* F* ^ -**£.*“ 

contradictions in Edward's character which ted to hn abdication 


gari to entertain a private circle 

of friends not drawn from court 

circles or the conventional aris- 
tocracy. They were an alto- 
gether more louche crowd ot 
moneyed socialites, former army 
officers and toff politicians who 
shared his taste for the "high 
society" pastimes of the age. ^ 
The prince turned the fort’s 
old-fashioned parteiTe into a 
poolside terrace for lunches 
adorned by young things with 
bobbed hair and dark glasses in 
pencil skirts. Having given up 

horse-jumping, away from 
parental scrutiny he took up me 

more perDoussport of flying- He 

frequently danced till dawn and 

had a taste for clubs; Sir Oswald 

Mosley, in his final interview be- 
fore he died, told me of the en- 
thusiasm with which the prince 
enticed him out to a seedy spot 
to see what Edward called a 
, -damn fine nigger drummer . 


This was the generation 
whose friends had perished in 
such large numbers in the 
trenches. Many who survived 
lost fortunes in the Great De- 
pression. Those who could, 
therefore, partied with a gaiety 
which bordered on despera- 
tion. It is hard io say whether 
the prince was happy. For Fort 
Belvedere brought out anoth- 


ories and became something of 
an authority on roses. The 
opening pages of the second of 
his private albums, from which 
today’s selection of photographs 
is taken, are full of sketches and 
plans of the house and gardens 
and “before and after" pic- 
tures, and snaps of the prince 
working with hatchet and hoe 
and his sleeves rolled up. But, 


Tomorrow: The King’s favourite 


er side to his character. Ove r the 
next six years he worked in its 
Audens and woods, clearing and 
burning acres of old rhodo- 
dendrons to turn it from a 
wilderness into an organised 
landscape. He loathed laurel 
hedges and had a particular 

aversion to dipped yew and bos 

instead he applied Gertrude 
JekyU’s woodland planting tne- 


unJifce in the earlier albums, the 
pictures have no captions. 

These two aspects of his pri- 
vate life, the compulsive party- 
ing and the diligent gardener, 
spoke to contrasting parts of his 
personality. His upbringing had 
veered between the oppressive 
propriety of his parents and the 
surreal experience of a war in 
which he was never at the front 


line but living constantly with its 
anarchic consequences. It had 
left him craving warmth, yet un- 
sure of how to find it. His per- 
sonality was emotional and yet 
seemingly incapable of deep 
reflection and was unreliable in 
his judgements. His gift for 
communicating easily with peo- 
ple of all backgrounds, honed by 

his work during the First Warld 
War, gave him an indefinable 
charisma and yet he could also 
be inconsiderate, selfish and 
even callous, as if he was rather 
spoilt by the universal adulation 
to which he was exposed. 

For all the social whirl, he 
seemed, as his brothers married 
one by one, an increasingly 
solitary figure. “When will Ed- 
ward many?** his parents won- 
dered to one another. But the 
prince’s taste was not so much 
for marriage as for married 
women rather than marriage. 


During the 1920s he had a suc- 
cession of mistresses, from Mrs 
Freda Dudley Ward to Thelma 
Furness, a 25-year-old beauty 
known to him as “Toodles". Yet 
even in that there were propri- 
eties. When he was a guest at 
weekend house patties with 
her he ensured there were oth- 
ers to chaperone them. 

In 1931 Ernest Simpson, an 
American ship broker who had 
taken British citizenship, and his 
wife were invited, as last-minute 
guests, when someone else cried 
off, to such a a party at Bur- 
rough Court, the Leicester- 
shire country home of Lady 
Furness. In later years Ernest 
Simpson recalled: “We all got 
hastily to our feet, the ladies 
curtseying and the men giving 
a slight bow as Thelma intro- 
duced us in turn. I thought the 
Prince of Wiles looked perfectly 
awful. I just couldn’t take my 


awful. 1 just couldn't take my 
eyes off his violent check tweed 
suit. He looked like that music- 
hall comedian. Max Miller - 
about the same height, too". 
The jaundice of hindsight was 


clearly speaking there. “L 
glanced sideways at Wrflis to tee - 
what she was making of it," he - 
added. “Her curtsey wasqmte--^ 
a professional effort, and in nd 
time at all she was .rattling 
away to the prince like She’d “ 
known him. all her life.", . 

The next time they met Ed* • • 
ward had recently, returned 
from a tour of depressed York- ■■ 
shire villages. The prince.began- -- 
to talk of what he had seenbut-. 
the company was unramfortabk!: 
with the subject and thecon^ _ 
versalion swiftly returned to safe 
topics such as balk, hunting* and 
golf. Mrs Simpson alone turaftfr. 
to the prince and questioned ' • 
him further. He spoke ofhis 
worries, of his linuted const^ ; 
tutional powers, of his wish t§ ;i 
achieve something with his fife- > 

In response, she asked him of 
his responsibilities and of how 
he filled his days. No woman . 
had ever talked to him like that 
before, the prince later said. She 
- was foe first woman to show any . 

• real interest in his job. The die. 

5 was cast. > 












Fort Belvedere (above and top) became in the 1930s the plat* where Edward (right and below) could create a carefree private life away from official duty 

How the former king 
lost his beloved fort 
along with his crown 



FORT BELVEDERE was built 
in the lS20s as a folly for royal 
tea parties: a battery of cannon 
was installed to be fired on roy- 
al birthdays by a resident bom- 
bardier. Diana Cooper wrote: 
“It was a child’s idea of a fort 
The sentries, one felt, most be 
of tin." The last “salute" was 
Ored in 1907, and in 1910 the 
fort, on the south side of Windr 
sor Great Park in Berkshire, 
near Ascot, became the “grace- 
and-favour residence" of a 
courtier. When ft became vacant 
in 1929, the Prince of Wales 
asked to have it, and his father. 
King George V, granted it to 
him with the words: “What do 
you want that queer old place 
for? Those damn weekends I 
suppose!” 

The Duke of Windsor wrote 
in his memoirs of the passion 
with which he rebuilt the fort and 
devoted himself to its hundred 
acres of garden. “I cleared away 
acres of dank Laurel and replaced 
them with rare rhododendrons. 
I cut winding paths through fir 

and beech, revealing the true en- 
chantment of the woodland set- 
ting ... I found a new 
contentment io working about 
the Fort with my own hands ... 

1 pressed my weekend guests mto 

arduous physical labour." 

It was in these surroundings 
that he created a private life away 
fr om his official duties, and it was 
here that his friendship with %1- 
lis Simpson (who visited for the 
first time with her husband in 
February 1932) developed. 

When the Prince of Whies 
,-inYifl to the throne in January 
1936 as King Edward VEU, the 
fort assumed a special role as 
“the king’s independent home” 

where he could escape from the 

tension and restrictions of court 
life. During the late autumn of 
that year, as the constitutional 


Michael Bloch on 

the folly the 
Prince of Wales 
made the centre 
of high society in 
the Thirties 
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crisis arising out of his desire to 
marry Wallis developed, he 
with drew to ft man atmosphere 
of virtual siege, and it was there 
that he signed the Instrument 
of Abdication on 10 December. 

Before giving up the throne 
and leaving the country, how- 
ever, Edward obtained an in- 
formal promise from his 
brother and successor, George 
VL that he would be allowed to 
live at the fort when be returned 

to England. This promise was 
broken, as became dear during 
the Second Wbrld Wirwhen the 
Duke of Windsor learnt that, 
without his having been con- 
sulted, Part Belvedere was to be 
made available for the evacua- 
tion of government offices. 


He wrote bitterly to his Lon- 
don solicitor that this was “only 
another example of my broth- 
er’s failure to keep his word to 
me of December 1936, when ~ 
it was dearly understood ver- 
bally (unfortunately not in writ- 
ing) that the Fort would be 
reserved for me until such time 
as it was mutually considered 
suitable that I should take up 
residence in England again ..." 

After the war, the Windsors, 
who had decided to make their 
main home in France, asked on 
several occasions whether they 
might be allowed to live at the 
fort for a few weeks a year dur- 
ing the spring and autumn. As 
the duchess wrote to a friend in 
1947: “We would not be there 
long enough to upset the pow- 
ers that be... It is a waste of time 

being homeless on the face of the 
earth and most disturbing...” 
However, these requests were al- 
ways refused by the British roy- 
al establishment. In 1955, it was 
announced that the fort (which 
had been empty since 1936) 

' would cease to be a grace-and- 
favour residence and would be 
let on a 99-year lease. 

The first commercial tenant 
was the Duke of Windsor’s 
nephew Gerald Lascefles. He re- 
furbished it in away that left few 
traces of its former occupancy. 
However, in 1977, Lascelles' 
successor as tenant, a son of the 
Emir of Dubai, sublet the fort to 
a television company for the 
making of the drama series Ed- 
ward & Mrs Simpson, and thus 
it was briefly restored by expert 
hands to something of its former 
state. Fort Belvedere’s present 
tenant is Galen Weston, the 
owner of Fortnum and Mason. 
Michael Bloch is the editor of 
The Intimate Correspondence 
of the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor" (1986) 




Wallis Simpson, 
photographed by 
the Prince of 
Wales, with 
friends at Fort 
Belvedere: 
lunch on the 
terrace (above); 
at the swimming 
pool (left); and 
in a mystery 
quest chi the 
lawn. Wallis 
was first invited 
to the fort 
with her husband 
in February 
1932, and it was 
here that her 
affair with 
Edward 
developed 
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Monica Edwards 



Edwards: well-crafted stories with a sense of place 


Monica Newton, writer: 
bom Belper, Derbyshire 8 
November 1912; married 1933 
Bill Edwards (died 1990; one 
son, one daughter); died 18 
January 1998. 


Monica Edwards was a prolif- 
ic and popular writer, fully de- 
serving the choice of Children's 
Author of the Year made by 
Foyle's Children's Book Club in 
I960 (along with Captain WE. 
Johns of Biggies fame). De- 
scribed by the magazine 
Bookshelf as "wholesome books, 
foil of practical activity and a 
sensible interest in outdoor 
life", her fiction was always 
more than a cut above the facile 
effusions of Enid Blyton. Char- 
acters were better developed, 
plots less unlikely, and the sup- 
porting cast of local people re- 
spected rather than patronised. 

By the time she stopped 
writing for children, the massive 
convulsions in the 1960s about 
what was expected of modem 
children's books in terms both 
of their subject matter and 
their intended audience were 
beginning to make her work 
look old-fashioned. But in her 
day the well-crafted stories she 
wrote proved just the thing for 
those children who either 
shared the same type of middle- 
class background and assume 
cions, or else wished that they 
and their families did. 

Born in Belper. Derbyshire, 
in 1912, the daughter of a vic- 
ar, her childhood was spent at 
Rye harbour in Sussex. On hol- 
iday from boarding school, 
Monica passed the time with lo- 
cal fishermen, once climbing 
down a drainpipe to join in 
some night sailing - a detail re- 
peated in The Summer of the 
Great Secret (1948). 


When she married Bill Ed- 
wards in 1933, she found the 
perfect consort : someone who 
shared her love of the country- 
side and a strong sense of fun 
(the couple practised acrobat- 
ics for some time, selling post- 
cards of their most spectacular 
balancing acts). A son and a 
daughter followed, and even- 
tually a first book. Wish for a 
Pony (1947). 

This was written for her 
daughter, who was transformed 
into one of the two heroines 
Taxnzin and Rissa, the other 
based on her best friend The 
huge success of this book later 
irritated its author, unwilling to 
have herself written off as just 
another hack producing pony 
stories. But it provided her 
with a set of characters situat- 
ed in the Romney Marsh that 
was to last through another 14 
titles, reaching out into other 


topics such as smuggling, floods 
and storms at sea. The Romney 
Marsh was already celebrated 
among adults as a setting for 
Russell Thorndyke’s racy Dr 
Syn stories: Edwards made it 
doubly celebrated for younger 
readers. 

In 1947 she bid at an auction 
for a derelict farm in Surrey. 
Very much to her surprise this 
was successful and she and her 
husband became first-time 
farmers, learning as they went. 
She was always very concerned 
with a sense of place ( many of 
her adventures can be followed 
on an Ordnance Survey map), 
and Punchbowl Farm, ThursJey, 
became the setting for a paral- 
lel series of 11 more adventures. 

The child characters of the 
farm help out with daily chores 
such as rounding up the sheep, 
stumbling across occasional 
buried treasure or episodes of 


Attila Zoller 



Attila Cornelius Zoller, 
guitarist, born Visegrad, 
Hungary 13 June 1927; 
married; died Townshend, 
Vermont 25 January 1998. 

"1 could only stay three weeks 
on my first visit to the United 
Slates in 1956." said the guitarist 


Attil3 Zoller. "But it changed 
my views of jazz completely. I 
found out the point of the mu- 
sic on that trip when I heard 
Clifford Brown on trumpet." 

Zoller was bom in Hungary 
in 1927. “My father was a mu- 
sic teacher and he started me on 
violin when I was four," he lat- 
er recalled. “When 1 was nine I 
started to like the trumpet bet- 
ter than (he violin so I practised 
in secret on a borrowed horn. 
When he found out, my father 
didn't mind, and so I played trum- 
pet for seven years in my high 
school’s symphony orchestra." 

At the end of the Second 
World War, the 17-year-old 
went to Budapest to find work 
as a musician. “It was bard to 
find work as a trumpeter, so I 
switched to guitar and taught 
myself the chords from piano 
music." In 1 947, still unaware of 


jazz, he joined one of the top 
commercial bands in the capi- 
tal and it was then that he first 
heard Charlie Parker and Dizzy 
GQlespie on the radio. 

"Like most things, records 
were very hard to get in Hun- 
gary then. So, in 1948, just be- 
fore they closed the border 
with Austria, I walked across the 
mountains with nothing but my 
guitar and some changes of 
underwear stuffed in the case." 

In Vienna he met Vera Auer, 
who at that time played jazz on 
the accordion. "We formed a 
quartet together - and then we 
heard records of the George 
Shearing Quintet which in- 
cluded a vibraphone." It was im- 
possible to buy such an 
instrument, so Zoller decided to 
manufacture one himself. “I 
moulded the keys myself in a 
foundry. The tuning was tern- 


time travel to liven things up. 
like Arthur Ransom e, she pri- 
marily wrote about holidays: a’ 
time for gulping down breakfast, 
brushing moss and leaves off 
jodhpurs before going on to 
buckle the pony’s throat lash, 
ch atting to friends or planning 
picnics. Interjections rarely got 
fiercer than “Great Snakes!”, 
and when the thoroughly com- 
petent young heroines were un- 
typically at a loss they admitted 
to “not having the foggiest”. 

She was never a groat writer 
but always a hard-working and 
honest one, much preferring 
gritty details of farming life to 
.in unreal world of cops and 
robbers where child characters 
always know best In her last 
children's book, -4 Wind is Blow- 
ing (1969), adolescence itself be- 
comes the topic, with Tamzin 
realising that her feelings for 
Merycm Fairbrass go beyond die 
chumminess experienced in 
earlier stories. 

With the author's own fam- 
ily grown up, this was a natur- 
al time to stop writing about her 
fictional children, themselves 
now at the threshold of adult- 
hood. Instead, she produced five 
more autobiographical books 
about Punchbowl Farm, de- 
scribing animal life based on ber 
own field notes and nocturnal 
photographs. She also wrote 
about ber husband's serious 
tractor accident and the decision 
eventually to sell the farm. The 
couple stayed on in a small 
house bu3l in the valley they 
both loved. Bill died in 1990. 
and with his wife’s death the 
land is to be donated to the 
Woodland Trust - a character- 
istically generous gift from an 
author whose unaffected love of 
the countryside shone through 
everything she wrote. 

- Nicholas Tucker 


blel” This feat of engineering 
was typical of Zoller s ingenuity; 
he later patented several musi- 
cal devices in the United States. 

Zoller and Auer worked to- 
gether for five years, winning 
first prize at a jazz contest in Vi- 
enna in 1951. They played for 
US Army clubs in TUrkey and 
then in 1954 Zoller went alone 
to Holland, and saw his first 
American jazz musicians - the 
Jazz at the Philharmonic unit 
and Lionel Hampton's band. 

He settled in Frankfurt, 
where he met the pianist Jutta 
Hrpp and the trombonist Albert 
Mange lsdorfL For two years he 
worked with Jutta Hipp and 
they joined the band of the 
tenor player Hans Roller. He 
met the American alto saxo- 
phonist Lee Konitz in 1955 
when the two shared a concert 
bill in Gologne, and Konitz re- 



The lifeboat rushed past them, down into the wild black sea*: illustration by Geoffrey 
Whrttam for Edwards’s Storm Ahead (1953, Puffin Story Books 1957) 


Maurice 

Schumann 


Maurice Schumann was a 
young second lieutenant, a for- 
mo- journalist, when General de 
Gaulle appointed him to be the 
regular Free Freoch spokesman 
on the BBC, writes Leonard 
Mkrf [further to the obrtuaiy by 
Professor Maurice Larkin, 12 
FebruaiyJ. He had not had 
previous broadcasting experi- 
ence and tended to speak in a 

high squeaky voice. Once when . 

he telephoned my secretary * 
replied, “Old. Mademoiselle 
Schumann." ' 

We were too cowardly to tell 
him his high voice sounded sil- 
ly. Instead we said that we be- 
lieved that his words would go, 

better through the German- _ 
j ammin g if he pitched them a$\ 

low as possible. Schumann duly ’ : 
practised and soon became an • 
excellent broadcaster: -j 

In one of de Gaulle’s first; 
broadcasts he had appealed to 
French submarine captains ta - 
bling their ships to Britain to 
continue the struggle, Ih comse 
of time they began to arrive, 
Maurice Schumann brought Wl 
the first to Broadcasting House 
to speak to France. He was a 
huge man with a big black 
beard and a very deep voice. 
With horror we heard Schu- 
mann tell him to pitch his voice 
as low as possible in order to 
go through the jamming. We 
had to take him aside to assure 
him that his normal voice would 
be OK. 


Chris Philip 

As the former owner of Lake- 
side. the property bought in 
1983 by Chris Philip and Denys ^ 
GuOroulu I would like to cor- W/ 


mained a friend for maity years. 

When he returned to Hun- 
gary from a second trip to the 
US in October 1958, Zoller 
formed his most famous trio, 
which included the expatriate 
Americans Oscar Pettiford (on 
bass) and Kenny Clarke (on 
drums). However, Zoller and 
Pettiford were injured in a car 
crash: the group broke up and 
the guitarist went back to Amer- 
ica, to stay, in March 1959. 

On arrival, thanks to the pi- 
anist John Lewis and the gui- 
tarist Jim Hall, he was awarded 
a scholarship to the Lenox 
School of Jazz in Massachusetts. 
He joined Chico Hamilton’s es- 
oteric quintet, leaving when he 
got married, because he want- 
ed to stay in New York rather 
than tour, and formed the In- 
ternational Jazz Quartet with 
the Belgian tenor player Bob- 


rect the impression given by 
Michael Leapman (obituary of 
Chris Philip, 11 February], that 
the “previous owner was a daf- 
fodil collector who had dug up 
all his bulbs, leaving the garden 

by Jaspar; they returned to vo in 1966 and for Benny Good- a barren waste", writes -Michael 
work in Germany and Belgium man in 1967. In 1968 he became JeflersonJhown. 
fora few months. In 196ZZoDer a>leader of a trio, “Zo-Ko-Ma”, I was at the time a corn- 
won an award for the sound- made up of himself, Lee Konitz mercial daffodil breeder and 
track music of the German film and Albert MangeisdotfL They grew all my Stock a mile or two 
The Bread of Our Earfy Years. backed Astrud Gilbert© when away from the garden. Not a sm- 
Jaspar became iU and ZoDer she toured Japan in 1970. gle bulb or plant was dug up out 
returned to New York and Settlingin Vermont in 1972, of the garden before or at the 
joined a group led by the flautist Zoller started the Vermont Jazz time of the sale. We were de- 
Herbie Mann. “I was pretty Centre. He made some remar- lighted to hand over tbe garden 
much restricted to certain kable duet recordings in Frank- to Chris and Denys, who were 
things" was his way of saying furt with the guitarist Jimmy both obviously going to enjoy 
that Mann didn'r let him play Raney in 1979 and 1980. Despite and develop it. 
much jazz, but he stayed until ill-health. Zoller continued to ’ Tb suggest that we left it “a 
1965. He formed an alliance play and record until last month, barren waste" is the opposite of 
with the band's pianist Don He was particularly moved the truth; once or twice Denysjf^ 
Friedman, and they worked as by a special celebration put to- and Chris contacted us after 
a duo both in the United States gether by 45 of his jazz peers at they moved into Lakeside to say 
and on a trip to Germany be- the American Guitar Museum they were contemplating certain 
tween Mann’s bookings. The in New Hyde Park, New York, plantings and works in the gar- 
European trips became annu- to commemorate his long ser- den and hoped my wife and I 
al and Zoller worked on Euro- vice to jazz. The fourteenth of would not mind - a human and 
pean television and radio, on April is now officially Attila pleasing touch from two people 
recordings and at concerts. He Zoller Day in New Hyde Park, who from our first meeting be- 
also played briefly for Red Nor- — Steve Voce came our very good friends. 


Peter Longbottom 


Peter Longbottom, cydist: 
bom Huddersfield 13 May 
1959; married Lyn Snowdon; 
died York 10 February 1998. 


Rrter Longbottom was the heart 
and soul of his sport. A Com- 
monwealth and Olympic racer 
whose life was cycling, he died 
on Tuesday at 38, riding bis bike. 

Longbottom, a valued and 
respected teammate to many, 
notably Chris Boardman, gave 
unstinlingfy throughout his ca- 


reer which as an international 
lasted 17 years until the 1994 
Commonwealth Games in 
British Columbia, where he 
won a silver medal in the lOOkra 
team time trial. 

His first Commonwealth 
medal was a 1990 bronze in the 
same discipline riding with 
Boardman. whose career was to 
take him on to world and 
Olympic titles, and fame in the 
Tour de France. 

Peter Longbottom was often 
the unsung worker behind (he 


triumph of others, and that 
was a role he happily accepted, 
internationally and at home. Yet 
ambition was never far away 
when he raced. If he could not 
win. then he made sure that it 
was one of his team. 

He was a “must" selection 
for the international Milk Race 
for 10 years. Not as a sure-fire 
success, but as the tactical brain 
who could organise his men on 
the road and lift them with a 
joke when the day went bad. 

Only one thing matched his 


appetite for the sport. “He was 
an astonishing eater, but built 
like a rake," said Jim Hendry, 
Britain's national team director 
in the late 1970s, and now 
chief executive of the British 
Cycling Federation. 

“At one training camp every- 
one had had double portions. 
That was enough for them, but 
Peter finished off a lemon 
meringue pie intended for six. 
It all went to fuel his tremen- 
dous work-rate for his team. 

"He was one of a few who 


had a lot of success and still held 
down a full-time job. As a rider 
you could not bey his experience 
and knowledge. He was not just 
a road racer. He tried it alL" 

The man from Mai ton twice 
foiled to make the final Olympic 
selection. When he was picked 
for the Barcelona Games at 33 
he was oDe of the oldest cyclists 
to represent his country. 

Longbottom retired from 
racing two years ago, ending a 
career that was as close to true 
amateur as anyone could find 


in these cash-grabbing days. 
After several years as a survey- 
or with Ryedale District Coun- 
cil. he had become a director of 
a building company in York. 

Even in repose he was rest- 
lessly inspiring others in their 
racing. “He did not walk away 
from the sport, but began work- 
ing with younger riders," said 
Peter Woodworth, whose club. 
North Wirral Velo. recruited 
Longbottom. “That was really 
’impressive," he said. 

- Robin Nfchoff 



Longbottom in l»»S Photograph: Phil O'Coonor 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

ROBERTS: On 28 December IW, to 
Icstvn Roberts and Janet Bonihron, 
a son, Hu» Emmanuel, a bio tiler for 
Mair, Jesse and Owain. 

THEU.USSON-. On 10 February, to 
Jenny (nee Owcrej and James, a 
daughter. Abigail. 

DEATHS 

KLEINSCHMItm Mary (nee Barker), 
formerly of Gfabamsimra, died in 
Cape TLwn on 2 Aiiruaiy. Mucb-loved 
mother of Anton, Gcidn and Mark. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

HARRIS A Service of Tlupbpviiig for 

dur life of David Harris, former 
chairman and chief executive of 
NesU* UK Led, wifl be held nr Croi- 
don Parish Church on Thursday 12 
March at 3pm. 

MORGAN: A Memorial Service for 
Dyfrie Gniflydd Morgan, Feuow 

'f. St JoEn’s Collette, Cambridge 1W9- 
07. and Unrvcisity Lecturer m Agri- 
cultural Botany ! 959 ~£ 7 .wii! be held 
in Si John’s College Chapel on Sat- 
urday 28 February 199S at 12 noon. 


Changing of the Guard 


A 


Birthdays 

Mr Michael Attenborough, 1 
Associate Director. Royal Sb 
speare Company, 48; Mr David 
Banks. Consultant Editor. Sunday 
Mirror, 50: Mr Liam Brady, football 
manager. 4£ Professor Derek Burke, 
former Vice-Chancellor. University 
of East Anglia, 6& Dr John Clayton, 
former Apothecary to HM House- 
hold. Windsor. 77; Miss Margaret 
Collins, former Matron-in-Chief, 
QARNNS. 71; Mr Brian Deacon, ac- 
tor. 49; Miss Eileen FarrelL soprano. 
7& Professor Janet Finch, Vice- 
Chancellor, Keels University. 51; 
Baroness Flatter, councillor and lo- 
cal government worker. 64; Mr Pe- 
ter Gabriel, rock musician. 45; Mr 
Arpad Goucz. Prcsdeni of Hungary. 
76; Mr John Healey MP, 38; Lord 
Lewis oFNewnham. >Wtniea. Robin- 
son College, Cambridge. 70: Mr 
John McAfiiba ME 50; Miss Kim No- 
vak, actress. 65; Mr Leonard Paso*, 
cricketer, 4S; Lord Peyton of YeoviL 
former government minister. 79: 
Lord Pvm, former government min- 
ister. 76: Mr Oliver Reed, actor. 60: 
Miss Matgarctta Scott, acmas. Sfc Mr 
George Segal, actor, 64; Dr Donald 
Sykes, former Principal, Mansfield 
College, Oxford. 68. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Eleanor Faijeon, writer. 
1881 ; Georges Siraenoo. novelist. 
1901. Deaths Dame Chris label 


1958; Jean Renoir, film-maker, 1979. 
On Oils day; William and Mary as- 
cended the throne, 1689; Meander 
Solzhenitsyn was expelled from the 
Soviet Union, 1974. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Catherine dei Ric- 
ci St Ermenflda or Ermengild. St 
Licinius or Lean, St Martinian tbe 
Hermit. Si Modoanoc. St Fniycucres 
of Mcliiene and St Stephen of Rieli 

Luncheons 

The Queen 

The Queen and the Duke of Edin- 
burgh hekJ a lunch party yesterday at 
Bu ckingham ftitare. The guctfS WTte: 

Piofcsur tcresa Rees I Equal Opportum&c* 
Commivuuacr (or Wales); Miu Emms 

Ttmmfeoa lactras): Lu«d Bingham rt Cora- 
hifl fLitjd CJari JioiKvPf England* Sir Ndl 
Cotton iDirccior. Scum Museum); Air 
Chid Marshal Sir Djtid Cousins (Air Man- 
ner for Fl-a'MMcJ and Air Oftxxi Com- 
cun dine ut Oitefi; The Right Rev fUJurd 
Ucacffin (Bctfwp of Dover): Mr C&arica 
Mmue i Editor. Dak Ttltpaph): Mr David 

WQcuns i Chief Fm: UOkct. Smih WUes Rrc 
Sckkv). 

Synagogue services 
Details of synagogue Services to be 
held tomorrow may be oblained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London al 4Jj7pm. 

Utdted Synagogues OBI -341 0989. fed- 
eration of synow*® cai ‘ 20Z 2 263 * 
Union of Liberal and Program** Syna- 
-oawsam-Stt BG.R*far*n Synagogues 
SrSreaefcvafe: OfiJ -349 4731 . Sprish art 

Porcugirise Congropno™ iMR-M* 

ISTjTNew London Synagogue (Mason# 


LAW REPORT: 13 February ms 


Lack of diligence by solicitors is unacceptable 


Solicitors must understand 
that inordinate delay and a 
tack of diligence in the 
conduct of actions was 
totally unacceptable, and 
that orders of the court 
must be obeyed. 

Lowries v Babcock Power Ltd: Court 
Cit Appeal (Lord Woolf. Master of 
the Rolls and Lord Justice Potter) ll 
February P9R 


The Court of Appeal dismissed 
the appeal of the plaintiff, 
Robert Lownes, against the re- 
fusal of a 14-day extension of 
time in which to serve a sched- 
ule of damages in his action 
claiming damages for person- 
al injury against his employers. 

The plaintiff’s claim arose 
out of an accident at work 
which bad left him a paraplegic 
His trade union had instruct- 


ed a Ann of solicitors, who were 
extremely experienced in the 
field, to act for him. The writ was 
issued in 1990. In December 
1993 a different partner in the 
firm took over the conduct of 
the case. In August 1996, after 
a complete failure on the part 
of the plaintiffs solicitors to 
serve a schedule of damages on 
the defendants' solicitors, they 
applied for the claim to be dis- 
missed for want of prosecution. 

An “unless" order was 
made by consent, giving the 
plaintiff's solicitor 28 days to 
lodge and serve a schedule of 
damages, in default of which 
the action would be dismissed 
with costs. The schedule was 
not prepared in time, and the 
plaintiff's solicitor applied for 
a 14-day extension of time in 
which to lodge iL The appli- 


cation was refused by the dis- 
trict judge, and an appeal to the 
High Court judge was dis- 
missed. The plaintiff appealed. 
Bcnet Hynur QC (Thompson's, 
Sheffield) for tlu plaintiff: .■ inthom ■ 
Goidstauh QC f Whitfield Haitian 
GoodaH Etnahuy) Jartheckfcitdanis. 

Lord Woolf HR said that the 
case had been properly con- 
ducted until the new partner 
had taken over in December 
1993. After that there had 
been wholly unjustified and 
inexcusable delay. 

If an “unless” order were 
not treated as a last opportu- 
nity to put a party's house in or- 
der. the court had no way of 
ensuring (hat its orders would 
be obeyed, and delays such as 
those in the present case would 
continue to occur. To allow the 


appeal would mean that parties 
could ignore orders with 
impunity. 

Although the consequences 
of dismissing the appeal would 
be serious for the plaintiff, he 
would still get his proper com- 
pensation. In practice, the 
damages would be met by the 
plaintiff's solicitors’ insurers 
rather than by the defendant's 
insurers. 

It was the duty of the solic- 
itors, as officers of the court, 
to do all in their power to see 
that the plaintiff personally 
suffered no more than was 
necessary as a result of their de- 
fault. In such a situation the 
minimum that they should do 
was to ensure that the plaintiff 
received independent advice at 
the earliest opportunity, in 
the present case independent 


leading counsel bad bee 
strutted to advise the plai 
but it would have been pi 
able for him to have 
instructed by indepen 
solicitors. 

Delays in cases such a 
present had an effect not 
on the plaintiff but also o 
costs incurred by both s 
and, where insurers wer 
volved, the costofpretiu 
The administration of ju 
was also affected, since 
amount of court time take 
resulted in other cases t 
put back, and die reputatii 
civil justice- was damaged, 
message to the profession v 
should be heard and It 
was that the standard of 
gence displayed in the ia 
case was totally unaccepti 

“ K 016 O’Hanlon, Ban 
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The new ties that bind 

The age of* sepa-rcition _■ , 

r — - an c an 0 n S Partnerships brings children into new families, often surprisingly successfully. By. Jack O’Sullivan 



marriage for 
THE MILLENNIUM 


A modern extended family 




John MidcfleOitch-murud - Susan Middled itch 
(52) (52) 

T 1 


Thomas Fielding 

(54) 


divorced 


Gloria Fry - marmd- Roland Fry 
(54) (52) 


wmum 

‘. v V 



James Matthew - will marry - Carmen Fielding -split from Aaron's father 

(27) (25) (34) 

I 

Aaron Fielding 
( 5 ) 


i i i 

Caroline Kevin Colin 
(33) (31) (30) 


Corinne Fry 

(23) 


The instant family: 
Carmen Fielding, right, 
front, is to wed 
Matthew Middleditch, 
centre, providing a new 
farther for her son, 
Aaron, shown with him, 
and 'grandparents’ John 
and Susan Middleditch. 
Carmen is with her 
mother, step-father 
and Aaron 


UNTIL the past few months, five-year-old 
Aaron had no dad. He was also short of a 
set of grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins. 
And he knew it. -Right from a wry early 
age he felt be .was. missing out on some- 
thing." says his mother. Carmen Fielding, 
whose former partner ahandoned her when 
she became pregnant. “At nursery and 
school be would see other children with 
both parents. He felt left out." 

Not any more. Aaron may have lost out 
because his mother s relationship broke 
down, but he is also gaining from an equal- 
ly modem phenomenon - the creation of 
^tended families where there is no blood 
Tic between immediate relatives. 

Aaron suddenly finds himself with a la- 
ther ami many other close relations. The 
reason? His mother is gening married. 

Carmen's marriage to Matthew Mid- 
dieditch will not lake place until the sum- 
mer. hut .Aaron is not waiting for the 
formalities. “He already thinks of Matthew 
as his dad.'' says his mother. “He calls him 
dad. He is the only dad he has ever 
known. He misses him and gets very up- 
set when he is away'. When Matthew first 
wen! away, Aaron believed that he wasn't 
coming back. But he has grown to trust him. 
He boasts about his dad at school Often 
when Matthew is here, he is the one who 
Sleets him from school, cooks his dinner, 
vjfcads him a story and goes into school to 
help out in his class." 

Matthews life has also been trans- 
formed. "Initially, it was very strange, sud- 


denly becoming a dad. But now it’s lovely. 
I treat Aaron as my son. I see it as completely 
natural It makes me fed really good." 

There were difficulties. “Carmen and I 
probably had more pressure than usual 
when we were starting our relationship,” 
Matthew acknowledges. “I bad to be sure 
that I could love Aaron as well. He would 
have been very hurt if he fell he was get- 
ting everything and then it all went wrong 
. and that chap in mummy's life suddenly 
went away. But Aaron is a lovely lad and 
you can’t help loving him. 

“People ask us about where Aaron wiD 
stay when we go on our honeymoon. It has 
never crossed my mind or Carmen's that 
he wouldn’t come with us. He is becom- 
ing my son and I am becoming his father. 
So of course he will come along." 

Matthew was not the only person to find 
himself taking on more than usual when be 
popped the question. His own parents re- 
alised that they too would need to be imag- 
inative. John Middleditch. Matthew's father, 
recalls meeting the couple. “My wife. Su- 
san, and Matthew's godmother were there. 
The comment of one lady to the other was: 
*Jt looks like you are going to be instant 
grandparents.’ They had seen the chemistry, 
put two and two together and got five.” 

At first the Middleditchs were appre- 
hensive. Matthew is 25, Carmen 34. He was 
educated at public school and had followed 
his father’s footsteps in joining the forces. 
His comfortable upbringing in the Home 
Counties does not immediately sit easily 


with Carmen's life as a single mother, Irv- 
ing in north-east London and relying on a 
secretary's salary to raise Aaron. 

“Until they declared their intention to 
get married.'' John. Middleditch says. “I 
would honestly have counselled Matthew, 
to think, think and think again.” 

Meanwhile, Carmen was also worried. 
“I absolutely dreaded the prospect of 
meeting his parents. 1 believed they would 
bate me the minute they saw me. I tried 
to put myself In their shoes and imagine 
the picture they might have of me. Although 
I haw to say, if they had any preconceived 
ideas about me, they didn't show them, be- 
cause they went out of their way to make 
me fee! welcome. 

“1 remember when I went down for the 
weekend the first time, the atmosphere was 
a little tense, but I decided to be myself. 
Matthew’s father said to me: ‘You’re a bad 
influence on ray son.' I thought ‘oh dear’. 
He said: ’You’re a bad influence because 
he is smoking.' So I said: ‘Hang on. It’s the 
other way around. Until I meL him l 
hadn't smoked for a year. Now I'm smok- 
ing 20 a day thanks to your son.’ From then 
on. the weekend was really good.” 

John Middleditch's biggest surprise 
was not, in fact, meeting Carmen. “I re- 
member a little voice cried out and said: 
‘Mummy’. I looked down, saw this chirpy 
little face and realised there was more to 
all this than met the eye.” 

Yet, despite these initial reservations, 
everyone is getting on well now. “Aaron will 


call us exactly what any natural offspring 
would call his grandparents - grandma and 
grandpa,” John Middleditch proudly de- 
dares. Aaron will be christened on the wed- 
ding day in the same village church as 
Matthew was himself christened and the 
Middleditchs were married. 

But some adjustment is still needed. “1 
was a little poleaxed by the news," says Mr 
Middleditch, 52. "Normally when you be- 
come a grandfather, you have time to pre- 
pare. There is the arrival of the baby two 
years before it starts shouting out your 
name. 1 was dealt a fait accompli He is a 
bright little five-year-old, sparky and in- 
nocent, keen to please and converse. But 
at first wc didn’t know the toys he likes. It 
takes a while for two old fogeys like us to 
get on his wavelength. It's a challenge for 
him and for us." 

“Aaron is perfectly at home with them.” 
Carmen says. “They always make a fuss of 
him. At Christmas, they bought him a kit 
for making a gingerbread house. John. Sue 
and Aaron spent hours making lire house 
together. It was great.” For Carmen, this 
modem way of creating a family has brought 
her a husband, a father for her son and in- 
laws with whom she is still feeling her way. 
But it is not all so new for her. She also had 
the experience of acquiring a new father. 

“My mother split up from my natural 
father when I was eight,” she says, “and we 
didn't see him again. So there were four 
of us. 1 was the eldest and the others were 
seven, six and five. We were wild. We did 


as we pleased. Then my mum got remar- 
ried to Roland and tJbey subsequently bad 
another child together. Corinne is techni- 
cally my half-sister though I have never 
thought of her in that way. 

“Roland began bringing id rules and lay- 
ing down the law. At the time I resented 
him, but now I am a parent I really admire 
and respect him for what he did. If it wasn’t 
for him 1 probably wouldn’t have turned 
out as well as I have. 1 think of him as my 
dad. He is my dad. He has devoted the best 
years of his life to bringing us up. “ 

So what makes these modern-day ex- 
tended families work? The first condition 
is obvious - the will to make them work. 
Perhaps most important is the presence of 
men who like children and are prepared 
to become parents to them even when there 
is no blood link - be it as fathers or grand- 
fathers. Matthew, John and Roland all 
break with the traditional stereotype of step- 
fathers as problematic, indeed potentially 
dangerous to children. Without them, 
Aaron would have neither a father nor a 
single grandfather, since he is out of con- 
tact with all his male blood relatives. 

Roland will be there to finish the job 
when Carmen marries in the summer. 
“Over the years, he has worried over me 
and cried over me. I know that," she says. ■ 
“Now, he is very proud of me . He wants 
to give me away and help pay for the wed- 
ding.” John and Matthew will each take up 
their roles. Aaron will be christened. It will 
be a fresh start. 


Doc Martens 
are flying 
the flag 
for England 


footwear fit only for a ^ 

now sHiheoM connotations of ntpterKC 

and footfall fan aggression could well 

be revived. . „ n e 

Dr Martens is selling a version ot 

its classic eight-hole boot customised 

with flag? to trade on the patriotism cre- 
ated by the World Cup- Come June and 
the start of the tournament, will we see 
row upon row of xenophobic feet 
stomping out a patriotic chant- M«F 
there not be a moment when they stop 
stomping and start stamping on the 

beads of the rival fans? . 

Gary Nelson of the Professional 
Footballers' Association thinks if that 
happens in France this summer, it woni 
be the fault of the bools. “If it (violence! 
is going to happen it will happen, jt s 
nothing to do with what boots a per- 
son is wearing," be says. “It’s the per- 
son inside the bools.” 

This is not the first time that Doc- 
tor Martens has marketed patriotic 
boots. It says it is merely responding 
to a demand for boots which feature 
flag?. “We have sold customised Union 

Jack boots for a fcmg time, at least three 

or four years, and are enjoying success 
with boots featuring the European 
Union and US flags too,” said a com- 
pany representative. Denmark and 
Norway lamong the first to qualify for 
the World Cup) have already bought 
and sold thousands of beflagged boots, 
and Jamaica, which has just qualified, 
should be next. 

The flag might be the thing which 
convinces a fan to buy, but any Doc 
devotee will tell you that no boot could 
be better for all those hours hanging 
around a football stadium. First 
favoured by builders for their com- 
fortable heat-sealed air cushioned 
soles. Dr Martens became a fashion 
phenomenon in the Seventies when 
skinheads appropriated the 1460 an- 
kle boot (still the biggest seller) as uni- 
form. Tbday, the factories, based in the 
Midlands, make 220,000 pairs of shoes 
and boots a day, meeting demand for 
a market that was worth £S7m in 1 991, 
and a whopping £250ra in 1997. 

The company is closely involved 
with fashion sponsorship: the Si Mar- 
tin's MA graduation which rounds off 
London Fashion Week will benefit 
from its patronage, as will the design- 
er Sonja NuttalL, who is using the clas- 
sic six-eyelet Derby boot for her 
forthcoming show because of their 
timeless, androgynous, appeal. Last 
season the company sponsored fash- 
ion newcomer Andrew Groves. Add to 
that the Dr Martens football league, 
a grass-roots semi professional or- 
ganisation based in the Midlands, and 
you have a brand that means something 
to everyone. 



Booting the colour: the new look 


Each new departure is a matter that naturally interests us 



i write about 
deaths -in the 
m of newspa- 
th Picardie did 
id struck a ma- 
riously ill John 
The Times and 
■eheusion oth- 
il to emulate, 
rejection, sob- 


and 
bat-any sen- 


mehaw for- 
s fit to print. 


e death. I 
retard, be- 
ius, isn’t it. 
Jobn Dia- 
the 


useless ex- 
wbat they 
>rt out is if 
tion or the 
sure? Who 


spiriting 
«ca looks 


sion such cheap crcwd-pleasing 
- including Ruth’s sister, Justine. 
A crowd pleasing industry is be- 
ing created, apparently. A cheat 
of a “cancer” school: newsprint, 
it transpires, just can’t deal 
with death. Decca says. 

You can see why certain 
pundits say Decca is out to cre- 
ate a reputation and screw the 
hurt inflicted. And the pundits 
may have a point. Decca’s an ex- 
colleague — as was Ruth - and 
J like her enormously. She's in- 
corrigibly smart But Td be a liar 
if I pretended that one of the 
things I liked meet wasn’t a de- 
termination to be noticed. 

Still, let’s grant Decca what 
she denies others, while oh so 
rationally ascribing the basest of 
motives. Let’s give her the ben- 
efit of the doubt. Td much pre- 
fer to view “Before They Say 
Goodbye", with its evasions, 
omissions and muddle, as de- 
nial. For though Decca de- 
clares that writing about death 
in a newspaper is tawdiy, 
voyeuristic entertainment, the 
interesting thing is that she 
painstakingly duplicates the 
crime. Why? Ptrfaaps because 
death threatens that sense of in- 
vulnerability those in their 


twenties enjoy. (Oh, to have it 
back.) Or perhaps “Before 
They Say Goodbye" is Decca’s 
wholly unconscious address to 
her mother, whom she lost 
young. Or perhaps it is a scam: 
if these souls are brave for de- 
tailing their demises, how much 
braver am 1 for having a go? 
Whatever, intoning Decca’s 
“can't do this” is genuflecting to 
her sloppiest notion; that there 
exists a “correct” way to write 
about death, and Ruth and 
John failed/failed morally, eth- 
ically and, get this, aesthetical- 
ly. And as . human history 
proves, this is ... Crap. There is 
no right way. No wrong way. 
Only your way. 

So, denial. Nothing else ful- 
ly explains - or excuses - Deo 
ca’s inability to grasp what 
might appear clear to the rest 
of us. For instance, when Ruth 
joked about being “privileged to 
live through the era of John 
Frieda Restricting Serum" it's 
‘sugared tragedy* ... any line 
that edged towards , the un- 
bearable was softened by a 
sweetener.” A sweetener, or 
may be just ... gallows hu- 
mour? A coping mechanism 
that the world is not merely fe- 


rn iliar with, but often sees be- 
yond, to shadows behind. Yes, 
gallows humour protects. Dub. 
It also affords a fleeting 
glimpse, ft has to be fleeting Wfe 
nag at death, yet no philosopher, 
no religion, no work of art has 
cracked it So why does Decca 
imagine that Ruth and John 
should deliver an essential, if 
wisely undefined, “truth”? I 
quote: “If a dying young moth- 
er put into print her uncut 
soul, strangers flicking through 
through the Sunday colour sup- 
ps would be horrified." Horri- 
fied? Astonished. In 800 words 
or less, explain death. No con- 
ferring. Please. There is neither 
time nor space nor conscious- 
ness enough. Still, we flail away. 

Decca doesn't get this either. 
Decca announces that to write 
of death in a broadsheet is to 
provide “a sentimental illusion 
of the truth" (that word again), 
but why not a newspaper. Even 
if the pages furnish “emotion- 
al pornography ... a pleasurable 
little weep” for some, what of 
it? Others derive comfort and 
peace. Disaster, famine, rape, 
murder, war and the dimensions 
of the Ginton penis also pro- 
vide emotional porn for a few. 


Does anyone seriously believe 
newspapers should ban report- 
ing on them? And surely Decca 
knows that once a piece is writ- 
ten how individuals respond to 
it is beyond the author's control 
for grabs? Witness reaction to 
“Before They Say Goodbye". 

This column frequently 
clashes itself against death, as 
regular readers are aware. 
Death from Aids, suicide, in the 
family, among friends. Decca 

We nag at death, 
yet no philosopher, 
no religion, no work 
of art has cracked it’ 

once said she was a regular 
reader too, yet I find myself co- 
opted into unkind equations, 
condemned for writing about 
Ruth and rushing to “claim be- 
reavement status". 

I honestly have no idea how 
to rebut that. All I can say is that 
I wrote about Ruth to hold on 
to her a while longer. Foolish, 
granted. Til own up to this, also. 
Partof me is enraged by Decca’s 
sophistry, by the fact that she’s 
been brought on loo fast and the 


cracks are showing. Consider an 
entire “school” of cancer is re- 
viled, as it two columns - one col- 
umn, now - constituted a 
movement of bathos and “bad 
taste". Well, death is in very bad 
taste indeed, and, betides, 
schools grow. This one shrinks. 
And there are worse forms of 
cancer journalism to fret over. 
While Decca is busy conjuring 
a corrupt marketplace she for- 
gets The Modem Review and its 
brand of arrested adolescence, 
where apostles jostle to out-do 
the faux “plain speaking” of 
Julie BurchiD, carping at dullards 
exploring their mortality, but oth- 
erwise happy to force “unwar- 
ranted intimacy” by dishing the 
dirt on her abortions. Go figure. 

Go figure, too, why deceased 
Guardian . columnist Oscar 
Moore is exempted for telling us 
about HIX and how this has 
nought to do with Decca work- 
ing at The Guardian, but because 
Oscar was writing about “a new 
disease ... and cancer has no 
mystery.” (Huh?) Actually, by 
the time Oscar wrote about 
Aids it was hardly “new”. And 
I’d wager that a quick vox pop 
would raise doubts as to which 
sickness passers-by are more in- 


formed about. But Decca could 
be sorting oui something deep- 
er here. From start to finish, she 
conflates and confuses cancer 
and death while pretending di- 
vision. Perhaps because cancer 
lolled her mother. May he she 
must establish a distinction,, 
even at the bewildering cost of 
Aids good/cancer bad. 

Come. The cause of death is 
(mainly) immaterial. What 
draws and repels us is the 
process; this common yet 
unique journey we all must 
take. Decca supposedly stares 
death down, but she's the one, 
not Ruth, not John, averting 
eyes - and heart and intellect. 

A proposition. Death has 
many rituals but very few rales. 
Arbitrarily imposing some 
you’ve prepared earlier is cru- 
el, not least to one's self. Or ... 
hell? Who knows? ] don’t. 
What can be said for certain is 
life's too short. Which is sort of 
Decca’s point, too, so let’s ex- 
pect her to get it any day soon. 

And if 1 over-estimate," iben | 
can at least look forward to 
when Decca finally reveals the 
“proper" method, ami I can at 
last learn, turn and confront rav 
own legion of demons, 
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The French government, has just an- 
nounced approval for a new high-speed 
rail link east of Paris, cutting journey times 
to Strasbourg by an hour and a half That’s 
France: a socialist government, dreams of 
glory and tons of Euro-sentiment (the 
train, said a minister would “optimise links 
between the axes of the Rhine and the 
Rhone”). Transport officials in coun- 
try don’t talk that way. But that doesn't 
stop them getting out of their depth. Hus 
country, too, has its share of grand pro- 
jects which run over time and over cost - 
the Jubilee Line in London being the mo st 
egregious current example. Yet we lack 
transport imagination, understanding 
transport infrastructure as a whole, p lan - 
ning and thin king strategically. Especially 
now that the plan for building a fast link 
to the Channel Tlmnel has collapsed. It 
has to be revived, cherished and recon- 
figured. 

Forget the nominal transport minister, 
Gavin Strang. The man on the mat is John 


■ Prescott, Secretary of State for Environ- 
ment, Transport and the Regions. Com- 
miserations. He is, by nature, a big spender 
who is marooned in a Cabinet where fi- 
nancial rectitude rules. He is a big-picture 
man, ye! only in the minutest phraseolo- 
gy of intricate contracts is the dream of pub- 
lic-private financial partnership ever likely 
to be realised It is he who has to put to- 
gether transport and sustainable devel- 
opment: who but John Prescott is to see 
that new rail te rmini at St Pancras, not to 
mention Stratford could serve to jump-start 
that “brownfield” building which is sup- 
posed to be the alternative to dumping con- 
crete on the green belt. 

Fate - the paucity of imagination and 
conceptual confusions of the Thatcher and 
Major government, to be precise - has 
stacked Mr Prescott’s in-tray high. The 
dock is ticking down to formal revocation 
of London and Continental Railways’ con- 
t ract Replacements are knocking at 
DETR's door, eager to state terms. But 


they all involve substantial extra public 
money, either directly (Eurorail is asking 
for more than £2bn, most of it upfront) 
or indirectly (Rail track would like to ne- 
gotiate a cross-subsidy from higher track 
usage charges elsewhere). Meanwhile, the 
Government faces the prospect of re-ac- 
quiring formal ownership of Eurostar, the 
company running cross-Channel services: 
public ownership is also the option if rail- 
way franchisees fail to live up to their con- 
tractual obligations. 

Behind all this lies a term unstated in 
all the rhetoric about Private Finance Ini- 
tiatives, contracting-out and privatisa- 
tion. It’s what happens when private 
capital fails. Theoretically, contracts can 
be re-let and new providers brought in. 
But what happens in the meantime and 
what if the new contractors use the threat 
of a break in service to blackmail the state? 
That is John Prescott's position now. 

The Government could, it is true, 
abandon the idea of a fast link to the Chan- 


nel. With it probably goes the profitabfl 

ity of Eurostar, a boost to eo»oimc 

growth thanks to better through-routes 

from Birmingham, Manchester, Scotian 

and Ireland, let alone the specific bene- 
fits to London’s East End of making Strat- 
ford once again a great transport node. But 
how much additional investment of pub- 
lic money is all that worth? 

The answer, in principle, must surely 
be no less than the £2bn figure being 
bandied around - albeit payable over a pe- 
riod of years, which would not Deed to start 
till after that magic hour on 1 April 1999 
when Labour’s commitment to Tory spend- 
ing plans comes to an end. But Mr Prescott 
and the Treasury ministers he eventually 
has to convince know there is a more im- 
portant question than how much money. 
It is how to assure the state that private 
sector partners are reliable, at least more 
reliable than the members of the LCR con- 
sortium. Their ranks include two existing 
rail franchisees. National Express and 


\r ir2 m and if- after what has happened, 
theTconduct of their railways is pot 
“tough, under the doses. 
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acceptable capitalist face. But MrBran- 
son the blond controller needs pobdhg. 

Once, when Labour first came to pow- 
er in this country, the talk was oftfie state 
taking over greaicbunks of private capi- 
tajDuring the Thatcher era, pnvatecap- 
ital could do no wrong-the best the state 
could do was retreat. We surely nowknow 
better In large-scale infrastructure pro- - 
jects neither the state nor private capital 
is superior as financier or manager. Bat 
we have learnt the hard way that tbestate 
is indispensable, as projector, guarantor 
and backstop. Exactly how much fop 
Government should spend on the fast uqk. 
to the Channel is up for negotiation, but 
it can and should commit itself now to the 
principle of fuU-blooded participation. 
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LETTERS 


Assault on Iraq 


Pyramid publishing 


Bombing Iraq will be immoral, 
impractical and unjust. Immoral 
for killing people without justi- 
fication. Impractical because we 
won’t get all the sites. Unjust be- 
cause the rationale stems from 
an unbalanced political view of 
ibe region. 
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STILL HOLDS 


This is the lastihrow of an in- 
effective UN/US/UK policy. Iraq 
can easily re-acquire chemical 
and biological, if not nuclear, 
weapons after an inspection. 

The UK must think and 
speak for herself, however 
friendly we may be towards 
America. We should develop a 
new policy based on assistance 
and support for the people of 
Iraq and a proper military bal- 
ance in Che region. 

We should realise that sanc- 
tions are confirming anti-West- 
ern attitudes in the minds of 
ordinary people in Iraq and in 
other Middle Eastern states, 
commence an aid initiative 
aimed at support and develop- 
ment for Iraq, rather like that un- 
dertaken by America and others 
for Germany after 1945, and take 
our improved status with the 
Arabs as an opportunity to help 
ease tension between the Arab 
world and Israel, to improve 
prospects for peace in the region. 
JOHN DEXTER 
Hythe, Hampshire 


Three cheers for Boyd Tonkin 
(“The real mystery , of the 
Sphircq why do falsehoods dri- 
ve out truth?”, 10 February), 
who goes straight to the heart 
of the matter of the huge in- 
crease in “alternative Egyptol- 
ogy” publications. 

Most subjects have their 
shadowy sisters which feed on 
the lack of knowledge. These 
are tolerated, humoured or ig- 
nored by the academic world: 
think of alternative medicine, 
the authorship of Shakespeare's 
plays, or alchemy. Their popu- 
larity may reflect the public's ■ 


healthy distrust of being told: * 
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What guarantees can the Prime 
Minister offer that the follow- 
ing scenario will not occur? 

After a bombing campaign 
by the US and its allies, Saddam 
grants the UN inspectors un- 
fettered access to all the sites 
that they wish to examine. Then 
after several months he throws 
them out on some trumped-up 
charge, forcing the West once 
again to mount a military re- 
sponse. 

Meanwhile it is powerless 
Iraqi civilians that will have to 
suffer the mayhem of these 
bombing campaigns in addition 
to the suffering already imposed 
upon them through economic 
sanctions. 

HASSAN ABDULRAZZAK 
New Malden, Surrey 
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“This is how it is, and there can ' 
be no argument about it." Pub- 
lisher have rarely missed an op- 
portunity to capitalise ou it But 
we should wake up to the real 
possibility that Egyptology as a 
serious subject gets confused in 
the public perception with the- 
ories which range from un- 
orthodox to loony, and which at 
best ask questions without be- 
ing able to provide satisfactory 
answers. 

J have no problems explain- 
ing why the Egyptians built 
their pyramids, but could some- 
body please tell me why we are 
going to have the^ Millennium 
Dome? 

IAROMIRMALEK 
Griffith Institute 
Ashmolean Museum .. 

Oxford %' 


those of the “peace at any price” 
advocates who forced me to 
waste six of the best years of my 
life, and many of my contempo- 
raries to give their fives or limbs, 
in the dirty work required to ex- 
tirpate the plague of Nazi sm . 
LEWIS STRETCH 
Godmanchester, 
Catnbridgcshirv 


even foolish and murderous as- 
pects of American foreign pol- 
icy? Did Labour learn nothing 
from its disgraceful support of 
the Vietnam war? Is this meant 
to be socialism? 

LAWRENCE HANSEN 
London SEl 


‘Lost’ Prince John 


In the first half of this century, 
this nation had to make a second 
enormous sacrifice of blood and 
treasure to prevent an evil dic- 
mtor from running amok, main- 
ly because the international 
organisations created after the 
first holocaust, and the national 
powers concerned, lacked the 
courage and sense to take time- 
ly preventive measures. 

I find it difficult to see any 
moral distinction between the ar- 
guments of same Anglican bish- 
ops (letter. 11 February) and 


Your front page leader (12 Feb- 
ruary) speculates that perhaps 
President Bush should have pur- 
sued the defeated Iraqi army to 
Baghdad seven years ago and 
overthrown Saddam Hussein. 

You may recall that no soon- 
er bad the Iraqi array been 
ejected from Kuwait than the 
cha tiering classes started wailing 
about America’s “hidden agen- 
da” and how overthrowing Sad- 
dam Hussein was not part of the 
UN's mandate. America and her 
allies were thus forced to with- 
draw with the job half done. 
SUSAN COELHO 
Teddingfon. Middlesex 


What is it about the Labour 
Party that, when it achieves 
power, it rushes to support 


Your report “Revealed: the 
lost prince of the House of 
Windsor" (’ll February) is 
shocking not simply because 
Prince John was hidden away 
because he had epilepsy or be- 
cause he died suddenly and un- 
expectedly in 1 919 at the age of 
13 and was buried very pri- 
vately’. but because eighty years 
on approximately 1,000 people 
die from epilepsy every year. 
This is the same as foe com- 
bined annual mortality for cot 
deaths and Aids. 

Most of these deaths are of 
young people, tike the Prince, 
who “fell asleep" after a seizure 
and never woke up. It is also 
true that until very recently 
these deaths were kept hidden. 
The death certificates in manv 


cases would not reveal the cause 
of death as epilepsy. Indeed un- 
til very recently few people 
were prepared to talk about sud- 
den death in epilepsy. Al- 
though you state that Prince 
John's seizures had increased in 
severity and frequency before he 
died and indeed that Queen 
Mary wrote that his death 
“came as a great release". 
Epilepsy Bereaved knows of 
many young people who have 
died whose condition has been 
considered sufficiently mild not 
to warrant medication. 

Epilepsy affects 1.5 million 
people in the UK at some time 
in foeir lives, especially during 
childhood and old age. Yet foe 
illness attracts little by way of 
research money - 20p per suf- 
ferer each year, compared to 
£250 per person with muscular 
dystrophy and £140 for multi- 
ple sclerosis. Current epilepsy 
services are inadequate: 40 per 
cent of people with epilepsy are 
seen by general physicians who 
have no training in neurology. 
The case for a national inquiry 
is that with improved manage- 
ment of seizures these tragic 


deaths of young people may be 
prevented. 

JANE HANNA 
Director, Epilepsy Bereaved 
PO Box 1777 
Bournemouth, BH5 1YR 
Dorset 


Your feature on the photo al- 
bums of the Duke of Windsor 
is fascinating, and very welcome, 
but Prince John is not a “lost 


prince”. 

Royal children in the early 
years of this century were not 
exposed to foe kind of publici- 
ty their descendants face today; 
but, far from being hidden. 
Prince John’s existence and ap- 
pearance were made known to 
the public through photographs. 

I have 17 old picture post- 
cards showing the Prince on his 
own. and a further 35 of him 
with a brother or sister, or in 
larger groups. These date from 
1905, the year he was bora, to 
1916. Other photographs ap- 
peared in magazines, newspa- 
pers and books. 

Too often the story of Prince 
John is used as evidence that the 
Royal Family were unnaturally 


cold and unfeeling to foeir chil- 
dren: your reporters are not the 
first to suggest that he was hid- 
den away as an embarrassment 
George V and Queen Mary 
gave him the best and most lov- 
ing treatment any parents could 
have provided, by the stan- 
dards of foe day. Kepi safe with- 
in foe protective circle of the 
family, John commuted from 
London to Windsor, to Bal- 
moral and Sandringham, with 
his brothers and sister, and he 
did meet visitors and play with 
other children. 

Theodore Roosevelt met 
him at Buckingham Palace in 
191 i, and described a solid. 
cheeky little boy with no fear of 
his father. It was only in 1917 
that John was moved to Wood 
Parra on doctors' advice, be- 
cause his fits had become so fre- 
quent and so severe, and it was 
obvious that he did not have 
long to live. He was accompa- 
nied by the nurse who had 
looked after him from birth, and 
his family kept in close touch 
and visited regularly. 
CHARLOTTE ZEEPVAT 
Pett, East Sussex 


Business rates 


Simon Spenyn is wrong to as- 
sume his business rates were 
high in 19S9 because his local 
authority levied them (letter, 11 
February). . 

The amount a business pays 
in rates depends on the its lo- 
cation; if the rateable value of 
foe land the business occupies 
is high, its rates will be high. Re- 
turning the business rale to 
council control would not mean 
that the burden is shifted from 
residents to businesses, or vice 
versa; levels of domestic and 
non-domestic rates would be 
linked to ensure that one does 
not subsidise the other. 

At present, businesses have 
no input into foe level of rates 
they pay - returning the business 
rale would improve democracy. 
For local government to mod- 
ernise, it must be able to rep- 
resent all the community. 
Financial autonomy is a vital 
part of that modernisation. 

Sir JEREMY BEECHAM 
Chair 

Local Government Association 
London Sli’J 


Boyd Tonkin castigates book 
publishers for encouraging New 
Age nonsense about ancient 
Egypt to flourish - and rightly 
so. But what about the mote in 
his own eye ? 

The American Egyptologist 
Marie Lehner knows a thing or 
two about the Sphinx and the 
pyramids, having spent 20 years 
studying them in the field. Yet 
• when he publishes a popular 
book bn the subject (The Com- 
plete Pyramids, Thames and 
Hudson, 1997), packed with 
new ideas and verifiable inform 
matioa, what do the broad-* 7 
sheet literary editors dp? They 
ignore him. 

COLIN RIDLER 
Archaeology Editor 
Thames and Hudson Ltd 
London WCl 


How 


Testing athletes 


If the world's sporting author- 
ities are so determined to stamp 
out drug use (“Champ fails 
drug test”, 12 February), can we 
assume that they will also reg- 
ularly test for traces of alcohol 
and nicotine in athletes? 
LESLEY BROWNE 
London SWl 
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On the day before tomorrow, some tender thoughts from little Ginger far away 
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MILES 

KINGTON 


My thanks to all those good and great who 
have taken space in the column this year 
to send their Wentine's Day messages. Not 
only does it bring me a tidy bit of income 
(and all tax-free! ), it also saves me from hav- 
ing to write anything today. So here we go 
with our Grand St Valentine's Day Parade! 

To Tonytumps - Bombs Awa y! You can 
come back to our little White House as of- 
ten as you like! - bis little BHIikins. 

LITTLE lonykins - my very best wish- 
es for doing everything I asked you to, and 
more! all my love, as long as you keep do- 
ing it! May the Sun keep provisionally shin- 
ing on you ... Rupe 

Salman ... we will meet again ... 1 am 
looking for you the whole time ... I am on 
your trail ... my aim is true ... from you 
know who ... 

Darling -Though I am only five foot two. 


And wear a ginger beard. Although I’m very 
serious And look a trifle weird. Although 
I’m going bald on top And wear thick homy 
specs. It’s lots of love from me IQ you. Your 
Ginger Foreign Sex ... 

A reader writes: Dear Mr Kington. Don V 
tell me you '/v going lo fill the whole column 
with these pathetic mock-political lidentines! 
Everyone does this, for hetnen ’s sake! Can 7 
you do something else. 

Miles Kington writes Like whai? 

A reader writes: Well, like turn your at- 
tention lo some of the serious issues of the 
day! 

Miles Kington writes: Like which? 

A reader writes: Like the impending war 
with Saddam Hussein. Can you tell us 
what’s going to happen ? 

Miles Kington writes: Sure. They can't 
declare military action against Saddam Hus- 


sein until they've decided on a name for the 
War. 

A reader writes: A name? 

Miles Kington writes: That's righL A war 
fought hy the Americans has to be pack- 
aged first - all the press rights sold, all the 
advertising sewn up. film rights auctioned 
off in Hollywood, all the big dealers signed 
up. And the biggest problem is how to 
brand-name a war. Great VVfrr was a bril- 
liant name for a war. So was World War. 
even though a lot of the world wasn't in- 
volved in any world war. Cold War was a 
brilliant name for a peace, too. The trou- 
ble is. they’ve been through all this before 
when they liberated Kuwait, and so this lime 
all the good names like Gulf Whr and Desert 
Storm have already been used up. They 
can't call it Gulf War U or Son of Gulf War. 
because they know (hat sequels never do 


as well. So it’s not Robin Cook they’re wail- 
ing for - they can’t start bombarding Iraq 
till they have got foe name they need. 

A reader writes: Hmmm ... Talking of 

Robin Cook. Guvnor is a funny kind of name. 

isn : l it? Haveyou ever come across a woman 
called Gaynor? 

Miles Kington writes: Yes. The film ac- 
tress, Mitzi Gaynor. 

A reader writes: Oh. right ...! Funny kind 
of name, Mitzi. Ever come across another 
woman ...? 

Miles Kington writes: Look, if vou 
haven't got any intelligent questions, can 
I get hack to my Valentine’s Day messages 


Miles Kington: Yes. Ken Dodd, 
reader writes: Ken Dodd isn ’/ much like 


A reader writes: lis, just one more Ques- 
tion. What kind of a name wa.? Dodi ? Was 
there any Englishman who tier had a name 
like that ? 


Lnangmg arm : rytfir weasnss VTT*’ 1 

TV.Ho.wh.*! ““ 


Miles Kington writes: No. but Dodd is 
f ?“ il W' Up Nortb ** ^ddy, and 
D,ana ** Started «* 
with Doth, most of the North of England 

was S°»*g out whh Ken Dodd. 

hSdiin^i ' u 9 nMerof *«. ^ that 
headlmc the other day. “1 had DodTs baby”. 

caused a great fuss in parts of Lancashire. 
Any more questions ? 

A reader writes ; No. You can get back to 

'"‘> W W*h« Daypa^ZZ 

M,™i ^| tonwi,es:Th ^ ... Queen 
®° ttomsu P ! Let’s tok 

RICH ar rwirj ‘ ‘ ‘ ove ^ rotn Boriskins ... 
RICHard BRANSON I love you I love 

Contih * frura R5c hard Branson ... 
continued next year 
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Rupe rt Murdoch features 
in three challenges to Blair 



DONALD 
MACINTYRE 
the gentle art 

OF COMPROMISE 


“J^*?*"* lts exem Ption from the terms 
. particular he wishes to guard 

judgments which rule that that the 
PCC should have restrained newspapers in 
advance from publication. Last Monday at 
a meeting between the Prime Minister, Lord 
«vme (the justly proud author of the Bill in 
J* P[ esent fonn ), Jack Straw and Chris 
bouth, it was agreed that Charles ftlconer, 
the Solicitor General, should apply his 
forensic mind to examine ways of amend- 
mg the Bill to accommodate some of the 


Rupert Murdoch - even since the spectac- 
ular defection of the Sun to its cause - still 

currently exerdsmgtiie g^ramfntVbSt /°w PriC ? 8 to hurt 1 competitors, including The 
minds, an havefeatuUt i/cotmno^S^I Ind ^ndent,wasa considerable embarrass- 


io privacy in the Bill, and it will not predude 
the possibility of future privacy legislation. 
But it win stm look to the Government’s all- 
ies like tampering with the BiH in order to 
53 owners tabloid newspapers. 

ute last, of course, is predatory pricing. 
And here Mr Murdoch, and the cut-price 
Times, is indisputably the protagonist. This 
week's decision by the Lords to amend the 
Competition Bill to outlaw the use of below 


mem to the Government The standard re- 
action to a Lords defeat namely that it 
demonstrates the need to reform the Upper 
House, was simply not available. It was 
Labour life peers who rebelled, and Liber- 


Mr Murdoch’s looming presenceTreri or p«- 

retved, is only one. The newspaper indus- 
try has a direct commercial interest in the 
outcome the outcome of each. The public 

is less interested in them than rhi» notum*. m • — - — — 

Demwould like th^-m tr. a !i « aJ Democrats, as a matter of policy, who led 

*MSSS«SS 

composition of the House. It also frankly 
strains credulity to say, as one junior mem- 
ber of the Government unhiinldngly told me 
this week, that the Labour rebellion consisted 
of luwies and trendy middle-class intellec- 
tuals. It’s true that two new Labour working 
peers, Lord (Richard) Rodgeis and Lord Put- 
tnam. just about fall into that category. But 
Lord (Jack) Ashley? or that redoubtable 
Brummie Lord (Dennis) Howell? Clever 
men, yes. Middlendass intellectuals? Hardly. 
Again there are strong feelings within the 
Labour Party in the Commons. The former 
Director General of the Office of Fair Trad- 
ing Lord Borne, Minor Group Newspapers 
Director, and Labour peer is convinced that 
just as the Fair Trading Act contained spe- 
cial provisions for newspaper mergers because 
of the need for diversity, so should the Com- 
petition Bill provisions on predatory pricing. 
The Labour MP Chris Mullin is thinking of 
joining his colleague Giles Radice (both are 
highly influential MFsj in backing the Lords 
amendment with a similar one in the Com- 
mons, though he will probably not finally de- 
cide whether to do so until he has fully 
examined the Government’s case. 

There are possible compromises of vary- 
ing effectiveness in oil three cases. On pri- 
vacy, if the Government does produce the 
exemption that the PCC - unnecessarily in 
the view of some lawyers - is seeking, it will 
surely (at long last) have to come up with 
a system of compensation for individuals who 
have been wronged by newspapers invad- 
ing their privacy. On predatory pricing, the 
Government is quite likely to reword the Bill, 
though that does not necessarily mean the 
full scale enquiry into the predatory pric- 
ing Mr Murdoch’s critics most want On 
unions the participation threshold - though 
one probably significantly higher than 30 per 
cent - offers a possible compromise. The 
eventual outcome will probably not dra- 
matically or immediately affect the level of 
union recognition in industry. Zt will prob- 
aby not satisfy either the CBI or the TUG 
But there is a good chance that it will also 
not lead to a full-scale confrontation with 
either. Some habits die hard. Like it or not, 
of all three issues, it is union recognition that 
in the long run will matter most in the Par- 
liamentary Labour Party. 


directly focussed his lawyer’s 
mina on all of them. 

The first concerns the trade unions and 
how to put into practice the manifesto 
promise to give statutory recognition rights 
to unions that have the support of “51per 
cent of the relevant workforce* 1 . It’s well 
knowntbat the meaning of that innocuous- 
soundjng phrase is now a matter of direct dis- 
pute between the TUC, who argue that it 

means 51 percent of those voting in any bal- 
lot, and the CBI, who insis t that it means 51 
percent of those eligible to vote. This sets a 
very high hurdk. There are modernisers with- 
in the Government who sympa thise quite 
strongly with the CBI view, who worry about 
the risk to inward investment of too effec- 
tive a measure on union recognition, who 
might not be too unhappy about a public 
break with the TUC and who believe, blunt- 
ly, that union organisation is the unions’ busi- 
ness, not the government's. There are also 
those, including some quite prominent cab- 
inet members, who believe that the CBI de- 
mand is unreasonable and that the White 
Paper this spring will have to find a com- 
promise. It’s likely for example, that David 
BIimketL who played some part m the draft- 
ing of the manifesto wording, would prefer 
a minimum level of turnout in a recognition 
ballot -say 30 per cent As it happens, Rupert 
Murdoch's desire - entirely matched by that 
of his rivals - not to see the old print unions 
return to the newspaper industry hasn’t been 
mentioned in the internal discussions so far 
about the issue. And ft is much less relevant 
than many in the party think- But there are 
Labour MPs who persist in believing it is up- 
permost in some ministers' minds. It will prob- 
ably take weeks rather than days for the 
discussions to reach a conclusion. 

The second is the issue of privacy and the 
press. This is of obsessive interest to other 
newspaper groups beside Mr Murdoch’s and 
arises because the Human Rights Bill which 
goes to the Commons on Monday, incor- 
porates, among the other articles of the Eu- 
ropean Convention of Human Rights, a right 
to privacy as wefl as a balancing right to free 
expression. Fearing that the Press Complaints 
Commission as a public authority could now 
be judged by the British courts not to be ad- 
equately protective of citizens against the in- 
trusion of the press, the PCCs chairman is 


Oswald, Enoch and David - Britain 
demands more than charisma 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 
DIFFERENT careers. 
SIMILAR LESSONS 


In March 1925, a crack unit of 
the British Fascists - a fore- 
runner to the British Union of 
Fascists - kidnapped the Com- 
munist leader, Harry PoliitL 
On the continent Mussolini 
was consolidating his hold on 
power, and Hitler was being 
released from prison where he 
had completed Mein Kampf. 
So Mr Polliu might have ex- 
pected the worst - to share the 
recent violent fate of the Ital- 
ian socialist, Matteotti. In- 
stead, according to the 
historian Roger Eatwell, he 
was released by the embar- 
rassed fascists, who told the 
judge at their subsequent tri- 
al that he had accepted £5 by 
way of compensation for his 
inconvenience. Britain was, 
somehow, different. 

This difference really 
struck home this week, when 
a coincidence of events led me 
to think about charismatic 
political leaders in this coun- 
try. First, last Sunday, Enoch 
Powell died. Immediately trib- 
utes in many newspapers tes- 
tified to the unique qualities 
of an exceptional man. 

Then, today, the New 
Statesman publishes an inter- 
view with Dr David Owen, in 
which he says that he might re- 
turn to active politics because, 
“it is hard to stand aside on 
such an issue as the single cur- 
rency, when I believe that 
■what is at stake is the whole 
history of this country". .Ex- 
cited Eurosceptics (often the 
same people as those posthu- 
mously praising old Enoch) 
have instantly begun to talk 
abut Owen leading the anti- 
Euro crusade. 

And finally, last night saw 
the first part of Laurence 
Marks’ and Maurice Gran's 
enjoyable TV biev-drama of Sir 
Oswald Mosley (“Leader, Fas- 
cist, Adulterer” as the blurb 
put it). So in one week three 
great lost leaders made de- 
mands once more upon our at- 
tention. All three were once 
held in the kind of regard by 
some of their contemporaries 
that most politicians never 
experience. All three were 
said to possess rare intellectual 
gifts, to be men of destiny, to 
be prophets standing above 
party and beyond compro- 
mise, to be in direct contact 
with the soul of the nation. 
And, in Powell's words, to be 
odd men out. 

Mosley was a stirring ora- 
tor and possessed - as the 
Marks and Gran films make 
dear - a combination of bril- 


liance and the attention span 
of a gnat. He was essentially 
a moderniser, arguing through 
the inter-war recessions for 
New Deal Keynesiansism. His 
impatience with Labour’s im- 
possible gradualism, and his 
gigantic ego, led him - via by- 
ways - to the fashionable 
creed of Fascism, with its im- 
pressive colours and cult of 
absolute leaders. His anti- 
Semitism was not much more 
than a populist accretion, 
though that was of little com- 
fort to the Jewish population 
of Britain. 

Powell was no fascist, of 
course. He too was a mod- 
erniser, a man whose intellect 
had led him to embrace a free 
market philosophy and to reject 
the agreed statism that was a 
feature of the post-war con- 
sensus. like Mosley, he was a 
beacon to younger, techno- 
cratic politicians, impatient 
with the status quo. He himself 
had, by 1%R resigned from the 
Cabinet once, and refused to 
serve in a shadow cabinet un- 
der Alec Douglas-Home. 

And, also like Mosley (but 
in greater contradiction to his 
free market views) he adopt- 
ed the language of race and 
nation when it suited him to 
do so. It was not - as his apol- 
ogist wish to claim - cold log- 
ic or unwavering commitment 



Adulation by the few is not enough: Sir Oswald Mosely inspects his troops, m 4 


played the game,” he later 
said, somewhat disingenuous- 
ly. In 1974 he urged a Labour 
vote over the EEG and sub- 
sequently became an Ulster 
Unionist MP. 

Owen’s histoiy is more fa- 
miliar and more recent. He 
was another future Prime 
Minister, another impatient, 
handsome technocrat, this 


they failed, all three turned to 
some form of sectionalism, to 
ancient nationalism and - in 
the of Powell and Mosley, 
to racism. It is interesting to 
note that what is at stake for 
Owen is “the whole history of 
this country”, not its whole fu- 
ture. And yet, for all their 
qualities and capacity to stir 
the blood, they have all been 


Ail three men were said to possess rare 
intellectual gifts, to be prophets standing 
above party and beyond compromise, to be 
in direct contact with the soul of the nation 


lo the truth that led to the 
Rivers of Blood speech 30 
years ago. When he used the 
language of invasion and ter- 
ror, repeated urban myths 
about little old white ladies be- 
ing terrorised by excreta 
through the letterbox and by 
“grinning piccaninnies", he 
knew that he was acting - in 
his own words - as a “lightning 
conductor”, and be expected 
to benefit from that. A few 
weeks later the tabloid colum- 
nist, Jean Rook (“The First 
Lady of Fleet Street”) ap- 
peared on Any Questions and 
told an applauding audience 
that she would loathe to live 
next door to a black man. 

Paradoxically it was the 
end of Powell’s career. The 
Tbiies shunned him. “I never 


time of the centre. The failure 
of various parties to compre- 
hend his message - and to act 
upon it - took him through 
Labour, into the Mark 1 SDP, 
and when that merged with the 
Liberals into the Mark 2 SDP, 
which then folded. And now 
he may be contemplating a re- 
turn to battle, with further 
European integration as the 
cams 1 belli. 

The similarities really are 
striking, even if one should be 
careful to note the differences 
- there has never been a sug- 
gestion that David Owen is 
anything other than a com- 
mitted anti-racist. All three 
men were frustrated mod- 
ernisers, questing for some 
way of achieving the power to 
realise their objectives. As 


failures. There was no Pow- 
ellfte movement after 1968, no 
fascist MPs elected in the 
Thirties, no successful Owen- 
He organisation. 

At best two of them have 
acted as reluctant John the 
Baptists to politicians who as- 
siduously played and won the 
party game - Margaret Thatch- 
er and Tbtry Blair. And it says 
something interesting about 
this country that this should be 
so. For all the talk about our 
disillusionment with party 
politicians, we are far more sus- 


picious of those who refuse to 
play the party game. The anti- 
Bonapartist streak in British 
political life - the same streak 
that made England so relieved 
to see the bade of the Lord Pro- 
tector, Oliver Cromwell - pe- 
nalises the man or woman 
without a party. Mosley’s fail- 
ure was partly due to the sus- 
picious among right-wing 
Tories about him personally 
and about his infinite capaci- 
ty for disloyalty. Powell was 
never forgiven by the Conser- 
vative party for his lack of col- 
legiate discipline - and could 
never construct a powerbase 
outside it- David Owen’s in- 
ability to stay in any political 
party that was imperfect cost 
him the highest office, 

In one of the Mosley films 
Marks and Gran have a Tory 
friend of Mosley, the MP Bob 
Boothby, warn the future fas- 
cist leader that Britain “is an 
old country”. So it is. It is a 
country where racial intoler- 
ance is not really respectable, 
where leadership is always 
constrained, where a single 
currency is not an issue of fife 
or death, and where fascists 
give their opponents £5 to 
cover inconvenience. 

'Mosley: leader, fascist, alduher- 
er\ Thursdays, Channels 9pm. 
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How can we learn what’s in the food we’re about to eat? 



Soya goes into 60 per cent 
of the processed food we eaL 
Soya flour is used to lengthen 
shelf-life and improve colour in 
bread, pizza bases, pastiy crusts, 

biscuits and noodles. Soya oil 
is used in cooking oQ, margarine 
and spreads. And a third sub- 
stance, soya lecithin, is used as 
an emulsifier or stabiliser, and 
to improve “mouth feel” in 
products such as mayonnaise 
and even chocolate. 

Although it is just one of a 
number of modified crops now 
being developed, soya is the far- 
thest forward. Within the next 
few years, we will also see mod- 

jfied maize, sugar beet and 

oilseed rape, among others, 

When polite ataK why 

not take a look through your ^ public whether he 

wants to eat genetically modi- 
fied food and the answer will 
usually be “No”, as a number 
of surveys have shown. But 
this story is not about what the 
public wants, lfs about what the 
public is about to get- 

Let us look at how modified 

soya has come to be devel- 
oped. Monsanto, an agro- 

chemical company based in St 
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kitchen cupboards? Like most 
discerning consumers, you 
probably think you make pos- 
itive choices about what you eat. 
Bui do von know that within a 
couple' of years most the 

processed food "W 

contain genetically modified 
soya designed to survive gray- 
ing with weedkiller? 

There are major change* 
: taking place in the way our food 


soya yields by 7 per cent if they 

spray with Roundup. Forty per 
cent of the world’s soya is grown 
in America, including the vast 
majority of what Britain' imports. 

But how can Monsanto be 
sure that farmers won’t just buy 
the beans and spray them with 
a cheaper imitati on brand ?This 
is where it gets clever. Mon- 
santo licenses its technology to 
seed producers, who then sell 
on to farmers. Farmers pay a 
small fee for the use of the seed 
and also sign an agreement that 
says they must spray their crops 
with branded Roundup. By the 
time the patent runs out, the 
British Retail Consortium es- 
timates that 90 per cent of the 

US crop could be treated in this 

way. Brilliant. 

The men from Monsanto say 
this is not their motivation. Tb 
quote Colin Merritt, the com^ 
parry’s UK Technical Manager 
“We are moving into a business 
which is based on seed rather 
than purely based on chemicals. 
Many of our other develop- 
ments are entirely different 
with just seed and no chemical 
involved.” This new technolo- 
gy actually reduces the amount 

of chemicals sprayed on crops, 
Mr Merritt explains. And it is 
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planting of • these crop® 1 continue to selL Why? are the environmentalists mak- 


Despite the regulatory sys- 
tem's approval, there are some 
vety knowledgeable people who 
feel we do not yet know enough 
about the posable health risks 
involved in a range of modified 
crops. For example Professor 
Philip James, author of the 
proposals for the Government's 
Rxxl Standards Agency and Di- 
rector of the Rowett Research 
Institute at the University of 
Aberdeen, said on a Scottish 
BBC documentary this month: 
“The perception that every- 
thing is to tally straightforward 
and safe is totally naive.” He 
added: “Once the BSE problem 
is solved, if is*is solved, then I 
think that the big public concern 
is going to be about the huge 
array of genetic manipulations 
... and how we tackle that in a 
proper, responsible way.” 

And while the FDA is 
renowned for its tough attitude, 
it does sometimes approve 
foo& that remain banned in the 
UK Crisps made with Olestra, 
a fat substitute which passes 
straight through the body but 
which, it is churned, can strip the 
booty of essential nutrients and 
cause stomach cramps or dia- 
horrea, are on sale in the US 
bat not here. 

As yet, there is no dear ev- 
idence to suggest genetically 
modified food is generally dan- 
gerous to human health. But, as 
the Consumers’ Association 
argues, the effects will be bard 
to discern when we are all eat- 


ing the stuff. Jeff Rooker, the 
Agriculture Minister, says that 
if the Government had been 
elected a year or 18 months ear- 
lier it might have demanded 
segregation of these crops. Now 
be must hope that government 
research will show there are no 
potential health problems. 

“If they don’t come up with 
something I for one trill not be 
prepared to give robust answers 
about it all being safe for ever 
more,” he says. 

Then there is the question 
of environmental impact What 
if the beans cross-poUinate with 
wild plants - possibly wild soya 
- to create indestructible 
weeds? Monsanto says its gene 
cannot transfer in this way, but 
environmentalists have their 
doubts. 

The battle to bring geneti- 
cally modified soya to Britain 
now centres on a PR war, pit- 
ting the resources of Monsan- 
to against such organisations as 
the Consumers' Association, 
Greenpeace and a group called 
Wholefoods against Genetix 
Foods. Monsanto employs a PR 
firm, Lowe Bell, but you will 
rarely see the company’s name 
on any publicity material Its 
representative can be found in 
the 1997 phone book under 
Soya Bean Information Centre. 
If you phone this centre, you 
wil] find its name is now the 
Rant Biotech Information Cen- 
tre. And it is based at 59 Rus- 
sell Square, London: the 


address of Lowe BelL Alter- 
nativety, the switchboard at 
Monsanto's headquarters in 
High Wycombe Mil put you 
through there. 

Or you might like to get 
some information from the 
Food and Drinks Federation’s 
“Food for Our Future” cam- 
paign, to which Monsanto says 
it gives financial support, al- 
though the FDF denies this. 

What if you still don’t like the 
idea of genetically modified 
food? Ibis is an issue about con- 
sumers’ rights, but consumers 
can only exercise their right to 
choose what they buy if they are 
fully informed. And even 
though the supermarkets plan 
to label products which contain 
soya as having genetically mod- 
ified material in them, they will 
do so only at the bottom of a list 
of ingredients, and only when 
they redesign their packaging. 

If ministers are really con- 
cerned about ths issue, as they 
say they are, why not insist on 
tobacco style “health warn- 
ings," prominently placed and 
in large letters? They could say; 
“Waning: No one realty knows 
what genetically modified food 
can do to your health." 

Then shoppers could make 
up their own minds about what 
they want to eaL If Monsanto 
has won its PR battle for our 
hearts and minds, we will buy 
the products regardless. But if 
it has not, sooner or later they 
win disappear from our shelves. 



OFFER CLOSES 17TH 


EVEREST 

JANUARY 



fee 0800 010123 

Mease Quote Ref: FEB893 

* Off list price. Minimum order value £725. Offer open only at lime 
of quotation. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. 
Different discounts apply to conservatories, 
fewest, Everest House, FREEPOST, Cuffiey, Herts EN6 4YA, 




THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY 1998 
22 




22/BUSINESS 


BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR. JEREMY WARNER 
NEWS DESK; 0171-293 2636 FAX; 0171-293 2098 EMAIL; IndyBusiness@1ndephndent.co.uk 

FINANCIAL JOURNAL OF THE YEAR 


LCR chiefs to collect 
£600,000 as taxpayer 
faces £800m bill 


By Michael Harrison 


Directors of London & Conti- 
nental Railways, the failed 
Channel rail link consortium, 
are set to collect pay-offs to- 
talling £600.000 while taxpay- 
ers face a bill of up to £800m 
td cover its liabilities, it 
emerged last night. 

The four executive directors, 
led by chairman Sir Derek 
Hornby and chief executive 
Adam Mills, are all on one-year 
contracts and an LCR 
spokesman confirmed these 
would be honoured if the con- 
sortium was put into liquidation. 

Meanwhile, it became clear 
that LCR's liabilities, which 
will revert back to the Gov- 
ernment should the consor- 
tium be wound up, are far 
higher than initial estimates. 

In addition to taking on 
LCR's £430m of bank debt, 
which includes £14Qm repre- 
sents the money spent on 
preparatory and engineering 
work on the 68-mile link, the 
taxpayer would also inherit the 
consortium's leasing liabilities 
on its fleet of Eurostar trains. 
These are understood to total 
around £275m. Further liabil- 
ities relating to work carried out 
and contracts entered into 
bring the total to nearly £800m. 

In contrast, the liabilities of 
LCR's eight shareholders, 
which include Richard Bran- 



Adam Mills: Thought to 
have been paid £200,000 


son's Virgin Group, Europe’s 
biggest bank SBC Warburg 
Dillon Read and Bechtel, 
America’s second biggest con- 
struction company, are re- 
stricted to the £100m of equity 
they put in. 

An LCR spokesman said 
yesterday that there was no 
question of the consortium 
shouldering any liabilities be- 
yond those it was contractual- 
ly obliged to accept under the 
agreement drawn up with Sir 
George Young, the then Trans- 
port Secretary, in 1996. 

“These arrangements were 
not widefy publicised atthe time 
but one can only assume the 
government of the day felt this 
was the correct way to get the 
deal done," he added. 


Senior minsters have grown 
increasingly alarmed at the ex- 
tent Of the liabilities faced by 
taxpayers and view LCR’S di- 
rectors with barely disguised 
contempt. 

LCR retorts that had Ee- 
ros tar and the rail link project 
remained within the public sec- 
tor, then taxpayers would be far 
worse off than they are now. *At 
least the taxpayer has been 
spared the £100m we invested 
in the project There is no ap- 
petite among shareholders to 
shoulder five times that 
amount” said one senior mem- 
ber of the consortium. 

Mr Mills is thought to have 
been paid around £200,000 last 
year and Sir Derek about 
£100,000, not including pension 
entitlements. The other two ex- 
ecutives, finance director 
Robert Holden and Union Rail 
managing director John Neer- 
hout, are thought to have re- 
ceived around £160,000 and 
£100,000 respectively. The 
spokesman said they were ful- 
ly entitled to compensation for 
loss of office under their service 
contracts. 

The £100m of equity capi- 
tal put up by the shareholders 
wOl be mainly used to run 
down tire company and ensure 
a solvent liquidation. LCR’s 
own liabilities consist mainly of 
creditors, including staff, prop- 
erty obligations and responsi- 


Taxpayers may inherit the consortium^ leasing liabilities on its fleet of Eurostar trains, understood to be around £27Sm 


bitity for some continuing 
Eurostar losses. 

LCR employs about 30 staff 
at its corporate headquarters 
while Union Railways, Lhe sub- 
sidiary responsible for manag- 
ing the high-speed rail link, 
employs a further 150. LCR 
also lias a contractual rela- 
tionship with Rail link Engi- 
neering, a joint venture made 
up of four LCR shareholders 


which is designing the link and 
which employs 9S0 people. 

The rolling stock lease lia- 
bilities on Eurestar's seven trains 
are in the region of £175m. Eu- 
rostar has a further £100m of 
leasing liabilities through its 61 
per cent stake in Nightstock. a 
joint venture with the German. 
French and Dutch railways. 

Meanwhile, Rail track, one 
of the leading contenders to 


take over the project, con- 
firmed after a board meeting 
last night that it would give "se- 
rious consideration to any sen- 
sible proposal" on condition it 
served the interests of share- 
holders and did not compro- 
mise its existing investment 
programme. 

Railtrack's preferred op- 
tion is a cut-price scheme that 
would cost perhaps a third of 


the £5.4bn LCR would have 
needed. Under this option. 
Rail track would build the high- 
speed link only as far as South- 
fleet in Kent and then continue 
the route on existing track into 
Waterloo International. This 
would save the costs of tun- 
nelling under central London 
and constructing a new termi- 
nus at St Pancras. 

Outlook, page 23 


Hollick empire 
loses second 
senior executive 


By Peter That Larsen 
and Nigel Cope 


United News & Media. Lord 
Hollick’s embattled media em- 
pire, yesterday parted compa- 
ny with its second senior 
executive in as many months 
when chief operating officer 
David Arculus announced that 
he was stepping down after 
just nine months in the job. 

Mr Arculus is understood to 
be considering an offer to be- 
come chairman of XPC, the 
magazine group which was re- 
cently the subject of a man- 
agement buyout by Cinven. the 
venture capital group. 

A spokesman for Cinven 
refused to comment but said; 
“At some stage Cinven wfl] be 
looking to appoint a chairman 
Of Ipfi as with all its investee 
companies," 

Mr Arculus, who helped 
build up magazine group Emap 
before he was lured to United, 
is believed to have quit after de- 
ciding it was not possible to 
work underneath Lord Hol- 
lick, United’s hands-on chief ex- 
ecutive, who has not taken as 


active a role in the government 
as many expected him to. 

“‘When David joined before 
the election everyone assumed 
that Hollick would spend more 
time advising the Government,’’ 
said one industry source. “But 
Hollick is not that dose to the 
leadership of the Labour Party.” 

“He may have thought that 
it would be his show,’ 7 said an- 
other. “But Hollick seems to be 
there all the time.” 

Mr Arculus declined blunt- 
ly to comment on bis departure. 
Tm not saying anything.” 

Mr Arculus’s departure fol- 
lows shortly after the news that 
Stephen Grabiner, who runs 
United’s regional and con- 
sumer titles, would be leaving 
to take up the job of chief ex- 
ecutive of British Digital 
Broadcasting ( BDB), the tele- 
vision group. 

News of Mr Arculus’ de- 
parture pushed United’s share 
price down 26p to 692p. But an- 
alysts said this was an over-re- 
action. “He hasn't been at 
United long enough to make a 
difference,” said one. 

Mr Arculus has a contract 



Pennant-Rea consortium received £4m 
sweetener to buy bargain-priced HMSO 


By Michael Harrison 


David Arculus: Stepping 
down after nine months 


which ends in April 1997. His 
pay has never been disclosed, 
but his annual salary is be- 
lieved to be well above the 
£360,000 he received while at 
Emap. Some industry sources 
suggested his payoff could be as 
high as £lm, although a com- 
pany spokesman said negotia- 
tions .were still continuing. 

The departure prompted 
some in the industry to suggest 
that Mr Arculus is difficult to 
work with. He left Emap after 
25 yeans after a simmering ri- 
valry for the top job with chief 
executive Richard Miller. 

Outlook, page 23 


A consortium led by the former 
deputy Governor of the Bank of 
En gland, Rupert Pennant-Rea, 
received a £4m sweetener to pur- 
chase the Stationery Office even 
though the final sale price was 
half the Government's target val- 
uation, it emerged yesterday. 

National Publishing Group, 
the company formed by Mr 
Pennant-Rea and the venture 
capitalists EJectra Eeming. paid 
£54m for the Stationeiy Office 
in September, 1996. 

But a highly critical report on 
the sale published yesterday by 
the National Audit Office, the 
Government's financial watch- 
dog, disclosed that National 
Publishing Group's initial in- 
dicative bid was £170m while the 
Government's advisers. Coop- 
ers & Lybrand, put a “bench- 
mark valuation” of £ 110m on the 
business. 

The report revealed how the 
winning consortium whittled 
down its offer price over a four- 
month period as the deterio- 
rating state of the Stationeiy 
Office's finances and business 
prospects became apparent. 

It also disclosed that in the 
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final few days before the busi- 
ness was sold, the Stationery Of- 
fice was nearly bankrupted, 
suspending payments to sup- 
pliers because it was in danger 
of breaching its £50m statutory 
borrowing limit 

The Cabinet Office under 
the Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, Roger Freeman, 
therefore agreed to pay National 
Publishing the cash balances in 
the business at the point of sale 
which amounted to £3.8m. 

The Cabinet Office justified 
the payment on the grounds 
that: "failure to compensate the 
purchaser in this way might 
well have led to a breakdown in 
the deal negotiations.” 

National Publishing subse- 


quently told the NAO that the 
additional amounts owed to 
creditors exceeded the cash 
sweetener by £2m. Since the 
takeover, it has also axed 1,000 
jobs from the workforce of 
2^500 at a cost of £54 m. 

The Pennant-Rea consor- 
tium was one of 14 groups that 
submitted initial indicative bids 
in May, 1996. Its offer, at a price 
range of £I50m to £170m was 
£9m more than the next high- 
est bid from Hambros. 

% the time it submitted its 
final bid in July, the price had 
been cut to £S6m. In August it 
cut the offer price to £69m. cit- 
ing risks associated with taking 
on the businesses and other ad- 
ditional costs. In September it re- 
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Shake-up 
in cables 
industijfr 
to cost 
870 jobs 
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By Andrew Yates 


BICC and Delta yesterday an- 
nounced a radical shake-up of 
their troubled cables operations 
wh ich will lead to 870 job losses 
in the UK and a string of facto- 
ry closures. 

Sites in north London, 
Swansea, Derby and Wrexham 

will dose as part of the huge re- 
structuring operation which wiD 
see the two companies swap 
large parts of their cable busi- • 
nesses in an effort to stem plung- • ) 
inp profits. 

The deals leave BICC to 
concentrate on heavy duty cable 
for the power transmission in- 
dustry, based at its factory in 
Wrexham- 

Delta wifi be focused on ca- 
ble for the construction industry 
at its existing plants in Llanelli ' 
and Derby. . 

The move has been prompt- 
ed by the dramatic slump in tire 
European cables market has 
been dogged by over capacity. . 

BICC has already been 
forced to announce mass re- 
dundancies in Italy and Germany . 
as part of a wide scale rational- 
isation of the business. The 
company has axed more than 
2 J 000 workers from its c^e busi- 
ness over the last twelve months A| / 
as part of a £45m cost-cutting 
programme. • - 

Alan Jones, chief executive of 
BICC masted that this would be 


duced its offer for a final time 
to £54m because of delays in fi- 
nalising completion accounts. 

The NAO report is severely 
critical of the way the Stationeiy. 
Office was run in the build-up 
to the sale, accusing it of “poor 
financial and management con- 
trol", producing over-optimistic 
turnover and profit forecasts and 
having a badly-executed re- 
structuring programme. 

Although the original plan 
had been to float the business 
in 1997, the NAO said thatthe 
decision to bring forward the 
sale had no impact. “We found 
no evidence to suggest that a de- 
lay in the sale to improve the 
profitability of tbe business 
would have produced better 
value for money.” 

Tbe costs of the sale to tbe 
taxpayer were £2.2m - equal to 
4 per cent of the proceeds. 

Last night. Mr Pennant- 
Rea said the NAO report con- 
firmed that the taxpayer bad 
received value for money. 
“Given the failure of state 
ownership to restructure the 
business, the disciplines of the 
private sector were essential to 
secure the long-term health of 
the business.” 


tbe last major restructuring of the 
group’s cables business for some 
time. 

“When I arrived at BICC 
there was a lot of tidying up to 
do and this is the end of that tidy- 
ingup program. This makes our 
cables business much stronger,” 
he said... 

Jon Scott-Maxwdj, chief ex- 
ecutive of Delta, said: “Delta is 
partic^xitingmtbelongcwerdue 
rationalisation of the European 
cables industry. I believe our 
cable business now has a long . 

term future, whether that is with 
us or with somebody else. "Delta 
is likely to look to sell the busi-jj 
ness as soon as possible as part '■ 
of its strategy to concentrate on 
its electrical and manganese 
divisions. 

In a complicated swap of 
assets BICC will pay Delta £5 m. 

It has also bought Delta's cop-.: 
per rod mill for£17.8m at Enfield 
which will be closed down, with 
production shifted to Merseyside. . 

The reorganisation will cost. 
BICC£140m and Delta £49m in 
asset write-downs and redim- -. 
dancy costs. BICC plans to dose , 
Delta's power cables business in 
Enfield, north London; Swansea .. 
and Derby after acquiring them/y. 
as part of the deaL •*-*' 

Delta's shares jumped I8p 
to 265p and BICC’s shares 
rose OJp to 140p. “This Jooks" - 
like a good deal for both sides' 
in a dire marked said one 
industry analyst, J 3 S- ; . 

Investment cohmuvpage 24. 


BT abandons television broadcasting hopes 


British Telecom 
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Vallance goes part-time at BT 


By Chris Godsmarfc 1 

Business Correspondent 


British Telecom has aban- 
doned hopes of offering main- 
stream television channels 
down its telephone wires, in 
favour of a drive to improve In- 
ternet services for home com- 


puters. 

The decision, confirmed 
yesterday by Sir Refer Bonfieki, 


BTs chief executive, came as 
the company revealed a 12 per 
cent rise in profits between Oc- 
tober and December, to 
£1.02bn. 

Sir Peter gave the clearest 
signal yet that BT is uo longer 
interested in using its network 
to offer entertainment pro- 
grammes, despite the long- 
running campaign to end the 
Government’s broadcasting 


ban. Tbe Department of 'Bade 
and Industry looks set to an- 
nounce the lifting of the ban 
in 2000, a year earlier under the 
previous government's policy. 

“It is extremely unlikely 
we’ll be squirting television 
channels down our wires,” said 
Sir Peter, adding that the tech- 
nology had moved on since BT 
had talked of investing £15bn 
to bring fibre-optic cable to 


every home in the country. BT 
will shortly begin two home tri- 
als offering much faster Inter- 
net access through its existing 
copper local network. 

Sir Peter said talks were 
continuing with several US ’ 
operators, but he said there 
were “no discussions” under- 
way with Cable & Wireless. He 
hinted that BT would ask 
shareholders for the power to 


make share buybacks at the an- 
nual meeting in July, but in- 
sisted no decisions had been 
taken. 

The company's residential 
customer base grew by 10.000 
lines in the last quarter, despite 
growing competition from ca- 
ble companies. Losses from the 
company's expanding Euro- 
pean operations were running 
at £300m a year. 


660 - 0eU*er1987: 
lata VaCance 

5QQ - appointed ctrakrnau 


87 89 91 S3 95 


SirlainYaBanceistordiDqoish 

his role as executive chairman 
of British Telecom from August, 
moving to a part time position 
with the company after more 
than 10 years at the helm. 

BT said Sir lain would stay 
on as non-executive chairman 
until bis contract expires in 
2000, but that he would also ex- 
plore outside interests. He fa 

rice chairman of Royal Bank or 

Scotland and a board member 


ofMobfl. Sir Iain, who is55jWfiB 
receive an annual pension of; . 
£281,000, along with a reduced 
salary, without bonuses, which; 
has yet to be decided by BTs . 
pay committee. In year to ■ 

last April he was paid a basic-., 
salary of £485, 000. ptus an pn-l > 
oaal boons of £185,008. How-? £3F- 
ever Sir lam has for' several’’ 
years paid hfa cash bonuses to: 

Tlie Princess Royal THist for • 
Carers. • . 


STOCK MARKETS 


INTEREST RATES 


CURRENCIES 


TOURIST RATES 





5675.10 4189.10 327 UK 
4998.91} 438420 3J0 US 


0.36 3.78 


108.10 +0.30 


26.20 2182.10 


FT5EAM 
Fin* .tarns 


098.90 0.80 0..0H 

1254.01 -6 0.73 4 73. 



83 20.03 5356.78 1JB 

10.79 1440.21 Om. 




Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
Finland (markka) 
France (francs} 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachma) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (puna) 


li&Gas 72.00 -5,00 -849 


4597.29 3 


.85 -1.65 34ZB5 RPI 159.50 3.30 154.40 


7.00 -0.09 4.82 Base Rates 755 6.00 


oomberg.com/uk source: 


halypira) - 2$j6' 

Japanfren) ' V/ 

Mafta (lira) 0.&2S8 

Netherlands (guilders) 3 1*01 
Norway (kroner) Q.(S 

Portugal (escudos) 292.49 . - 

Spain (pesetas) 2.43J& 

South Africa (rand) 7-7207 - 

Sweden (kroner) j zjB ' 

Swlfteriand (francs) 13251 . 

Turkey (lira) 350$? ; , 

USA ($) IJ940 

Source: 7ftarnfcs'Cbok J 
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OUTLOOK 

ON FALLOUT FROM 
LCR CRISIS. 

DAVID ARCULUS' 
RESIGNATION, 

AND A THUMBS 
DOWN TO THE 
INDONESIAN 
. CURRENCY BOARD. 


LCR gives taxpayers Chumbawamba 


crB ^TT K effect is 811 

When the bicycling baronet. Sir George to take such assertions with a pinch of salt. Sdfor IPC ^ h 6 

Ytxing,awaitiedUMidoo& Continental!^ Certainly John Prescott is unimpressed ed while Lord Stevens, Q^eocy fc^5®?£uSiail9. From 

^ the Oianneirafl link coocess^ LCR has pulled off the financial eqmva- lomeforniomte.s^wjw “°P““ iS^ngbereistbatfcrheav^ssakeoett ^ 

>i -ranis ha\«complttelyskip^ his mindihai lent of what Chumbawamba achieved with contotwuonrvemade time get nwaj^whereTm the undi^pu tb£y spread ^^^^jL^stillbave 

the whole idea behind sub projects was to anicebucket. S^bc£and not somebody 

tninsfer risk ^ the public to the private At the very least, the LCR d&wck de- through clenched teeth, anntvmtodbeM edtxss, . . — ^ colons — - inversion 

sector. ^ H mands that the Treasury examine all the back and a gnnmng lawyer waving my con 

With the consortium about to go belly up other PFI projects so far let to see whether tract before me. r . ___ 

and Eurostar ripe for renadonalrsatkmittran- the playing field is tilted in a similar di- “AfluaHy nsb^i one o _ , a moveon. 

spues that, far from picking up the tab, LCR's rection. LCR’s shareholders are contrac- tranng tune monthsof nay bfe, ^ David. 

»eU-heeled shareholders look like passing tuallywilhiii their rights lo pass the buck than n y long -iuming feud whfle arhnap 

£800m of liabilities back to the lajgHywT* toretaspayer.ButequaUy.sovennnen^ I 

lodooesia’spio^? ^ ^ 

^ the flucauanons ^ a 

______ _ redttaacuireaybo^^^^ 

“esiKSSSS SSSssKS 

« new Ubour cron^ a^ 

-1- ssEKSsfiS 

-notsuWnne^a^Z 1 ^; 


abruptly as chief operating officer at 
United News and Media yesterday, to an 


At the very worst, the eight sharebold- have all manner of thing; in iheirgm-sucn mn anu me ‘ — CUVTenCV board 

(SBC^hrtnngDflkjn Read, Bechtel, Na- as airport slots, rail subsidies, public sec- the problem was ___ _ , . 

tional Express, Virgin, SNCF, London tor contracts and mandates for investment brought m under fates j pretei^.iWK lacks Credibility 

Electricity, Ove Arup and Sir William Hal- banking advice. Revenge, Mr Prescott to believe t^t ^rd l^ would be rat 

crow and Partners) will end up shouldering may reflect, is a dish best served cold. ing an i mcxeasi^ bact-*e* Pnhert Rubin. die US Treasury sea 

losses of £ 100 m. Yfiih balance sheets the size 

the h ank. banCy likely It’s been a pleasure 

More importantly, thissurely cannot have , . #. 

been the sort of risk-reward ratio that the WOnQtlg for yOU •» 

Conservative government had in mind when 

it invented the Private Finance Initiative. A letter from David Arculus, who re 
WbenUcame _lotherafllmk,there was plen- 
ty of initiative on display, but sadly not much 
of it came from inside the Department of 

^kLCR contrite? Not a bit of iL With RuLbeon, appears bizarrely to have been pose you^ had a hand here, for he'sao^ basic idea is that the prove finan- 

breaih taking chutzpah , the consortium misdirected and as a consequence has to dqxm for pastures new asw hoard replaces the central bank, issuing do- m ^ Suharto. Current^ 

cbtxrily suggest it has amiaDyckwe the tax- turned up in the Independent ‘s postbag. In calkhewaslhemanrespoosb mesne currency only when it is backed at a oaty hiphly effective meefaa- 

payer a ^^fevour. Haditnot oome along the interests of transparency, we here umphs of ne^r maikeiurg as ^^^afo^cummcysudi *^ a ^^ a S^confidtmce 

tvro yearsago and taken Eurostar and the reproduce it. “Dear Sir D ... [name with- fl-^eek Tdeguph. but even so Icouldnt the private ^^^^“^^tbeexpect- 

raHEiik prefect off the Government’s hands, held to protect confidentiality!, ffXHMXkm. r? ,u sector exports goods or brings in overseas “V ®“ rhVthe eieater good when op- 

then thelreses being funded out of public “As I write, my name is being put to one “H^dalEmep^^tob^I ^^ S^durirdolisistothecur- ^y ^g^ uofmdnepolfetic 

money would be a lot bigger today. of those ridiculous sweetness and light press was planningsome kind o ' board in return for local currency, and era I edt ?_ iMFshouldhavenottudcwitfl 

Given LCR's abUity » geTTlwoyear releases announcing that Tm on my bike turn ty iaurdung a N^and Me- oey supply an only tn- 

traffic forecast wmng hy a marain of 150 after iust nine months in the job but with dia bid fair the company ^ . rmT if the Mln, <t , t fnreien reserves in- MrS plans. 

per cent some people might be inclined no hard feelings. I’m quoted as saying it even if rd wanted to, rd never have got n crease tf tne country 


Margaret Beckett on 
Dohcv and the like. 

“Not a bit of it In recent months, the “a lot ot W Butthei^ca^^^-— 

— * Frenchman has been more bands an than would k®* en ^$j etoa dlSetoitAshe cannotsufaditUtefiHrCT^Wy p nsjdeill 

A letter &om David Arculus, who resigned ever. Wbenl^tostaebommjn^o ^r^^^i^femtang- “^^ t ^SS*atan®hange 
.K„..,K, .. . hi . f Officer at ^^f^nttsabmdtedoOarcan 

J. (Tia ruaunvm^TC whlHh 


=»5FsSS 3Ssi £= ssk“ sSSSsks 
xsrjsssssa 3 ss=ssk£ sac *--? szzz 

misdirected and as a consequence has to depart ^ or P astuira new ^ i ^ ,e ^^ 3 ^! ^ VEI ^ - • — ' teaiinedo- 
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Transco warns over pace 
of gas competition 


^By Chris Godsmark 

More than 1 milli on homes 
have so far switched from British 
Gas to new suppliers as the do- 
mestic market moves to towards 
full competition, the gas watch- 
dog Ofgas revealed yesterday. 

But as Ofgas released the 
figures, Transco, the pipeline 
network, warned of “critical” 
risks ro Of gas’s accelerated 
timetable to complete the roll- 
outof domestic competition. 

dare Spottiswoode, the in- 
dustry regulator, said the cus- 
tomers numbers were “an 
important milestone,’' with al- 


most one in four homes aban- 
doning British Gas in areas 
where competition has been in- 
troduced. The figures included 
956,800 customers who had al- 
ready switched to alternative in- 
dependent gas companies, 
along with more than 40,000 
others who were waiting for 
Tiansco to process the move. 

The roll-out began with tri- 
als in South-west England in 
Spring 1996 and has spread to 
Awn, Dorset, Kent and Sussex. 
Around a further 2 million 
consumers in Scotland and the 
north-east of England were 
able to choose their gas supplier 


last November. Ofgas said an- 
other 400.000 households had 
signed up with a new supplier 
in the next competitive area, 
which covers 2.8 million homes 
in Greater Manchester and 
North Yorkshire and goes live 
on 27 February. 

However the headline sta- 
tistics hide marked regional 
differences in the willingness of 
customers to abandon British 
Gas. In Scotland and the North- 
east, where just over 400,000 
homes have switched from 
British Gas, rival suppliers were 
surprised by the slower than ex- 
pected switch rate. Thmsco’s in- 


tensified warning about the 
pace of competition reflected 
Ofgas’s decision to open the fi- 
nal two areas of the market over 

a 48 hour period. Choice Mil be 

extended to 3.1 million homes 
stretching from East Anglia to 
Hampshire on 22 May, with the 
final 3.2 million customers in 
Greater London and Surrey 
included on the following day. 
There was originally a four 
week gap between the two re- 
gions in the previous timetable. 

Transco, which is building 
new computer systems to track 
customers, said there remained 
“a high probability that errors 



Watmoughs finds white knight 
and shares soar in value 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


Clare Spottiswoode: 
Welcomes competition 

will occur which will require im- 
mediate action to remedy". 
The pipeline operator said the 
roll-out was also critically de- 
pendent cm new suppliers’ abil- 
ity to cope with demand. 


The battle for control of Wat- 
nioughs took a new twist yes- 
terday as the printing group* 
which has been resisting a 
£1883m hostile offer from Ca- 
nadian rival Quebecor, an- 
nounced that it was in talks with 

a potential white knight 

Shares in Mfetrnoughs surged 
46 Sp to 320p as the company 
announced that it was in talks 
with an unnamed bidder which 
could make a cash of&frTOf 
“substantially” more tban 3 p 0 p 
per share. Quebeicor's offer 
stands at 257p. 

The identity of the bidder re- 
mains a mystery. Analysts sug- 


gested that American printers 
RR Donnelley & Sons and 
World Color were the most like- 
ly candidates. Roto Smeets de 
Boer, a Dutch firm, was- also 
linked with Watmoughs but 
denied that it had made an of- 
fer. 

Quebecor pointed out that 
its bid was still awaiting regu- 
latory clearance and that it 
would “ clarify its position” once 

the Office of Fair 'Hading and 

Department of Hade and In- 
dustry had ruledon the bid An- 
alysts have long argued that 
Quebecor would have to raise 
its bid in order to win ap- 
proval. However, many 
thought that an offer around 


T90p a share would be enough 
Jowin the contest Whtmoughs’ 
share price has traded above 
257p - the level of Quebecor s 
offer - ever since the bid was 
first announced. 

The arrival of a white knight 
surprised many observers. Wat- 
moughs has consistently ar- 
gued that it would be best 
placed to realise value for 
shareholders if it remained as 
an independent company. 

But few shareholders be- 
lieved that the management 
t fnm was strong enough to re- 
place chief executive Patrick 
Whlker, who came bade into the 
job from semi-retirement last 
year, when he steps down. 


Spring time in Paris 
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Spring fc nearly here, and what better way to shake 
iff the winter blues than a trip to Pans. Whether 
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imply take your time and relax. Pans is the perfect 
iestination. With our special Springtime in Pans 
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rou rather be in Paris. 
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Fa xminder 

Think of it 

as voicemail 

for faxes. 


“™e°?or.017072224Mq^ 
The Independent /Emostar 


w?Sde a late morning 
/early afternoon return asone of your 


TIMES OF TRAVEL 

Choose from the following departure 

E ^ 1 London Waterloo lnt.,„aHon^fo 

Paris: 0508*, 0619*. 0723*. 11CT. ™ , 

feass-ssssss isst* 


accommodation 

P; 5 working days in ad- Campanile Montpanra^’ 

ehne at east 5 wo & travel * — . -h nn avenue du Mam* 

p of die requested Jteot eiineis 

*> P e "^;.^rre^t,a£10 



3yS--S«£= 

: and tickets “ . if your 

, days poor “S^days.Dri- 

irared3tC1S r,™ta^uTrnake 

e Europe wtUeontacty^ 



^'“"^n etUteaec when you 
“rS^confirmed your payment HotelRoiRene 


Gaieties Lafayette 
historic Marais Quarter 

d-toBcwith- 


Close to lie EtoUe and Parc Monceau 
Hotel Peyris*** 

Ideally located in the heart of the opera area 

TheTHanon Rive Gauche***deluxe 
Prime location next to the Jardin du Lux- 
f.m bourg ( from £105 pp) 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

ad bookings are subject to availability. AD trav- 

damsl t« completed by 30O4/9R Theoff^ isavafl- 

able to readere aged 18 years or over. Vbu wiD 
remare a valid EC passport and any necesmy m 
■n^tsforBiroslmtiamserrieesareissoedSDO- 
iectiodbeconditioossetoutinEiiiostHr’aCootfi- 

mos of carnage, copies of which are available on 
request. Readeissbonld be aware that no changes 
or ameoctaents are pciminai with this offer. U»t 
or stDten tickMsare strictly n£m refondablE. De- 
paxturefretam^ times are ^jproximateandsulqect 
(oebanae. Euroslnr check in doses 20mintuesbe- 
fete departure, TWsoflCTCami«becaa*ii»ds*h 
aiw other offta:.^ -This offer b valid for a mmimnm 
of two adults sharing a roam. Paris tourist to is 
approx. AT per day. Al all times cbo± your bdt- 
c js ^nd acccmmodation voudier carefully, in ao- 

conJaaxwtotheJ^^Ti^Pad^HoG^ys 

Tours ranihttaM (19921 DnvdineEu- 
Ltd operate a CHeots’Dnstoacocjunt where- 
by afltntHi^P^ 10 them by dients win be held 
in a separate bank accocol nmfl the contract has 
been fully performed Le. the return dale as coo- 
Ermed by EWvefine has passed. 


Fa xminder is like a homing device for retrieve your faxes. Its never engaged 
fexes. A single number is assigned to And because you only collect them at the 


you, not to any particular fax machine. 
Then, wherever you are in the world - 
day or night - any fax sent to that number 
will be stored for you. 

And when you're ready to read them, 
you just go to the nearest fax machine 
and key in your number. If s confidential, 
because you’re the only one who can 


precise moment you want them, delivery 
is assured. 

Quite simply, wherever you can find a 
fax machine, your faxes can find you. 


Freefone 0800 800855 
free two month trial 

iviv u ■ . fax)} : i ~ dor. b i . c om 
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Brokers may be 
bargain buy 


Britain's insurance broking sector has 
been a dire performer in recent years. 
Since 1993, it has underperformed the 
market by almost 60 per cent due to faDh£ 
commissions and intense competition. 
WBIis CocrOon and Sedgwick, the only 
two brokers of any sze left in the UR, 
have bom the brunt of the industry tur- 
moil The sector has increaan^y suffered 
from a growing trend among multina- 
tional corporations to cut out the mid- 
dle man. 

Many companies have now grown to 
such a size that using an insurance com- 
pany to cover a business risk is becom- 
ing increasingly impractical They are 
instead setting up their own, captive in- 
surance companies to cover day-to-day 
risks. 

Bigger risks such as earthquakes or 
floods are Sill put out to reinsurers. But 
more often than not, companies* are 
bypassing brokers to deal with the hand- 
ful of reinsurers who take on these kind 
of risks. 

This logic has taken a particularly 
strong hold in the US, where brokers stKfa 
3S Wiffis Cbrrooa deri%r half fbetr axxxnt. 
The trend has led to downward pressure 
on premium rates, rediKnng commission 
income for brokers. That has inevitably 
lead to the consolidation of the industry. 
One by one, the brokers have been elim- 
inated. Now there are just four, the two 
British firms and their giant US rivals. 
Marsh & MacLennan and Aon. 

That consolidation seems to have 
paused for now. John Reeve, Wfllfc Cor- 
roon’s executive .chairman, has stub- 
bornly resisted pressure to merge with 
Sedgwick, and hostile takeovers are dif- 
ficult in what is seen as a people business. 

Against this turbulent background yes- 
terday’s foil year results from Wilis 
pleased the market with profits coming 
in comfortably ahead of expectations at 
£95-5m (£91 .6m). 

WQIb has chosen a different course to 
Sedgwick, which has looked to win more 
fees rather than commission-based work, 
3s evidenced by its acquisition of Noble 
Lowndes. Instead it has been able to in- 
crease commissions by using a system 
whereby the insurer agrees to pay high- 
er commission in return for receiving a 
greater volume of profitable business. 

Willis has also managed to boost US 
business with companies over there look- 
ing to spread business amon^t the bro- 
kers still left in the business. 

Analysts have peodfled in earnings of 
£105m for the current year, putting the 
shares on a prospective p/e ratio of 9. The 


Willis Comon: At a glance 

Martel wtoe: £57im, share price 135p (+4p) 


Five-year record 
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snJt is that brokers are now forecast- 
ing that the dividend will grow by at 
least 12 per cent this year and next 
So what to do with the shares? In 
the grand scheme of things, yester- 
day’s 10-25p fall to 41 Up is proba- 
bly a bit of an overreaction. If you 
have to hold an oil stock. Shell is prob- 
ably the most attractive: it’s less ex- 
posed to the ofl sector thaq its peers 
and has the benefit of more restruc- 
turing to come. But, as always, change 
is going to be slow. 


Cable swap 
boosts shares 


broking market will remain tough. That 
said the shares are now sitting at such a 
large discount to the stock market they 
are beginning to look attractive. If trad- 
ing gets much worse it can only height- 
en takeover speculation. 


Shell big enough 
to brave storm 


For a company of Shell's size, one bad 
quarter barely rates as a blip. Still, yes- 
terdays full-year results, which 
showed pre-tax profits falling by 36 per 
cent to £1.8bn in the fourth quarter, 
making a 14 per cent fall to £93bn in 
the full year, served as a useful re- 
minder that the Anglo-Dutch oil gi- 
ant is proving even harder to turn 
around than one of its supertankers. 
For all the restructuring that has 
been taking place in the past twelve 
months, nothing could shield Shell 
from the combined effects of the 


falling oQ price, the strong pound, and 
the crisis in Asia. 

The gloom spread virtually across 
all of Shell's main businesses. Explo- 
ration and production earnings fell be- 
cause of the lower oil price and 
warmer weather, while downstream 
profits were hit by restructuring 
charges. Chemicals suffered from the 
strength of sterling and lower margins 
in certain product areas. 

The figure that worried investors 
most, however, was the drop in Shell’s 
return on capital employed to from 
13.3 per cent to 11.4 per cent in the 
final quarter. Shell aims to get returns 
up to 15 per cent by 2001 and 13 per 
cent by the end of this year. But if the 
oD price does not improve, no amount 
of frantic cost-cutting will allow it to 
achieve that. 

In fact, the only spot of light was 
the company's decision to raise the div- 
idends paid by Shell Transport & Trad- 
ing, its UK parent, to Teflect the loss 
of the associated tax credit The re- 


The slump in the European cable mar- 
ket has produced a shocking share price 
performance at BICC and Delta. So yes- 
terday's deal to swap cable operations 
looks an eminently sensible move. 

Delta appears to have got the best 
out of the deal in the short term. It gets 
a £5m cash payment and cements its 
position, in the building and construc- 
tion market. More importantly by 
chopping costs and focusing tbe busi- 
ness, it becomes more saleable. Jon 
Scott-Maxwett, Delta’s chief executive, 
has made no secret of the fact that the 
group’s future does not lie in cables as 
it cannot hope to compete with tbe 
largest players on a European stage. 
This deal can only bring forward the 
division's disposal. So it is easy to see 
why Delta's shares jumped 18p to 
265p on tbe news. 

The response at BICC however, was 
more muted with the shares edging up 
just 0-5p to 140p. Nobody is quite sure 
whether the cables market has reached 
the bottom. If it has, then BICC could 
emerge as tbe real winner from this deal 
but it is a big if .All tbe big cables groups 
have taken huge amounts of capacity 
out of the market, but only time win tefl 
if their actions have been enough to re- 
store profitability. 

The extent of the industry's prob- 
lems have taken even the company by 
surprise. Despite chief executive Alan 
Jones' best efforts, BICC's shares 
have underperformed the market by al- 
most 60 per cent over the last year and 
have fallen from 465_5p in 1994. 

Analysts forecast 1997 profits at 
BICC of around £110m, putting the 
shares on a prospective PE ratio of 15. 
The cable swap should help 1998 prof- 
its to rise to around £135m. Despite the 
share price collapse BICC’s shares still 
don’t look cheap but it probably worth 
bolding on in the hope that the illusive 
recovery is finally round the corner. 


Celcis shares drop 
after profits warning 

.La 


rv 


By Nigel Cope 

Gty Correspondent 


Shares in Celsis International, 
the biotech company founded 

by the scientirt Chris Evans and 
chaired by former England rug- 
by coach Jack Rowell, lost 27 
per cent of their value yester- 
day after the company issued a 
profits warning. Tbe shares 
slumped 19p to a record low of 
5I-5p when the company said 

adverse currency factors and the 
financial turmoil in Asia meant 
current year profits were un- 
likely to meet analysts forecasts 
of £lm-£3m. The shares are now 
barely half the lOQp issue price 
when the group came to tbe 
market in 1993. 

The announcement was 
pounced upon by bear raider Si- 
mon Cawkwell who been selling 
the shares “in the high 70s 
[pence]" tbe previous day. Mr 
Cawkwell, who is known in the 
market as “Evil KmeveT, bought 
some shares back yesterday as 
the price fell sharply. However, 
be said that the company still 
faced difficulties. “It looks to me 
as if they have lost their way.” 

Some analysts questioned 


whether the profits alert would 
lead to management changes- 
But Arthur Holden, Celsis 
chief executive, said no deci- 
sions had been taken. 
company will review the situ- 
ation after the dust has settled 
and take the appropriate ac- 
tion.” Founder Chris Evans is 
a non-executive director of the 



oroup- Separately the comps-. . 

&*•* of Jf ; ■ 

monitoring product 

temSURE, by US 

distributor Becton 

exclusive rights worldwide,-.. 
This has delayed short-term 

products sales for markets out- 

ride the US. But the company y ■ 
said it believed the new 
arrangement would provide a 
more efficient long-term solu- 



: ^ 



Company founder; 
Chris Evans 


t1 °Zn its statement, Celsis 
added that it was “developing 
a number of important new 
product initiatives for exploit- 
ing its proprietaiy technology 
and remains confident about the 
prospects for continued 
growth." 

Celsis makes hygiene mon- 
itoring kits which detect cont- 
amination in food. 

In October, the company 

raised £3.7m throughthe plac- - 

ing of new shares at 95p. The^ A 

cash was raised to help fond tbe iT 

£4_4m purchase of Scientific As- 
sociates, a contract testing cen- 
tre in the US. 

Celsis shares reached a peak 
of 1415pm 1995. .; 


Waterstone’s founder returns as figurehead 


By Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Tbe sale of (he Waterstone's 
bookselling chain to EMI and 
Tim Waterstone is expected to 
be announced in two weeks with 
a price tag of arouad £3Q0m. 
EMI's due diligence is now in 
its final stages and the deal with 
WH Smith should be complet- 
ed next month. 

It is thought that Mr Water- 
stone’s Daisy & Tom children's 
stores will be included in the 
new company, though at a 
greatly reduced valuation. 

The two Daisy & Tom stores 
are expected to be valued at just 
£2m-£3m. This is a fraction of 
tbe £30m price tag which WH 
Smith claimed Mr Wfeteistone 
was attaching to tbe chain when 
he made his audacious £lbn of- 
fer for the WH Smith group last 


autumn. 

Daisy & Tom will be 
grouped together with Water- 
stone's and EMTs Dillons book 
stores and its HMV music 
chain. Some Dillons stores will 
be converted to the Water- 
stone’s formal No derision has 
been made on further conver- 
sions but is expected that the 
Dillons name will survive in 
some form. 

Tim Waterstone will be 
chairman of the new company 
but will not have a major oper- 
ational role. The books business 
will be run by Alan Giles, Wa- 
terstone’s chief executive, with 
HMV run by Stuart McAllister, 
its existing managing director. 

Mr Voters tone will emerge 
from the deal with an equity 
stake in the new business as he 
is investing several milfions. 
However, the main sharehold- 


ers will be EMI and Advent In- 
ternational the US venture 
capital group that is backing Mr 
Whterstone. 

The plan is to de-meige the 
business into a seperately quot- 
ed company. EM2 is thought to 
favour an early exit though it is 
not clear if Mr Waterstone will 
have a longer term role W ■, 

The Waterstone’s deal*' 7 
would lead to talks : Starting 
once more between W0 Smith 
and Virgin over the.iVirgm- 
Our Price music business. 

Virgin, which owns 25 per 
cent of the company, is inter- 
ested in acquiring Smith’s 75 per 
cent stake. It is understood 
that Smith’s chief executive, 
Richard HandoverTdid not 
want to start negotiations until 
the Watersto'he’s deal was com- 
pleted. A value of around 
£135m is anticipated^. 




THE INDEPENDENT 
INDEPENDENT 


£10 Conran lunch 


The Snriepemfent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
six of Londons top restaurants throughout February for £IC 


Until Saturday February 28th, the following establishments are offering readers a 
two course lunch or early evening supper for just £10 per person. 


How to Book 


To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

all bookings are subject to availability. 


A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 



BLUEBIRD 


M0ZZO 




QUACHNO'S 


ZINC 

BAR«GRILL 



The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants: 


Bluebird 350 Kang's Road. London. SW3 5UU 
0171 559 1000 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 


Blue Print Caf6 The Desigi Museum. 28 Shad Thames, London, SE 1 
2YE 

0171 378 7031 

Lunch 1 2noon- 3pm, early evening supper 6(xn -7pm* 


Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames. London, SEi 2YE 
0171 403 8403 

Lunch llnoon - 3pm, eariy evening supper 6pm -7pm 


Blue Print Cafe 


1 


THE INDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT 


Mezzo 100 War dour Street London, WIV 3LE 
01713144000 

Lunch I2noon-3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 
dosed Saturday lunchtime. Open Sunday 1 2pm - 4pm 


* VWW between Saturday February 7* and Friday February Bri j Quggljnos (6 Bury Street St James's. Loncfon. SWIY6AL 

I ! 0171930 6767 

— . — j Lunch 1 2rte>on - 3 pm. early evening supper 5.30pm - 6.30pm 


fShme~ 


Address. 




Zinc BarS Grill 21 Heddon Street London. W I R 7LF 
0171 255 8899 

The special 3 course menu is available between J2ncon and 7pm 
between Monday and Wednesday the offer is extended until 1 1 pm* 


The offer is avaitebte 7 days a week at all six restaurants 
• Cosed 6wn 6pm on Sirtfay OSernot awafcbleater 6pm on February 14 


FTSE to get 15-second 
update after 23 February 


The FTSE 100 Index of leading shares will be calculated every 
15 seconds from February 23. FTSE International, said yes- 
terday. At present the index is calculated every minute. 

FTSE International said it meant the index would reflect 
market movements faster and enable increased visibility for 
investors following the UK market 

Meanwhile, the options market LLFFE said it would in- 
troduce an electronic trading system for equity derivatives 
on individual stocks on 30 November. The new system, called 
LIFFE CONNECT wfll allow investors to trade derivatives 
on electronic screens, using a system that matches buy and 
sell orders. 


Government pension cut 


More than 800,000 people will see the government's contri- 
bution to their pension slashed because of a derision by the 
DSS, a survey revealed yesterday. 

The annual survey by the National Association of Pen- 
sion Funds, which covers 61 1 schemes worth £370bn, revealed 
1 1 per cent of members are in schemes which face a cut in 
rebates paid to pension schemes by tbe DSS. Tbe decision, 
which takes effect in April next year, has the same effect as 
cutting the pay of those employees by 0.9 per ccdL 


Phone firm sales surge 


Colt Tfelecora, the fast expanding group building business 
phones networks in European cities, yesterday revealed a 
J33 per cent surge in sales last year to £81 -5m. Paul Chisholm. 
Colt’s chief executive, said the company was on course to 
double the number of cities covered by the ead of this year 
from six to twelve, including Zurich and Brussels. Colt’s loss- 
es rose from £1 1.2m to £32_5m. Colt shares, which have dou- 
bled since a secondary issue last November, rose by 25p to 
£10.55. 


‘Don’t tax parking 9 call 


Retailers urged the Chancellor not to introduce a tax on car 
park spaces in next month's Budget. In its pre-Budget sub- 
mission the British Retail Consortium said this would tax shop- 
pers and raise inflation without reducing car use. Il also urged 
that any new revenues from environmental taxes should be 
ring-fenced for spending on improved transport. 

The BRC added that the minimum wage would increase 
the average weekly shopping bill by 3p or less than 0.1 per 
cent if it were set at £3.50. It urged the level should be based 
on total pay. including commissions and pension contribu- 
tions, not just the hourly wage. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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Oxford scientists in the money 
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Two Oxford scientists oould 
make a paper profit of £500,000 
when the science group they 
founded comes to the stock 
market. 

Oxford GlycoSciences was 
founded 10 years ago by Ray- 
mond Dwek and Raj Parekh, in 
collaboration with Oxford Uni- 
versity. The university also 
stands to make a healthy prof- 
it from the flotation. 

The group specialises in pro- 
ducing technology used by drug 
companies to help identify pro- 


teins that cause diseases. The" 
group has recenlfyjsgped M/ 
deal with Incyte to develop 
databases for the world's 
biggest pharmaceutical com- 
panies. The group is also car- 
rying out dinicaJ studies on 
two liver cancer treatments. 

. Oxford GlycoSciences is 
looking to raise £25m-£30m 
which will value the group at be- 
tween £75m and £lU0m. It has 
already raised £30m from equity 
backers, such as Whrburg Fin- 
als and The Wellcome Trust. 


t -• j-. 


Takeover of 


press group is 
blocked 


Tbe Government yesterday 
blocked the £52m takeover of 
Home Counties Newspaper 
Holdings, the regional newspa- 
per publisher, by Johnston Press. 

Nigel Griffiths, consumer 
affairs minister, said he decid- 
ed Dot to give his consent with- 
out requiring a report from 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission (MMC). 

He said the 500p-per-sbare 
buyout announced in December 
would give rise to a “significant 
increase in concentration of 
the ownership of regional and 
local newspapers in the coun- 
ties of Bedfordshire, Bucking- 
hamshire and Hertfordshire. 

“Tbe proposed transfer 
would mean that Johnston would 
be likely to have over half of the 
market for such newspapers in 
those counties, and a consider- 
ably higher share in some local- 
ities. I have competition concerns 
relating to the consequences for 
newspaper advertising rates in 

these areas," he said. 

Mr Griffiths said the parties 
had made it clear in their ap- 
plication that they were not pre- 
pared to undergo an MMC 
inquiry. “If they wish to make 
another application which is not 
dependent on my giving consent 
withoui an MMC inquiry, they 
arc free to do so." he added. 

Johnston said in December 
it had acceptances for its offer 
representing 53.7 per cent 
oi Home Counties' share 
capitaL 
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IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE r. 

No. 006157 of 1997 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 

* — -J 

IN TBE MATTERjif 
ELEMENTIS FLC 
(formerly Harrisons' & 
CrosBeU pk}X' 


1, 


and 


IN THE MATTER of 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a Petition was ■ _ on 
2S(h January 1998 presented to 
Her Majesty's High Court of 
Justice for (a) tile sanctioning of a 
Scheme of Arrangement and (b) 
the confirmation of the reduction 
of tbe capital of tbe above-named 
Company from £200.000.000 to 

no less than £16,906,445. - 


and notice is farther 


GTVEN that the said Petition is 
dim**! to be heart bcTpre tbe 
Judge of the Companies Grant at 
the Royal Courts of Justice, 
Strand. London WC2 on Monday 
23rd February- 1998. : - • 

Any Creditor or Shareholder 
of the said Company dw^i-mg k> 
oppose the malting of an Order 
for the confirmation of jfio said 


at tbe tune of ibe h earing in 
P«»on or by Counsellor dm 
purpose. 


A copy of the said^petltkm 
will be famished to any such 
poson requiring die s&n&by the 
undermentioned Solicitors • on 

payment of the regulated charges 
for the same. ' ... 


Dated the 13lh day of R&uaty 
1998 


STEPHENSON HARWOOD 
One. St Psnl‘8 Churchyard London 
EC4M 8 SH jRgft 700232 1 
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Allied eschews deals in favour of go-it-alone 


MARKET report 

^ntehon to anaiysls. appeared 

J downplay the possibility of 
with other spirit groups in 
of a gt>it-alone po&y. 
Tile stock market had ex- 
P “W the drinks group to 
™rge a link, perhaps even in- 
n r ncv v aulge m a merger, with anoih- 

P ERE K PAI N “ dnnk ^ operation following 



“ vwgCTI UUUUgll 

“ e g«togelher of (kand Met- 
ropolitan and G uinness . 

Allied’s shares fell 2lp to 
533p; at one time they were off 
35p. 

Since Diageo appeared 
there has been a succession of 
stories that Allied to counter 
such a powerful opponent, 
would link with the likes of Sea- 
gram of Canada or Pernod Ri- 
card of France, 

But in a 110-page circular 
Allied in effect, poured out its 
heart, giving a detailed finan- 
cial break down which indi- 
cated it was doing well and did 
not need any outside help. 

Even before Diageo ap- 
peared the stock market had 


taken the view that Allied's best 
course was a straight forward 
demerger, leaving stand alone 
retail and spirit operations. 

But Allied came out against 
a split and has appeared re- 
luctant to change its shape al- 
though it could be a casualty of 
Diageo’s marketing muscle. 

It is thought to be keen to 
buy Diageo's Dewar’s Scotch 
whisky brand which is being 
sold at the insistence of regu- 
lators. Diageo, however, has 
not won unanimous analytical 
acclaim, with Greig Middleton 
saying selL 

The rest of the stock mar- 
ket looked rather tired with 
some prepared to snatch prof- 
its generated in the recent 
surge. A dull New York open- 
ing and the reappearance of in- 
terest rate worries exacerbated 
the subdued mood. 

Telecoms remained splen- 
didly aloof. Orange led blue 
chips, going to yet another 
peak with a 16p gain to 361p 
and Vodafone was another in 
record-breaking mode with a 


20p gain to 540p (afler 560p). 
BT added 4 Jp to 574p follow- 
ing bener-than-apcctcd figures 
but Cable & Wireless gave up 
1 9p to 623p after BTs Sir Pfe- 
tcr Bonfidd said “there are no 
discussion with Cable at the 
moment”. General Cable im- 
proved 7.5p to 106.5p on sug- 
gestions it could merge with 
Tblewest Communications, up 
lp at 80.5p. 

Energy firmed to 775-5p. 
PadfiCorp, the US utility, has 
offered 765p but it is widely be- 
lieved that Texas Utilities could 
mount a counter bid and, ac- 
cording to at least one invest- 
ment house, is prepared to go 
to800p. 

Oils were ruffled by the 
Shell performance with British 
Petroleum off 13p at 784p and 
Shell 1225p at 409.5p. 

Renters, following the Hen- 
derson Crostftwaite investment 
dinner, rose lip to 590p and 
Rank, the leisure group, with- 
stood hefty overseas sales at 
300p to end jusL a shade easi- 
er at 309p. Chelsea Village fell 


7p to 91 ,5p on the surprise de- 
parture of manager Ruud Gul- 
lit: Hay & Roberston. 
producing Ruud sportswear, 
lost il.5p to 158Jp. 

Computer shares were a lit- 
tle firmer after Wednesday’s 
shake out JBA, which started 
the retreat with a profit warn- 
ing, recovered 175p to 807 Jp 

Share spotlight 

share pries, pence 

550 


Vodafone 



helped along by Merrill Lynch 
support Micro Focus rose 60p 

to 1992Jp after announcing a 

five-for-one share split Re- 
bus. the computer group split 
from CE Heath, finned to 
104p on bid talk. 

Jarvis, the construction 
group which has been trans- 
formed by its rail mainte- 
nance expansion, crossed 
500p, closing 8p higher at 
505-5p. The Government 
cleared its take over of the 

st line maintenance opera- 
tion. 

Thke over bids continue to 
appear. Spandex, a sign dis- 
tributor, surged 55p to 302-5p 
after disclosing possible bid 
talks; printer Watmoughs 

gained 4&5p to 320p when it 
said a possible counter bidder 
lurked. Qnebecor Printing, a 
Canadian group, has mounted 
a hostile 257p a share offer. E»- 
viromed, a troubled health 

care group, fell 1.5p to 8p 
when it emerged a passable bid- 
der had decided not to reopen 
talks. 


Crisis, the hygiene kits 
group, produced a profit 
warning, leaving the shares 
I9p off at 5L5p and becom- 
ing the latest *scalp of bear 
raider Simon Cawkwell, 

Evil KnieveL . 

ThdpoleTedmriogy gained 

a further 4jp to 2&5p and 
Queens Moat Houses, reflet' 
ingthe Naffest Securities buy 
recommendation, improved 

1.75p to 19p- Dean Corpora- 
tion, a property services grou^ 

finned to 13p, on an upbeat 

trading statement 

Kvrik Save, the discount 
food retailer, shaded 4^p io 
293ip. Them is Irik that Dairy 

Yarn of Hong Kong is looking 
to unload its near 30 per rent 
interest Somerfield, hnle 
changed at 25Dp, could be 
interested 

Waste Recycling unproved 
18p to 356p, a peak. Stock- 
broker Redmayne Bentley is 
upbeat, forecasting profits of 
£53m for last year and £93m 

this year. TLG brightened d5p 

to 98p on Wissallbid hopes. 


TAKING STOCK. 


Nationwide Security anriec- 
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emerge in a few months. 

Prime People, a 

gnmp^wePSDtaso-^30 

percent interest, rose 2p to9p 
« rumoured bid action. It a 
expected to produce P roC “° f 
£400,000 for last year, op &om 
£126,000. PSD, fir®" at 
was described as “oflfering good 
value” by KiOit-It is big m IT 

recrmtmernandshoridfa^ 

Bt from the shortage or n 
personnel. 
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Travel boom leads British Airways 
to hire hundreds of extra pilots 



Flying high: John Stent, MD of Stansted Airport, where passenger numbers rose by 17. 1 % 


By Chris GodsmarV 

Business Correspondent 


British Airways yesterday an- 
nounced the biggest pilot re- 
cruitment drive in its history, 
with plans to take on almost 
2^500 new flight crew. The 
news is part of a campaign by 
BA to take on 15.000 staff 
over the next years. 

The mu^s came as the boom 
in charter airline traffic helped 
passenger numbers at airports 
operator BAA, owner of 
Heathrow and Gafwick, to soar 
above 7 miliion in January for 
the first time. 

The recruitment campaign 
by BA puts new emphasis on at- 
tempts to attract female pilots 
and trainees to its cadet 
scheme. BA is planning to ex- 
pand from 3300 pilots to 4,000 
by 2008, but said it also need- 
ed to replace 1300 pilots who 
were due to retire in the next 
ten years. It means that between 
200 and 300 new pilots will be 
taken on each year for the 
foreseeable future. 

The carrier expects a huge 
□umber of applications to join 
the cadet scheme, though only 
around one candidate in 100 
will be successful The last time 
BA advertised the scheme it re- 
ceived 30,000 replies. Each 
cadet is sponsored through an 
18-month training programme, 
costing BA £100,000. 

In a separate development, 
a senior BA official expressed 
confidence that, the alliance 


with American Airlines would 
win EU regulatory clearance, 
saying the two sides bad come 
closer to an agreement. “The 
gap is narrowing, yes, but it still 
has got some way to go.” said 
Christopher Allen, head of 
competition and industry affairs, 
following reports the European 
Commission said h will delay its 
ruling until at least March. 

He stressed that there was 


a limit to how many take-off 
and landing slots the two car- 
riers could afford to surrender 
in renirn for Commission ap- 
proval of the deaL 

Meanwhile, BAA, the air- 
ports operator, brushed off 
concerns about the slowdown 
in growth elsewhere in the 
economy, with figures showing 
it handled 7.1 million passen- 
gers last month, a rise of 6.9per 


cent on the same period in 
1997. BAA shares jumped by 
13p on the better than expect- 
ed figures, to 532p. 

Tbe biggest surge was in Eu- 
ropean charter traffic, which 
grew by 14.4 per cent, while 
North Atlantic traffic rose by 
11.4 per cenL. The figures also 
revealed an unexpected recov- 
ery in passenger numbers trav- 
elling to Asia, despite the 


Photograph: Eye Catchers Press 

economic crisis in the region. 

Stansted Airport showed 
the biggest surge in numbers 
last month, as more discount 
opera tore offered services. Pas- 
sengers soared by 17.1 per cent 
to 335,744, on the bade of a 27 
per cent increase In European 
scheduled traffic. BA is using 
Stansted as tbe headquarters 
for its new budget "turn-up- 
and-go" airline, called Go. 


Report reveals growing divergence in EU 


By Katherine Butler 

Brussels 


Europe's captains of industry 
yesterday warned of serious 
economic divergence in the 
EU just months before the 
launch of European economic 
and monetary union. 

In a damning report the Eu- 
ropean employers federation 
UNICE blamed obstacles to 
hiring and firing, bloated pub- 
lic services, and the inflexibili- 


ty of labour markets for drag- 
ging down Europe's global 
competitiveness. Britain, Ire- 
land and The Netherlands are 
at die competitive edge because 
they - unlike Germany, France 
and most other EU economies 
- have restructured to meet the 
challenges of the global mar- 
ketplace, the report claimed. 

The UNICE report high- 
lighted the sharp divergence 
across Europe which could un- 
dermine the single currency. 


Industry in Germany and 
Belgium for example is bur- 
dened by the highest labour 
costs in the world - more than 
$30 (£18) an hour - compared 
to around $15 an hour in 
Britain or Ireland. Social se- 
curity payments, payroll taxes, 
side leave and other benefits ac- 
count for 93 per cent of wage 
costs m manufacturing in 
France but only 40 per cent in 
Britain and Ireland. 

Only Britain, Ireland, Spain 


and Portugal have an average ra- 
tio of taxes and social security 
contributions below the OECD 
average of 38 per cent of GDP 
Total taxes and social security 
charges for an average worker 
amount to 57 per cent of total 
labour costs in tlx; EU compared 
to 37 per cent in the US and 33 
percent in Japan. An arerage in- 
dustrial worker in Belgium, 
where the marginal tax wedge is 
highest has to work until the end 
of August each year just to pay 


off taxes and social charges 
whereas a Japanese worker 
reaches a “tax free day" by ApriL 
UNICE also dismisses the 
“fallacy" that reduced working 
hours can trim unemployment 
by highlighting the German 
case: unemployment has 
reached its highest levels since 
before the war but German 
workers have the lowest annu- 
al working hours in Europe. 
British workers have the 
longest hours in the EU. 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 



The Celebrated Group, the AIM-quoted 
company which operates the fledgling Chilli’s 
Mexican restaurant chain, ha s undergone a 
boardroom shake-up since buying out the 
American founders of tbe brand. Blinker's, last 
November. 

Yesterday H Michael Bush, 43, an American 
who is currently non-executive president of the 
Domino Pizza Group, took over the role of chief 
executive of Celebrated from Geoffrey Ureter, 
who in turn becomes chairman. Bob Uttiedale 
was acting as chairman of Celebrated while tbe 
acquisition from Blinker’s was being negotiat- 
ed, and he remains on tbe board as anon-exec. 

Mr Bush also takes over the financial direc- 
tor role from Mrs Pat Moody, who resigns from 
the Board. A new financial drrectorwiD be hired 
in due course, according to the company. 

Celebrated currently has two ChfllTs restau- 
rants, in Cambridge and Canary Wharf, Lon- 
don, and has just started on a new branch in 
Basildon, Essex. It plans to roll out the restau- 
rant chain in the South-east and the rest of the 
country. The Directors were given an added in- 
centive to make the kfcawodc yesterday by grant- 
ing themselves a shipload of options. Mr Bush 
for instan ce , has been granted 1 milli on shares 
at I Ip. and a further 13m at 133p. 

Celebrated’s shares rose 0.75p to 10.75p 
yesterday. Pass the tequila. 

Loss adjustors Pycraft & Arnold have told me 
of an appalling case of a pub regular being put 
off his favourite drink- Guinness -by accidentally 
swallowing a fly along with tbe black stuff. 
According to the firm, the man, who was drink- 
ing in a pub in Dublin, went on to finish the pint, 
but lat£r that evening became “nauseous". 

Alan Thomas, manager of fycroft & Arnold’s 
Bristol office, says: “The customer claimed that 
from then on he couldn't face a pint of Guio- 
ness. The only beer he could down was Bud- 
weiser - 30p a pint dearer in his local. 

“He sued the licensee on the grounds that, 
as he drank on average eight pints a session, the 
fly episode was costing him an extra £2.40 a day 
- seven days a week. His daim. therefore, was 
for his annual additional bill of £806.40 - to be 
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^dramatic development 8 

outiles to out their own hands in their pocKets 
Big-DayOnly 

hantwo-tfrirdfeofweddn^wreben^p^dica- 

nd their fiancee would be using 

dgs, with 11 per cent and 10 per cent men 
toning personal loans and credit cards 
espectively, as other posriblepayxnentm^h- 
ids. As a further sign of the times. 7 P". 0 * 1 * 
aid they would pay for the wedding using a. 
luilding society windfall. 

ton Livingstone MP was at it again at a Oty 
iroperty awards dinner on Wednesday mght, 
*en he told 498 top property people that it he 
/ere elected Lord Mayor of London, “ I would 
mt up your taxes, but you can afford it- 
The plutocrats loved it- Red Ken also “treat' 
ned to take back London's County Hall: 
Would you keep an asset - and then selL just 
s the market reached the bottom, for millions 
»ss than it had been worth at the top?" 

The gathered wheeler dealers murmured in 
greement Later Ken had to excuse an early 
irit to tbe House of Commons, to vote in a “tm- 
or rebellion" over newspaper charges. 

..i, rj rtwiiptrthpfhsffi 


Are you about to fly off to New 'ifork on bus- 
ness? Ftop over to Brussels to do a spot of lob- 
bying? Or perhaps you’ve just returned from the 
annual ski-fest in Davos? 

Chances are that at least once in a while it 
will have flickered through your mind, as the air- 
plane engines rev, “What if the plane crashes? 
What if this is tbe one?" 

Well. Company Baidaycard reckon that al- 
most one in ten of business travellers have a fear 
of flying. Some 12 per cent of this group admit 
such fears have prevented them from travelling 
on business. 

The Bardaycard study also showed that 16 
per cent of female respondents admitted to a 
fear of flying, against only 7 per cent of men. 
On the other hand, over a quarter of males ad- 
mined that a fear of flying had once stopped them 

from travelling on business, against only 6 per 
cent of the females. 

Pah. what nonsense. Hang on a minute, is 
the wing supposed to be vibrating like that ... 
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COSO C7O0 156 
57780 60630 IS* 
Sit *0 85*20 U* 

17730 0930 30 

53400 5AU0 195 
1*280 E20Q USX 
030 0aa> 129 
42&50 46590 023 
63*20 STUD 025 


Raid 


Buy YTq 


Nmnen Food Mnusors Ltd 
tocemnt; hfammfan Qii BenonWMto 


Amor Oomh Acc 
AmefO’omhne 
BHage 
COlAiZ 
Com Inc 

Dmeuu 
Europoan 
Fctmuaon 
tkOnBi ACC 
Growth Inc 

H^wtoe acc 
►V*Kaw 
MSTiViaUBand 
knee 

Wa rnannJ Bang 

totkMIl 

Japan 

ktor» 9 MAee 
Uteeqedvt 
Dmw 
□mmol tec 


7083 7535 000 

7028 TUB 000 
S22B 0099 221 
736? 7383 8G6 

507® SOT6 C66 
OX?> WS99 I7g 

6393 8028 000 

eQK 1 14X80 09* 
W7H5 satt 093 
17BH7 9028 0S3 

5732 6007 JH7 

*«1 4809 307 

0030 0*80 72W 

38931 33283 2jfi* 

0567 Mi<7 4j0 
*5S? 4803 0 DO 

3*96 2655 Q00 

28297 30103 Q9SX 

27820 29362 nqror 

rttJS C145 US 
WJ31 C708 on 


ICenr, ftt* 4JF 


Sol 

Buy 

to 

Fund 

Sto 

Bu* 

% 

T2&40 

12040 

OO*'! 

Extra kuAH 

38960 

*1*00 

307 

naso 

*20 

l?1t 

ExfrabtAee 

traon 

1*500 

307 

re no 

ISM 

121A 

FT9E SO 

17250 

•8*00 

IBS 

MriBpri Ltd 

Bthvn 

FTSE SO Acc 
daman Qro»e< 
OwitonOemArx 

*430 

*180 

fiOEO 

8600 

«1*0 

20050 

IBS 

000 

QOQ 


Northern *odr Unit Thno Led 
BuIrnenHome, Regent Centre Gefterth 

?s«r^r NE33NC; 

ri^iexxm*) 56BD 633 H®r 

UK Growth UQ40 «4go j vp, 

P ro de n t W Unit Trmts Ltd ^ 

Eomt. 1C I 204. 
BuDm 0145 13S»S 
CSoTcOragnt 0X5835500 
C3th nOBS 0137 t*0* 


Catoi Hem Acc 
Dertxrtwn acc 
Doroufenkic 
BMty 

Evtyhcnrw 
Eotpean 
Gtobri GtohSi 

HfTl Kona 

MGrownti 

n* SmalCos 
JSWmt 
Mm^d 
Hmguinc 
WiAmancan 
Pacific Wets 
Arnwhc 
3matCas 
9PM4Sb 

WM8 13 

SiWiSr^ iwi 3t * 

Be o fc e ri& m. 0800 TO TTO 

T^lerarawCO* 0800 20000 OOOX 

n5u.rao.-m,. *4**0 vc*ao 618 

6164 8557 Qn 

ta ® «>» ooo 
& nra»ia Maura 3807 *0 £q m 

&rorannGro«fi 33J*o 34a*o S5 


esc rasxi a«a 
W2 18286 448 
QZ89 12X35 44BX 
iwaa 0073 t» 
2888 0680 3JS2X 

375Se *956 049 

*2568 13371 U3X 

TICK m« 431 
3*681 2B469 091 X 

04SB itue an 

OBS3 1414* Qoo 
5208 53S7 185 

«S8 5328 7E 

32541 33877 Qfi* 

8*53 B7S) 103X 
5*5X 

12200 1297*3 140 

M» K49 tea* 
»3». 20548 156X 


EwprSmdeiCQe 

E*WI r*on» 

Far Easton Gwtn 
F«Ea5tn3itC04 
FranctuSecs 
Qc4d a Erawn 

Groetn 
Hflh ncone 
rernarJ Bond 

mi 


X387D 

«« 

4931 

7773 

S3I7 

4^00 


tooan Grower 
topanbmrtBCw 
•touts 

LABI America 

•fcterfirid 

NemerEqueyre 
NraarEcuMtotm 
S E am Growtn 
Mnca 

LK 1 Dwraeas 

IKEOitjrkic 
ItoEgutyGwth 
W&tortyG«Mhc 
iK&naSef Cos 

us Grtwnn jdxsq a 

omu 446844 FKl 4ZO 

T14PO . .. - __ 

“"^ogwunwci khm {fS 

SSSS” 155 «§ S 3 

** (Wfl ooo 


6582 B13Q 000 
7046 7302 *7cnc 

2“ 8085 n« 

*£5, oac 

4«»0 49840 10 

40J7 4205 (max 

58550 58840 13» 
5*04 540* S05X 

BMo mso 4^ 

27870 2H«o ag4 
0WO. 0480 000 
1B90 000 
1931 ring 
5246 007 
78C Q80 
000 

M89 SI 

SUB UJ6 
2*5® 28078 0E5 

3*400 3EES0 Iffix 
*®60 O09Q nan 

S -B S 

3®30 3SS0O ooo 


ftme 

OaDoati ctaome 

Dratottototii nra 

European 

FocoalPund 

OUmaond 

to*wntonfih44 

Rraartwftoiupftrti 

Sanval 

tonnofimana 

TMPm 

tri Ememiaadn 

ff Sg toST 

« Growth 


Sal 

0486 

0OE6 

21*82 

8077 

8203 

msa 

0406 

*457 

0L73 

7835 

0127 

TQ42 

BUB 


Buy to 
(WOi ooo 
Md) OOO 
n*5 ooo 
(Nhn am 
om ooo , 

(MO) ODD 
|M0) 000' 

IMd) DOO 
(Md] OOO 

(Men Qfft 
Mfl am 
(Mai ODD. 
o*d a «, 


Friedtender Onto Mgr. Ltd 

fflSS&Lm S3? 080 awe 

mao mso aoox 

SS-tsap-” ™* “? 

Mnburgh EH1 »»H 

Wg- 6098 088 

5270 SZS9 337 
4748 4732 337 

7593 6007 179 

5655 Sfl 
R7B 8489 6*1 
«20 7*020 Of* 

S58B 5325 SB* 


*P“"4 B4toc 
“rawdAcc 
Prrae r Inctsne 
"raar inc Acc 
M^OfilQinhACB 
f3®8yHgriwtoc 




IS '’'"“"X Nenridi 
gs ag 1 .*? 0539 13533 0 X 


-ssassssaeS 
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•toi*e»Miite 


«9T 


t^u- • ! iwil. - 

Rraanwni o**" 1 ' s ** 1 T ‘‘ * ' 
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Racing 


By Greg Wood 


Holly stakes Champion claim 


GPOlMooksand talent do not 
ahrays go hand in hand. ^ 

framing, has the racing ability 
toimtch trn magn/ficent frame 

J?„v. UIphy ’ s h »* r U 
still in his novice season, yet his 

victory at - Wmcanttm yesterday 

wassuffiaemJvfrti«rw-^. * 



"<777^ ^ ulcoaa sci 
to 16-1 from 20-1 by Corals. 

ftench Holly’s fourth success 

'* bom a® - ™ y outings this sea- 
- "son was hardly a Surprise, yet the 
manner of it promised much for 
both his immediate and long- 


wm future. Many hig honw 

whe„° n ^7 d or 0Pm - b “‘ 

■ .. ocncr Offer, a useful 

wiUi d a?h P, jf r ° n lhu Flau ramu 

“j-SSSSS 

wh ThC * 0nly wony. in fact, came 

Sk^ dlW Thormon ’ his 
g-dismounted as soon as 
l jey had crossed the line, but a 
short while later. French Hol- 
ly received a dean bfll of health. 

* here’s no problems whai- 
S 9 ever » hc ’s fine,” Ferdy Mur- 
phy reported. ‘The vet’s had a 
look at him and he’s perfect. He 

just seemed to rap the last hur- 

^e and jarred himself a biu so 
Andrew dismounted when he 
pulled up ” 


As for the race itself, Mur- 
phy was understandably de- 
lighted. “He was vciy 
impressive, we couldn’t have 
been more pleased with him,” 
the trainer said. “The ground 
was fast enough, but he handled 
it all right, and we’re well 
chuffed with him. We won’t be 
rushed into a decision about his 
rat* al the festival, and basically 
it will depend on the ground. 

“In the year that Collier 
Bay won the Champion Hurdle, 
it was good to firm on the 
Monday, and then by Tuesday 
afternoon it was soft, so we’ll 
wait until nearer the lime. Soft 
ground would inconvenience 
others in the Champion, but it 
will be up to Kicran [Rood, the 
gelding’s owner].” 


At times yesterday, French 
Holly's hurdling betrayed his in- 
experience. but (he Murphy 
was not unduly worried. “I ride 
him all Ibc time and he jumps 
like a buck at home,” he said. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Pet Express 
(Southwell 3.40) 

NB: Course Fishing 
(Southwell 3.10) 

“He’s just inclined to kick one 
out in his races.” 

The obvious alternative for 
French Holly at the Festival 
would be the Royal & SunAl- 
lianoe Novice Hurdle, but in an 
open yeur, the temptation to run 
in the Champion could prove ■ 
difficult to resist. If and when 


cGrath argues Top Cees ’could have and should have won’ 

*n_TD t *■ 


THE High Court jury bearing 
the libel action by trainer Lyn- 
da Ramsden, her husband Jack 
and champion jockey Kieren Fal- 
too's over an allegation of cheat- 
ing was told yesterday that it 
4k would be a sad day if The Sport- 
V ing Life could not comment on 
what it considered a “scandal”. 

Opening the newspaper’s de- 
fence in London, Richard Han- 


't* 


.* 


ley QC, said it was “vital” that 
racing should be conducted hon- 
estly. The Ramsdens, together 
with Fallon, are suing over an 
editorial in the Life in May 
1995, the day after their horse 
Top Cees won the Chester Cup. 

The article said the trio con- 
spired to deceive the racing 
public by deliberately not trying 
(o win the Swaffham Handicap 


at Newmarket three weeks be- 
fore. Publishers MGN deny libel. 

Mr Hartley said the best ev- 
idence would be if he could pro- 
duce someone who could say 
they overheard someone telling 
Mr Fallon not to win at New- 
market. “But we do not have 
that evidence. We wQl invite you 
to draw the inference that such 
instruction was given.” 


Newbury 


1.50 Zafarabad 
2 J 2 Q STOMPIN (nap) 

2.50 Seek the Faith 
3.2Q The Jogger 


HYPERION 

3.50 Lets Be Frank 
4.20 Kedge Anchor Man 

4.50 Elburg 


GOING: Good. ' 

•Lstt-hwtd cocxsq wttfi soft fences, 

PtaS ACCOrr ^f rl ^ 57 or trxS ®' tree eff enctni^ CAf/fWMC 


N WtHtamon «4 (03%). A P McCoy fr «5 tOM > 
•FAVOURITES: W wfog from 361 races (407%t 
BUWKBtED HRST TIME The KTfenny Marvel (320). 


[T.50I l?R4° G ^ N .^ URDLE (CLASS C) £5^00 added 4Y0 
1 1 2m 110yds Penalty Value £4,273 


1 .-11 RAINWATCH (48) (CO) (MsAfeon C FanartJ M Rpa T1 5 APMeCo* 

2 fl ZMARflHAD (13) (D) (Ite Bane Buitt) DMctoscr ns R Johnson 

3 03 GmaAt SEARCH (FR) (14) (Ste Racing Ck±)) p ft Ytetta fl Q ATlwtitai 

4 40 PEVBBL PBfDRAGON (23) [MrsE A Haycock) G itettg T 1 0 BCBfcnl 

5 03 SHttLWC (22) (fonn LlndPart nOThp[7 )) hfesHKn^tlOB... _M AFtogwttd 

BEnttiG: 61 1 Zttuabad, 64 Ranratett, 14-1 Sdfag, 20-1 QotolSaarch, 33-1 Panto Ftexfcagori 
GW Kenw>4fl5CUmelyni61 (N iWom-Daries) 13 wi 
FORM GUIDE 

Ttw features two of thB tat three to tlw betting tor the Triumph Hide ot Cheltertam. 
ZAFARABAD holds Itw cal from tosh chatanger Darapcur wdh Rtormatch ttwd to. Both 
ol today's contenders are unbeaten In two mans and something has to give, the gener- 
ally opinion being that Ratownteti. whose two successes (plus two more on ihe FM) have 
been with plenty of cut to the grand wi be Ihe one that loses out The notable ether- 
ence between the two is hcwwel Zaterabad haa hutfad The ex-Wsh getting - he was 
if) to at least Grot*} Three standard an the Flat - made an eye-cstohinQ start when bea- 
ng Borazon (earlier a three- length runner-up to Ratowatoh to Chepstow) by two and a 
half lengths A Kampton and then wt» ewtounoreanphaticaly at Cheltenham. He. went 
right away up the h4 with an impressive turn at foot. Balactlon: ZAFARABAD 


o' on ALDERMASTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 
~ u \ added 2m If Penalty Value £3,708 

F-6U12 HlffffltCANELAIB’pi) (D) (MraFCWbkh)0Nfchdscn7Tt 7 RTbortooo 

460U4 CLFTDNBEAJ(USA}tllQ(CD)(Br)pBCICttra)PHobfas7it2 RDumnedy 

P4U34 BfTEHUAGiC (8) (D) (J C fts) J Fl» 8 Tl 2 SFtjx 

33-202 MOON 0EVH. (20) {Sr Coin Soutf^ M Cmdon B112 -BPewel 

3343F PENTOSE LAD (NZ)P9(WsCNMlbatoatay) PR Webber B 11 2 AttaMon 

PSD' PHARDAN7FSWAT(ESQ(SECan5tto^) JMcCt>siodiB711 2 SMcNeB 

OiD-4 RBJMM»l(?q(ttaUaieenBtoUBy)MsJPIinn8l12 DLeahy 

-360R4 ROVKT»R(22)(GBuTCl)CPDpham71l2 MrOMcPhaap) 

000-23 STMPtN P0) (P) (Uartin Qajgtaui) l/fcs H KngH 7 Tl 2 JIAFihgareld 

- 9 de cla red - 

BEmNS: M-10 ItoriM lamp, M Stor^n. l M tan lad ®-1 Beto, 10-1 Wernw^c, 

12-1-1 Moon Dawfl, 16-1 Reflcantte;20-l often 
mr SK>m a 8 11 2 P Caterey H-8 tATianW) 3 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

HURRICANE LAMP, a smart hutler last season. Is getting it together over fences and 
irayerentuaSy prow every brt as good as his helttxothai; Martini Lamp Harteane Lamp 
was |*tehed n at the deep end lor his chasing debut and conlfcmed ihe promise of that 
with a cdminOnq deteal of subsequent winner Storm Damage at Lax*** where Cftfton 
Se« (after raporteeSy puang h® toot in a hde six ovi) and totormaglc (no ait whoi 
third and weakeetogi both unseated Ther riders Whle that pair have since shown they 
are tapabie ot winninfl owr fences. Hurricane Uatto Inrprxwed iirtier by spitting Wade 
ftad and Queen Ot Spades n a hot race to Ascot and Is begimUg to look usefel Stompin 
had a good start owerhurdtesagaffist Gale Td to Uicflow before Chnstmas and stepped 
up on that at Kempton where he Just rressed out on second to the consistent Kadastrot 
There was cut n the poind then and Ns best turtles torni has been on a sound sur- 
face He should be good tor place money. Penroee Lad s® held a sight lead when com- 
ng down at the second last m the race won by Potter* Gale at Hatiingdon 15 days ago 
on hg chasing debut That was a promisin g start Selection: F8JRRCAFE LAMP 

lo'cril HAMPSHIRE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 added 

1 I 2m If Penalty Value £4,858 

; <F^1P RANDOM ASSAOIX(NZ)(I8J{T?Bteii*rT Cat) Olfchalsan 9 ec.-JkOMePWtT) 

2 52tW 5^ TVC FAITH (USA) (B2)(D)pHF Matthews) M Shepard 9 tl 6 — .RJohnmi 

3 ^FWd TWMBSlP(2^(D)|T*sHT^GMcCoift-GTI 6 .RDMOOdy 

i <TVP HOUTS PR1D6 (78) (IJ) lA/yttmy PyB-Jeary) C Biocta 8 Tl 2 ..- Oaradter 

5 4H» HSX3BOPPS1 (453) (D) (tend Knoc) CVitefidon T3 V t3 M Wcftatds 

6 -322J4 MOfBTOCKptq (Mre U Fastam) R ttodges 8 D fl AThonsoo 

7 P33X23 ROBWS PRICS (21) (1^ [Weeks Stapte C Pg«n8 tl 2 Gftmwy 

3 43-314 NASHVILLE STAR (USA) (B2) (CO) (Rcbti Rltelh0w7 130 SQaraoV 

9 3rtFJ» RAM0WMSlACtE(55(JCBradbuy) GBantotSUD W Marten H 

-9deeferad- 

aWnumiwtott lOtt IruBtaidfcW)iwlQhB:AI»hi«BSItoflto7l> I Ftefwi0l«racfefet 
STTING: 7-2 Seek The Fate, *-1 Moracck, 9-2 Robtai Mie, 61 Hoijfe PiUM, Raalom AsanA 
7-1 Ttnnfts Up. B-1 Hedgeboppac 12-1 NtwhvSe Star, 20-1 Ftaiing Wnicte 
ysm* nrifly n hsORrtf ffltl-4twtf»angt 7tan 

FORM GUIDE .... 

ROBINS PRIDE is t?to worse oH then when a fortunate vim* from Moratocfcto :vw>; 
canton orrBoong Day. It seems most unftaiy that he can confirm the form on lhoBB 

het^» « ran«ared to Wnranton. made heavy awather ot beating Ftoorts Pnoe mb wer 

a tenatfi^Tw^Sg Thumbs Up, running his best raceof^s^KX 

Tmtfitba I MnratoCk Slid lT)0fll9 thfi flf3l tWO Ofl fflurfl bttUStf ^BfTTlS, Whflfi UUOMt^f 


8 642-06 PEARL DANTE (P27) (Mss SCodtrt) Ms SUira 8n C __l>Cot R Wtofrftjwan (7) 

9 1U22-0 QinErCOMF8S&NCE(PZ7)(MsSKwtey|KKPby8lt 7 MrDAiacsNBntaygj 

-Vdedmd- 

BETRNG: 94 The Joflgsr, 10630 Otoat ConSdsnea. » V»N Soeg, 1« Rot Pregrwa, 1M Pro 
Bono, 161 Belongs Mck, The HpennyMsrval, 25-1 othars 
•97 g fe wamonlAail 122 Wjjtoe5R62(V Partnto) Cran 
FORM GUIDE 

Being e mare and a ncrvwwwi infer FUes. QUIET CO»«DB4CE gats to toe atowances 
and can mate the most of al the weight she gets from Th« Jo^ar and Vltto Song. The 
tront-n sming Quel Confidence carried on from where she had left otf in B96 by mak- 
ing an mpmssne start n a point-to-pdru last yeac She was never qute abto to mtoch 
that farm n hunter chases, dong best when second to ffeors Wbod to Ascto in kterch. 
tiut DomMc Aiers-Hankey taking over Iran a novice rider should make a* the {Sfference 
and the mare had a nice pipe-opener between the flags tasi month The Jogger comes 
from a top yard and (he o^aar-oto keeps fks term wei Ha had Ffeors Mbod way back 
to third when wmtog a hunter chase to KBnpton lest February and has already run well 
to a hrt port-to-pemt the season. The concession at 169) (lnckxfrig riders' allowances) 
is the etumbhig Koch, however. The consistent VHhI Song won at Ihe Chehanham huiter 
meettog Iasi season and is the moat fcay attomalva uNess tormer namficapper Rato 
Pr ogr e ss ftods fete easier in hunter chases. Selection: QUET COFD91CE 

|o trn [ EASTLEIGH HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B1 £7500 
added 2m 5f Penalty Value £4.945 

1 MFFS ilUUJGAN (8) {Lady Hams) D Mdrtoi B tl g RJtfuwoi 

2 21-SOD COUFBAfln.(63) (D) (AdndQrecn FteFtentagg UPpa611 B APUcCoyB 

3 tn-D STDflMVBURWEATHSI (69) (C) (D) |Us C Hartwy) N Hendascn 9 Tl 4.H A Htmeafel 

4 2PF4P GAMHD(FR)(ra (lady UoydUfebben C Bools B tl 2 GBredsy 

5 3BFF4 BLAST FREEZE (U) (BF) (Honeer teW-’teddTienl) NHendEnon 9 gg...ROuraoody 

6 2-GPn LETS BE HIANK (13) (D) (Us M U Stated} N Dance 7 D 11 MrSDiatok^) 

7 s-1 PE VTtAMAN pi) (D) {Laridal tel HtvCsrtassuo Vltaotos) MsJPrSnanSBO— DLatey 

-7dedtoed- 

iDnbntrf twprtr rest Turn handicap m*gfr Vianvr 9B 13b. 

BETTING: 2-tSto(Tii y t*» o«tec 100^ late Be FrwW,S-1Vfan»n. 6-1 Courtwl. B-1 M a rt r re ars . 
Sartoa, 14-1 JMBgwt 

W7: Copper Boy B D 3 8 Pbael 11-4 tor (R Budder) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Steal Freeze b re t u rning from an i niiffe rant spat of nonce chasing, write neither Cour- 
barn nor Garoto come into this to anywhere near their best form, ihou(fi none to the 
three wotod be a shock winner - and Garaio is perhaps the pick. Classy chaser UuB- 
gtoi was wei outpaced n the dosing stages when put Peck mr hudes to Wtetherby 
on Saturday. He feces another tough task and this b more Biety to concern Stonny- 
tefeweather. LETS BE FRANK and VThenan. It was more Bely cut in the ground mak- 
tog it a test of stamina that enabled SttrmytaJrwwther to win over two raies here on hb 
reappearance Ffis modersae run in a vateble handtoap at San down (same tnp) soon 
after probably came a bit too soon end is best forgotten. He reams to the trp over which 
he vm a good race at ^lettenhem to Apto and itol rate aH the beating Early at te m pts 
to novice chastog for Lets Be Flank hare been put on hold and the seven-year-tod has 
reamed to huning with a vengeance Having got up to pip Dena Pont to the mud at 
Maricet Rasen on Boxing Day, he was equaly game r beadng the same horse to Don- 
caster -Q days ego He has the right attitude lor a tough course Ike this Vttaran ddnft 
get home n the scrit mar three mles to Ascot This better grand and shorter dstanoe 
6hotod more to hts Bring Selection: LETS BE FRAMC 


4.20 


FEBRUARY NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,288 

2-1Q2 INFAMOUS (USA) (B8)(D) (tea Barbara MwdanlJROSiBvan 5 tl 11 RDmnody 

mei anTHMJGE (1fl(D) (BCD S«ebUd)P Erens 8 TIB A P McCoy V 

62D4P RIVER OAWN (45) (Upbrds BtootfctockJ C Bronte 6 a 5- 


040 GO BRnAFiW (22) (Faradp Vtesie Uaragemert LhWBd) F Jbrdar 5 71 3 D Byrne 

/F2 26 KBXX ANCHCffi MAN (14) ^F) (Arthany MQreetoAFoW7T 0 JITborrtan 

S3 KQJFBSKfffl) (46)(JmVlfcedan)MF^>e6 OG JEwnaB 


3P0W 0ANDE»IAH(M)(D)(D»«iJPtiuterPartiwrete>1tessLSttjBl7O7. 

0P/PP- BCD8*ROVEIIANp77)(l3)(LcRtlJoyd-1Mbber) JCfoBD7 UAFtzgwate 

002 PRSaQI GEIOWTION p3) (tes W K Own) D Artutrat 5 g 7 GBndey 


322*0 S^8ACRffl(p^(D?{BF)LteJoeafh)PHobbg«e5. LHanrey 

«R» KATIES JOKB1 (36) gRussal)0ONto ggO HWtef (7) 

-11 rtadared- 

Mnlmuriwfett: ICtt rrwIwntfcap««BfrfC80ec Jbterfta 72). 

BETTHIQ: 61 Dan De Han. »Gutteffdge,1MKadB» Anchor Man, 7-1 OoBHbmb.61 tote- 
otous, Ken Hak. 161 Pnmter Oanarattan, Flbar Dawn, 161 Box^me Man, 161 saonaftaak, 
25-1 Katbb9ter 

B97: Rsngtter 6 It OR ftmoody 2-1 to (C Item) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Guttnridge has been wefl handled to vwn flve to Ns last ebt starts and wa9 very game 
r beating Garflax in a competoivehantocap at Chatenhamte days agx The ei6F*-yaar- 
oid las come to hansetf late in fta and going up smother Ob may na stop hm going 
dote agate DAN DE MAN has been raised I2to for hb recent Doncaster win, thoutfi 
at least tfiaJ success sheared that fcs previous net in the mud at Vfetherby WfBHTt his 
true term and (Wstoprovtog sort may ai be ahead to the handcappar. Infamous won 
earty-seeson novice events at Heratord and Worcester before betog found out by hb 
penalbes. He doesni haare « partlcularty easy with top weight. Kedge Anchor Man taled 
to come up to expectations at FOkesaane tea time, write Ken HtaK hasrft retoty tuHBed 
the potental shown wt»n wtonrg at Exeterflrto tirra One with more scop* though herd- 
ly thrown to at the weights tor Its Brat handcap. is Ral stayer Go Brtanrfa. He has shaped 
a tot batter than hte three runs gve him credt for and is one to keep on the right sate of 
when faced with a softer test ot stamina Selection: DAN DE MAN 


4.50 



CHARLES HIGGINS CUP 


3501 cSSe ^ASS 


S5T S™S5iS.(Sr!;s*i;?™’ 8E3 — 


PUS2t 

VW 


ib H Morgan (f) B 


WH Scr" - -'- Mr G Mtethew p) 


LEVY BOARD HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,500 
added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £4,130 

2D8G CLAB^WANp7) (tesBahilLDCtey) MTbmpkraBtl D RTbontoo 

(Jim AAIWEfTBLDpT) i»n Jofnsort) DkWsbSff S Witrston 

4ITT30 TOO w (D) (9mft UantoaB Mato Co U(9 Mm JPbnan o-na DLatoiy 

03-1* LAIISOOWNE (57) (O)) (B^ p F Darread) P Nchtos 011 7 LCOmn*i»p) 

^3428 EAU 0E COLOGNE (20) p and M Evans) Ms LFfchaid) 6 117 RDtswroody 

ttl-PS aBWG(22}(D)(l*sAbonGBmttB)TGe<»gBB1l8 Mi-KnOR^w (7) 

1025D SAWTQH.(lBA)(13)(HmRrointf FJoRbn®1i5 DByme 

DBFF- FOLLY ROAD pT7) (D) (BF) (K W J ifcAitfte) <MW^te811 0 G today 

0®26 PUEA8URBAND(ra«){D)(tes8»teiEMM^niNHClri»5»g JLwach 

.-gag FUOtLEYWOOO (25) MiOAU Trade) RajCkteTPS Bfeto 

30M WRHXL£SS SIAN (23)(D) (Mrs JmOMJ CM 11 MAFfcgeraM 

-11 declared - 

lMim»omi<&Ttwtmkw»eigfcWndtoU*aaiib. 

BETTWG: 61 Eau Da Cofogoe, 11-2 SrtottiTbo, 61 Pbaatoatoid, 168 CWnaMD.7-1 LMdcwoe, 
Mteve FiakL 61 Etenrg, 161 Raxtey NteotL SoM CM, WncUut Man, 20-1 FotfUoad 
ter. BarMaad 8 11 3 IBwC 3peamg (7)361 (J Speeretf « ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Although i4fo worse h compared to when he flrttoted beNrdEau Dw Cologne to Wind- 
sor hNovombat CLAIRESWAN went on to win over this trfc at Caderidt. Not only was 
he way in to dass at Wterwtck next ttoWi he had an Impossfcie task tram 25D out to ttw 
hantocap vwt stB gaw a good accort behind Sptendd Thyne He a on a more sutabta 
rSrtTltewsNaitve Field, winner to daarwre tram lte Mdoa nre to Ha ydocft and 
caster where Lansdowne wte fourth was only ftsw lengths behind CMmen to War- - 
wide It depends on wh« Sne to term b taken as to whether Native Feld can eorthn tha 
^w^Sowne, but seams held by Oam^ Stoectlom CLABESWAN 



cuoaga Trio: Not won; E30MB 

w»d to Newbtoy 4S) today ■*“**! Cool 

Ooubte. 


HUNTINGDON _ wedtoNewbtoyASOBoay-wc-"-*^ 

'»•»— We*noton).TbtK 60^2. Bettor 




THE IND^PENP^NT 

RAONG SERVICES 

0891 261 

LIVE BBilliEITftHlES 





et5Q DF: E2BG 
^^t^CATCWM (AS arth) V6U 

_ J m r,.,Tir 7-P- 3, GbilkW Tl-A. 7 ran. 

jj^^eii%as»3ss 


W1NCANTON 

1^0: 1. OH DONNA (M AFi^tog 2-1 
ter. 2. OF Mother fl-2: 3. UpThoSteiray 
«-A 19 ran. Th. S. ni HerxtersoriLffln- 
bouml -fotK £B20: E13CX E2.7G CUX DF: 
wfll CSF: Et«a Trio: £040^ , _ „ 

2ft 0: 1. STEEL MOSS (B Ferton) fo-1; 
2. DBUersfonJ tl-B (wl n^B«B1618 

SaWJBKSaM!ST 


SSaffSEffS** 

Tntrest iB4sai ^ 


HLL VTJI I VL3U- _ 

3Mt 1. MELODY MAID (M A FezgfmUj 
7-2: 2. Ew Pbaaart S4 tor; 3. Bawnfl er 
3617 itoL ft tl (N Henderson, Ltejwji 
-Mac 090; Wft EUtt DFittSO-CS 1 - C K 
llOrLJBBER-ntE I0B8ST (Pythfl 
■rt-4: 2. Ground Nut 61; 6 Unton Rocks 
61 tev.Bran.yA. '■'ft* 

Larttowrt ftote: a2 °'- £Z3a - CIfl0 

TMS17 - 

4 J 2 fl: 1 .MHBRANI 6 AN(Nr iwb/ 0 g— wn^n too 11 - 2:6 Florid h - 2 . 7 ran. 

2tev;2-V«toWte^16l^Al^ren^» 

4JS0: 1: BELMAR ITA (A r 2^ f»; 2- Pantos 3. PuvTs Brother 

^^.dbtpT^Shertxrme^TWto 



» QuadpoC E311DI 


UNGRELD 

240: 1. PALJSAITOS1 (Mr R Guest) 61; 
2. Aquavits 161; 3. Nosey Native O-T 13 
ran. 62 fevDorrt Drop Bomba, a a (SDowt 
Tbta: C1430; ES7U 0000. C250 OF: £D02a 
CSF: TOUT. Tricase C1221SL Trio: 52B390; 
£37264 carried forward to Newbury 450 to- 
day. Mb ndosopdc 

2J30: 1. HAFUK (M WdTBm) 71-1 ; 2. New 
Vfarkto 0030; XAkbvych Arrow 61 10 ran. 
Bene tea nrrbuoco. 'kSIQL Moorei ~&**l 
CftSO; £2DQ £2DG E370. DF: £80911 CSF: 
E4&B2. Trio: £22490: £16156 carried forward 
to Nawburv 450 todeK 

MftLRtSEtIMNE (R FlancN 10050; 

2. JutoDbaidere 11 -4 ter; 6 Another Batch- 
worth fti 10 ran. 2*h 2*i. (C Cyw). Tbfe: 
040; ET2a £200 £380 OF: SS3Q CSF: 
£C2a Tricaac £0264 TVio: £8370 

330: 1. COASTGUARDS FEFtO (J Mar- 
shal) 61 far, 2. Rowiandaona Charm 61; 

3. Aq>ine Mutoc 7-1 9 ran. VA. & (M Ush- 
eri Tote: £500: £m£24a£25aDF:E7» 
CSF: £1B3& Tricast CtO»a Trio: £485a 

4J»1.HEVBfGOLF PRINCESS p He* 
lm8 64 ktew;2- Ifetoty Ctoean 7-1 ; 3. FBan 
tea* 5-4 S ftt 5 ran. Nk. 6 (T J NatfeonV 
TMm £Wfe £1» £i» DF: £Jlft CffT&afld 
4Jft 1. GENIUS (P Dog) 64 tar; 2. 
Brownirw 61;3M«*ter Coster n-4, 11 ran. 
Mt. A {S Cowl -fata: £380; EIAG ClBQ CUa 
DF; £H7Q CSF; £683 Dicest £886 Tffa 
EISA NR: Ltotenb Lad lauenfc Lad (16i) 
wtoiawn iHinte entefe. Rtoa 4 apples b 
board prices, decUcbonSp to the pound 
PfacopOt £9BM. Quadpot E147Q 
Ptace a CS&42 Race &! £2073 


Murphy confirms that this will 
be French Holly’s target any 
16-J remaining would be well 
worth an interest. 

Certainly, ii would offer 
more value than the 7-2 now 
available against Istabraq, even 
allowing for the fact that Aidan 
O’Brieo, his trainer, yesterday 
insisted that rumours about his 
hurdler’s well-being were un- 
founded. 

Istabraq bas been beaten just 
once m 10 races over hurdles, 
but his success at last year’s Fes- 
tival came over two mQes and 
five furlongs, and there must be 
significant doubt over his abil- 
ity to beat the best hurdlers at 
the minimum trip. 

There were whispers from 
Ireland too yesterday that 


Graphic Equaliser, favourite 
for the Tole Gold Trophy at 
Newbury tomorrow, had suf- 
fered a setback, but here too . 
there were firm denials from his 
yard, while the British bookies 
saw no reason to adjust his odds. 

The sponsors reported a Trophy 

plunge on Tidjam, owned by J 
P McManus, for the Trophy and 
cut bis price from 25-1 to 14-1. 
Coral trimmed Commancbe 
Court, the second-favourite, 
from 6-1 to 5-1- 

A trainer with rather less to 
celebrate at Huntingdon yes- 
terday was Neville Callaghan, 
wfao was fined £300 for “violent 
and improper conduct" after a 
verbal attack on the starter, 
Sean McDonald. Callaghan’s 
runner ia the Long Stanton 


Handicap Hurdle, V&ai 
Mountain, was withdrawn at the 
start on veterinary advice, ap- 
parently after being kicked by 
another runner, a decision 
which did not please the train- 
er of the 6-4 favourite. 

“The vet advised the starter 
that in his opinion, the horse 
should not ran,” Geoffrey Fos- 
ter. the stewards’ secretary said. 
“The starter is obliged to take, 
the vet’s advice and he ordered 
the horse to be withdrawn. On 
returning to the enclosures, the 
starter received verbal abuse 
from Callaghan." The trainer 
left the course without com- 
ment 

• Tbmorrow’s race meeting at 
Ayr hinges on an 8am inspec- 
tion today following heavy rain. 


Jim McGrath, a Channel 4 
presenter, was called as an ex- 
pert witness by the Life. He told 
Mr Justice Morland that Ibp 
Cees “could have and should 
have won” at Newmarket Mc- 
Grath said: “My opinion of the 
riding was that the tactics were 
designed not to obtain the best 
possible position.” The case 
continues today. 


Bangor 


HYPERION 

2JX> Decoupage 2J30 PepHist (nb) 3J)QThnseeq 
3-30 Lord Of The West AM Gallant Taffy 4J0 
James The First 5.00 Bora Bora 

QOMG: Chases - Good to Soft (Soft in paces); Hurtoes - Good 
OLaft-hand. undulating couse; run-in 325yds. 
teCourre e 4m SEot Wrexham near lunc&on of A52S and B5099. 
Bus service from Wraxftern sttom ADMISSION: Paddock CS; 
Come £4 (utoef-fts free afi enclosures) CAR RARK: Free. 
•LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 2685 (308%) D Mchotaon HflO 
(2E%) G Mcharda 14-78 (179%) N iMstoo-Oavtaa 1664 {&£%) 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: N WBttesteon 11-40 (2731b) C Uewtolyn 
D-36 (179%) W Maraton 650 (18%) T EtoySJQ (37%) 
•FAVOURITES: *7-435 (3114%) 

BUNKERED HRST TIME: -None. 


•.Si KKE5E S-Std- 


roniYTteO «= e CM) n sn* a £0-.--— ■- — “5225 

44S3 vwTreownFORFsSt^S (2$ CSton B » 

« FPfSD B0H0MaJ-MM»PtoWtte9D0 ItRWfttDrP) 

da&gyaul&iili, Nm W» Know fid 7ft Foafim Dte to l3to. Ww*- 

*SEKSaKWi—« 

NMweKno* 161 M foiUmluti tew nte. W W” 2^1 

gh. Btodateteycn 161 uraa»Cofcn9— 'i* -1 Boro ^ 

261 FOrtytaoDM 

XSnt DENBIGH NOVICE HANMWP HURDLE 
4.00] /class E) £3^00 added 2m 4f 

M n n ukkkM q ti M Wttanton 


o nnl EBF ‘NH’ NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
^• W l £3^00 added 2m if 


1-t OECOWAQ^nq (D) CEgertoidns — 

SI YOUNG SPWTAOJS (45) (D) T Forster 5 II 5 SWyma 

■00045 ANOTCUrHEWABateySHO G»»litn» 

21-03 BWPBKSp3)PDaton6H0 CUanda 

60 CUXSJY B8J. (2!) Lisa H XflgtxS <1 0 DouMtuI 

C600P CON MEL'S CROFT (57) T Ready 6 11 Q Gluten 

3 FHWYHHJ.(22) Mss H Knd«511 0 JFTUey 

4 FMAL HAND (2QT Faster 6 110 Jffcgford(7) 

5600 GORKAN(t4)MEaHKntf6H0 — BFerlon 

P2-2P IKE APPROACH (4S) fl Hodges 5 DO Tl 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

O 

n 000 PM MONY (8) Ifrs S Sntoi 6 11 0 GFRymCS) 

12 40€P3 RACKETBALL (15) NTntetonOavlesSIt 0 XUateftn 

o 3S0 5LEETWG (55) j Mtoae 5 n 0 — EfhabndP) 

M 02640 DMKY DOHA (15) J K Oesseto 5tt9 RUaarayB) 

6 0 MBMY CHRSTMAS (SQ EOvren Jm5 09 

Hcfael Brannan (3) 

BETTING: li-io Decoapage. 61 Ttawg Spvtacus, 7-1 RaotaftM, 61 
FanyNI, 161 Big Parta. 161 Stecdng Pto Many; Ftoal Hand, 261 Nfce 
Appraadt, 261 ottnra 


1 23885 BfflJDLEAPCmPB««* or8fl ®-^ 7n.7TT.'i7^ 

2 J0e^Pf^>ECr(4fl|WJ>JOlM71l6RltotoftB 

a -U6P2 GMMy(2^ Nlft*M8115-— — 

4 305 GRATETMS(22)J»8gng<113 : -- EI«wdW 

5 0W3P DCTftYBBOOK^RIMMgPteSII^ 

S 66051 GALiANrTAITYprtD) M PjtoBO Ppad r”T*~ 

7 am ZAHAAUE (USA) (15) (C) JBcteregSQg-— »g4g 

8 50060 B0U3R0ME0 p^N HandteonB Cfl— 

9 38400 INTO THE WEB (23) MS 7 ® 10 

tl 0F833 MURRAYS HBU10N CO J 2"* riTSSJ 

II PZ2560 MOON LIGHT E SCAPADE {=0_ R 11 2 . 

B 666PB LfltE STOKT BLUS («) ^ ^ 

o 0800 * AUriREypamrp^RPBBMek7«o -CNtebrn 

14 OOOW S1VS1 PRBE (14) M 8 ® 0 

B6UR6P PBtl«AHg(22)8fto(tel^7100.-.. XA ft wmp) 
C OTP- MADAM POUY (3*0) ItaPWlftBDO-JIrRWittVP) 
17 UQ60P SEVSWHEH 1 ^ JMEnriey7t)0 D«*M 

Mnrawn wpftc fltet True handicap wej^Afty W W iaU Mrar 
ftid99»abP®ny8rito«» MadmPoIra* "***^?*J^ 
BETTING: 11-10 Gdud TMy. 1H Qlltefc 7-1 PP Bnyhrook , 161 Za- 
taafle, Btod Rorneo, 161 Bold Leap. 161 
Web. 161 MoonB^d fteaptete, 261 GnM Ttate. 261 otbara 


2.30 


EDWARD SYMMONS NOVICE H’CAP 


4.30 


CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
2m If 110yds 

1 -22221 TEJANO GOLD (ft) (CP) IfssSWtenBIl tUfWMtenaan 

2 SOCF HOLDERS HU (44) MUee^crfifl a BHanSop 

3 -53311 ASTRAL MMSION (48) (D) TVW711 1 Gary B 

4 342013 PS1TI5T (45) U ttemmend 7 Tl 0 OBatotey 

5 2P614 BLOWING ROCK [94) (BF) Lfcs H Krtgri 6 tt 13 — JFTitoy 

6 -2554 P 9BIELAGH OAK PQ J OSes S D t) IfchaN Braen*n (3) 

7 -44321 PRUnWESTREAK(22)RHodgto7tl7 .TDatoWnbe 

8 06232 SW CLERKS (87) J FtoGsafd 5 1) S PCarbetry 

9 mm COOLASACUCUUBBtpQOSfenKxid7D5 JflKanregft 

t> 40383 THE FENCE StHNKBl (22) DM£ato7«0 ^ Wynne 

V MW SOPHIS DREAM (77) JU &adBy7 t)0_D J toteragh (^ 
C D3OT COME ON FBSX NE (7) G WcCan 7 V 0 .VStatory 

-12 declared - 

Mnmvntitsg/rtioa. rrue netoc^i a uA/KL - Tfie FeneaShrintorS* Ida. 
Sophies Oream Bsi, Come On RM Ate 93 
BETTING: S-2 Te(ano Goto, 61 Papttsl, 61 Astral bwaskn. 7-1 Prirt- 
ttrra Stote, 61 Bkratog Rock. 8k Cteria. 161 Cool At A CucunbK 
14-1 Hoktata HM, 161 Trie Fence SMnkac ShBtoa^i Oak, 261 Mhere 


3.00 


BERMANS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m If 

1 WOn- HJPHQNC{45Q(P) toLAtensonsn T).CHcConnack{5) 

2 4F4/2- IEAD COURT (483) (D) NChancea 11 8 NMferreon 

3 601 P- RKB)WYEp81)(8F]G'iMey8HB -VSWteqr 

« 3B3F35 CONTRAHRE (20) (CO) A ¥490*611 8 ECtftegNn 

5 TO CORAL BLAND pq (D) J FfaGeted 4 TIB PCtetary 

5 51 -W TANSEEQ(20)(CqMlteQ^ar7111 BHMkng 

7 46230 B9C0UN(20)(D)lfcsASto(toBT)3 .C U tteBy i W 

8 IfiGO fflBf AL HAB^5 (48) (CO) D kfcCari 7 Tl 1 SWyma 

9 6506 TAJAR (USA) (15) T (tatty 6 00 JGoUMn(7) 

O SP291 CULU BOOM PS) R S&npscn 4 00 ABatef^) 

11 -5B5PP MLUNGBROOK(49)(C) JMtafeyGOO— SAIfoUu(3} 

-11 dectared- 

Unkmm weigtt: SOst Tw hentfeap aetghts: Jap 9st 11b, ChU Boom 
9S rto, VKtq BnxA 8a 6El 

BETTING: 62 Coral Wand. 62 Mwd Court, 61 Cotoreflra, 61 life 
7-1 RharWya, 161 Ericoln, 12-1 Eupt«nlc.TYnarraChBBoQn».l 
Brook, 161 Bren AI Habeab 


GILBERT COTTON MEMORIAL 
HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £2,000 
added 2m 41 110yds 

1 « 22 - 

2 4144-1 jMBBTHEragf(PU}(QE w '6 ar1 P g . 7 - >lr61>l,r ^ 

3 -2M56 IQNG OF SHADOWS (Hi) (CO) Mbs C Ortar Tl C7__— 

mt 8 Prte (7) 

4 26P4- LORD (GX (286) (D) S Sa*Ef6Nr Q 12 7 — HrRRxdR 

5 OPmt MACANORE STAR (MS) M® S Baxter 6 12 7 

UfCftrrtiMpi 

6 2003- SAILOR jii'gBZ) (D) (BF) MaPTUfto » ■ - 

7 3364- SAH»CRE(Stt?<qP*taibC87 — MrCJBBarfow(7) 

8 5UW/ CARTON (P7t3) SKtoyH OO J^ROxtonp) 

9 PSQ2 FaL0O(P26)J-S*x8«0 : MrMlfc*«»d(7} 

O 5F648I FINCHS GQI p51) Ita S 3m> O 8 Q — MRWtotef (3) 

11 52QfP- GO AGAIN (P378) MsTLGUa9O0 MrPCWteto(7) 

6 322/3- H0BN0B8ER (371) J Doctor 11 60 — Mr J Docker (7) 

8 3CU2- PflMOPra UUSC free) (QlfesK IMS 0-60 

Ur A RtMpe (7) 

M 2F632- SAAM(P284(D)JSHtakb9«0 — 10 * S Stondaft p) 

8 2366 8PYS DBJGHTP7q (C) HNWftoparttBO 

— Jte H Rayrar (7) 

, -isdadared- 

BETTBI& 62 jMMaTlia Rte.61 Andetreaa.4-1 Lord RaOc, 61 totar 
Jm, 161 Pitecfofi HntoB, KotawMo; t6T Sayinore, FfocffeGam, t6t 
Ftoeo. Spy)* DtfghL 161 Saaft26i odm 


5.00 


3.30 


OLD HALL ESTATES HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £6,000 added 3m 6f 

1 -i«F LORD OF THE WEST (45) JJONaIBCO PCartwry 

2 P4P-PP LB1ANU8 COLLONGES (B^ (D) tesL Wtoreon 


3 HKW TEXAN BABY (BSJ (17) N IwKkJvDnriBB 9 U B-C Ueantyn 

4 234WI RUUKAND Y{8)J)iUm8V8 

5 -P3EP4 Pt« GW pi) M Ftenmendn 06^ lteCBonnarp) 

6 -2*305 PMS GUNNS p7) M Hammond O O 0 BHardtg 


TBR CONSTRUCTION INTERMEDIATE 
NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1^00 
added fillies & mares 2 m If 

1 1 PBINYWISE (74)(D) MteVWians5117. SKaflyp) 

2 BORABORANTMJtonn»tes5110 J-Si«wnr(7) 

3 0 COLMARANN (4B) lifcs S Stonti 6 11 0 GFRyanP) 

4 CRAFT BOOK MOOT JUtactey 5 11 0 XAbpraup) 

5 DAWN’S DftLA U UftwaB 5 Tt 0 CWftb{3) 

8 fflVEMESRSCETftrsta6il 0 JMogfoidlT) 

7 LH1AL ROMANCE Jfesk 5 If 0 OBteronfS) 

8 USCAIMOR BAY J IAMbS 11 0 A Bates (5) 

9 MSS LAHBRN D UcCato S 11 0 PHartSYffi 

O QI8TS A LADY JKCmwal 511 0 RHaasftP) 

11 n0MLStBLEY0Qaradty511 0 .GSppptop) 

V. SAMAIE S Brootenatr 5 11 0 Mr P CotteBo (7) 

8 THEBtGROCKEnEHMe^wSIIO GUh 

M 2 THORTHWVKB LASS (41) A YWtens 5T1 0 BHanfeQ 

8 ARDENT ANNE ttiHBMon 4 04 G Hogan p) 

* GRANGSKAT R WootfxxBB 4 O 4 FLaaby(3) 

V GRANNY RICH Pnch4 04 MGrtBBP* (7) 

8 NEVBMmDHEYDM£toi404 Mr G Lite (7) 

-18 


BErTUKk 7-4 Pamyntea, 94 Bore Bore, 61 Ttatardykaa In, 61 
Saphane, 161 Ow Ha Space, 161 Craft Bock tago* 261 often 


Southwell (AW) 


HYPERION 

1.40 Dust 2.10 Moon Gorge &40 Greenspan 
3.10 All On 3.40 Julies Jewel 4.10 Sense Of 
Priority 4.40 Batsman 


lq ini MILKY WAY HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
I J - IV I £3,000 added 2m 

33032 ML ON (11) (O JHBtherkn7O0 TSttdag(7)1 


GOING: Stow. 

STALLS: Inside 
□RAW ADVANTAGE: None 
•Ffcresand surface; left-hand sriarp, oval course. 
•Couraete3mSEtotoiKiand5mWolfitaaiariLRc4lestanJtow 
bon aegofos course ADMISSION: Ckfo £12; Ttotereafis £6 (OAP 
membere of courses Diamond CU) £4. accompanted indoMto 
Ire^. Prices htodunU May -B97: CAR PARK: Free 
•LEADttG TRAMBS: M Johnston 46217 (2Q7K) •> L Eyre 35013 
(MA%X D Chapman 32-385 (B 8%) R HoOlneheed 31-381 (8fi») 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: L Ctamock 31-320 (97%) Dean McXe- 
owi 27-304 09%) A Cuftan* S-2H p*) G Carter ®-22fi (8%) 
•FAVOURITES: 5H-1467 (34B%) 

BUNKBtED FtRST T1UE: Batecteve (viaored) (230) FSyBi (2ft) 
SaBaerry (2AO), Supermodto (vtsored) fttft 


1.40 


GREAT BEAR HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
(Div 0 £3,000 added 1m 

600T1 KMCCWBOYM(CD)MRyan91]6(BBdPHECto>a(q7 
06065 JONMETHEJOXB1(4)(IX) J Leigh 798- 


_Dasi MctooMi 3 B 
..P ftaberts (3) 9 
DUST fill (CD) Lad Nunltogdon 494 (6to) .——JU Rpn2 


20000 KOHASTAft^ HsG fees 4911. 

501-01 . . . 

0144 1- SCU)FAmf{?<B)(D)WMjBSOn590 DR McCabe* 


50000- 8aiMQDAMCSn<J136)(D)PGriwr5B5 

.JtoTwMoftsnp) 1 


346644 AWESOME VSmjRE (7) (CO) MChspnan 8 B2.F Norton B 
00000 TAKE NOTICE (7) M Mne 5 80 JCtokwS 


7 
6 

9 344832 CHEBBU.GROOM(0 D5hnr778 — A McCarthy (5)10 

8 06300 SHAMOKM{T4)F»tBan671> Kknbarift Hart p5)6 

-lOdadand- 

lUnnmUtMiaa live Imncfcap am/gtt: SteooUi Tst 5b. 
BETTOIG: 64 Dust 114 Kbwddp Boy,M QwerU Groom. 61 JatBK 
aft»Th» Mai; 161 Bold Mb, 161 foregone feta, 161 GBng Dancer; 


\0 1 ft FLYING DRAGON MAIDEN STAKES 
\ £ " lu l (CLASS D) £5,000 added 7f 


4626 MOWftAGON (20) (U) Ms M Rnetoy 8 1) 0__3 Cnpp (5) 7 
2543/ SUPBWOOH. (C63) Ita N ttecatey 6 B 9P McCabe (^ 3 V 

5020 DALWtMME (IQ (C) J Wherton59 7 A McCartiy (S) 4 B 

01443 NOTATION (4) (C) D Qeprren 4 9 1 ACutana13 

03566 GLIDE RATH (USA) (MJ J JartctosBSI) -DHrAnilO 

0522-2 C0URSEFtSMNG(39)BUtoWicn789 LNaartan2 

8 50200 SPOWUUCKS(t4)BBW0h467 P Retort. P) 12 

9 00460 BRVMOR(42) DUitq|SRHh486 DnaOTteBB 

8 33625 TOUISTON LADY (16) JIMertoiBBS 5 ngteon (7) 5 V 

11 00022 aOmA(8)SUE*x4B2 S ited — >11 

8 40088 ALZ0T>C(11)JNamn582 FNortooSY 

8 00025 RreOflDLCVDI (7) (CO) U Ctuprran87 Tl A Nfchodi [7)8 

-ntkdared- 

Mhtown MtoghL nr TOBx rwe ranefcap resort flseort Lowr 7M 78. 
ffiTTWtt 7-2 AI On <-1 Coma Rahlng, 11-2 Mondragon, 7-1 Noia- 
Bon, 16t Datetoreito, 12-1 RmorI Loaer, 161 Tbtosfcn Lady, Qlda Raft, 
S^enrxxte, HtoBa,26l Brynkk, 33-1 often 

NORTH STAR HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4,500 redded Bf 

8045 TROJAN HH10 (SAF) pD) kteMFteo toy7T)0ACuCi— »6 

40054 BROADWAY MaOCri (H)(0) A tevS49B WRwn4 

323L5 HANNAHSUaia(11)(C) (D) PFBlgteB6B8 GCartvS 

506® PET EXPRESS (30} (CD) P/tabm4 94 PGooOt{7)12 

60061 KD44ASS4I (14) (CC^ RitorvrSSS T B McLautorin 10 

□56S0 PETITE DANSEUSEflB) CT DGhepmBB49 2.PFaaaey (^9 
-8044 JUUSJEWEL(7) (CO) M Chtenm 3 9 1 — £Cmon(7)7 
6 00222 HUHGDLLADYD9DMchcte4B8.__._AltoG*Be*wa 

9 2854- ALWSY3LUCKY(118){CD) JPewcr388 APc« [5)1 

V 00060 RUDE AWAKQeJG (18) CFtotxrtAae CUMftar (393 

n 4-833 Rfi«9GftN(IQ|C^WMBtamicS83AlfcCaflwBa2 

8 006X1 5EANCHAI(S£9(D)pF)PFe^5B2 DWrfotoTT 

-12detoerad- 

BEmNG: 7-8 HurgB Lady; 61 Komangtr, 61 Ttajm Haro, 61 Han- 
nafTs IMn; 61 Rhar Ensign, 161 Broad—y IMody, Al—ys Uxfcx 
SsandaL 161 Jnlaa Je— i. PM Bgaase, 16lPt>ta Dtonau ^261 Utah 
Aaakantng 

|4 1QI PEACOCK SELUNG STAKES (CLASS 
1 _ U I G) £2,500 added 7f 

1 6383 PWE FfflXJE LAD (7) (CO) J L Eyre 

2 00133- SCAJTraURY(BB) (D) KBlrte50 

3 00040 BOFFY(9)(C)BB*tfl59a 


898. 
08 


0 Pam 11 Y 
— JCMon 2 

Addon 6 


..TG UcLaugMn 12 


1 W AJKADfll) Rttevr 498 — 

2 W> MLD CITY PJSA) (311) R Iterwi49 8 SDVWfcro»9 

3 DUBAI NURSE (J48) A [Man 495 DPwrs4 

4 04 SUESS HOURS fiqjL^r»49 5 Jtl®pta7 

5 96053 fWMfll) JWstrton485 j4afcCSr*y(6)3B 

6 30664 BALACLAVA (37) I Sempto 3 87 Da— UcKaown 1 V 

7 60632 SARA MOON OASSC(1G)KMDAiMteaB7i3enaOWtolB 

8 6 BENJYB«A(177) ACfcten3B2 AMadoylS 

9 8 LADY MASS. (16) JBeftM3B2 S Drawn 10 

8 6 MOON GORGE (112) WJsn»3 82 JO*n2 

11 ROMA CThoraai3B2 LChanodi5 

8 ROWEJLWgh3B2 -DMeGfoa—6 

8 SMART Sk U Pascal 3 B 2 JLonTl 

-13dicl—d- 

BETTWG: 1M Moon Gorge.61 Snarl. 3-1 Sara Horn CiaaMe, 7-1 BM- 
acteia, 161 Fkyn, 161 Ajad, Roms, 161 Rcoga, 261 Endan Hoag, 
Been Vteana, 25-1 Lady ltabd, 461 often 


00005 CMftR P6EflUjEa7) I9atrpte4flfl JUHnttooea 1 B 

20544/ DAIBWBttnagj RBaaem796 iiFnn 

S 4006 GRffllBOPPB[p70)GWDOtteetd59B- .CLowftcr( 3)5 

7 00365 RAMAN pi) B Mg 4 98 Jtoaka Rot** (7)10 

8 600G5 SBtSEOFPRX»IYf4)(CqDfMnbB98iUB0taHnB 


9 02506 IHtOHAmY(2S)RHofttond598 JUteCMtaytSa 

8 46346 BROUGHTON'S PfSDE (67) (C&$ {tailtoiTBcn 793 

HOLLbwnr Minor pi) BMateh-sHfSSS* 


4.40 


2.40] 


SEA GOAT CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added lm« 

t «-TC GRE£NSMN(9] (CD) WM9898 JWBtaonSl 

2 80-22 flLlAL{23)p)JPBace594 HWfatag3 

3 V40M SafiSflYfrS7)PHMlwii490 LCtamxk4B 

4 4D0Q CRUZ SANTA (7) [Q M Capitol S 8 1 .Cbre Lott (7) 2 

- 4 dtdarad - 

BETTING; men Grasopan, 6 t ROM, 61 Sabeny, 25-1 CRB Santa 


BETI1N& 61 SctoMxay; 7-2 Ptoa Ridge Lai 62 Seen Of prinrUL 
MHcrtonjIW^ 61 Care brldg. b£Vt U 4 to 4 te^™Sl 
Brooghtona Pride, 20-1 Parrten, 25-1 ottos 

GREAT BEAR HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
(Dlv II) £3,000 added 1m 

234/ MTON(91) ttoASwtartrSOO. .GDuOakMO 

6186 URT(FR)Po5)DNchota5B5. JUtoBreenaS 

ZOfrto BATSMAN BJ W4lsJcr483«Bd DHoSaodB 

8000 ZlftBA (42) J htoftertoi 4 9 JCMtaiB 

^P ^^(1^FP)(BF)JQaer5B3-LCtarTKick3 

a SSS 5?SX?S5‘ ESW - ff:o l Ehl:ta980 ttiiw derz 

* *25* W^fl*)FVasonB78 Ktabadey Hart{5)4 

» ^ “^AK^JGHTpODSMuraya?® D Wright 9 

8 050010 HIP8N0wiwpq(CqPftii»ii7« fawti twfaai 

___ -lOdadarad- 

*Wm p nigit ta 10b True terdesp waighL RpcxWw 7a ® 
BETTWttMBto8n«i I 7^Pi1itoprrlBo%61YtaraaqWjtrriw;132Z» 
ba, 61 Rimd, 161 Nofatay Btmak, Tut, T2-1 Wton,25-1 otheto 


Injury forces 
Becker to 
withdraw 


Tennis 


BOWS BECKER, the former. 
Wimbledon champion, was 
forced to withdraw from the 



eessivc yh“ j s , . . ~ 

gravating a stomachmj^y 
suffered last week in Croatia. 
The sixth seed. Man- 

tiUa, advanced to the quarter- 
finals with a walkover and 
Becker also withdrew from the 
doubles, where he has been 
partnering Henman* 

Becker felt the injury m 
Wednesday's double victory 
over the Spaniards, Alex Cor- 
retja and Javier Sanchez, and 
the abdominal strain failed to 

respond to beat treatment and 

massage. 

The defending champion 
Thomas Muster paid the price 

for a long break at the end of 
last season when be was beat- 
en 7-6, 64 by the emerging Ger- 
man, Nicolas Kiefer. 

Kiefer was until recently a 
member of Becker’s squad of 
promising young players, be- 
fore striking out on his own 
with the German’s old coach, 
Bob Brett. 

• Andre Agassi, the former 
world No 1, showed that he is 
still a force to be reckoned with 
after taking just 41 minutes to 
beat Gustavo Kuerten, the 
French Open champion, 6-3, 
6-1 in the second round of the 
Sybase Open in San Jose yes- 
terday. 


Lions appeal 
over brawl ban 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfidd 


TWO of the four amateur sides 
left in the Silk Cut Challenge 
Cup face their moment of truth 
tonight, with Featherstone Li- 
ons anxious to live down their 
unwanted wild reputation. 

The Lions are to have an ap- 
peal beard on Monday against 
a five-year ban from all Cup 
competitions, imposed after a 
brawl with SiddaU at the end of 
the recent Yorkshire Cup Final 
Their joint coach, Simon 
Tuffs, said that the dub’s recent 
notoriety was “unfortunate and 
unfair” and that die players had 
tried to concentrate on tonight’s 
tie against Hull KR. 

The Uoqs had Rovers 
watched in their opening first 
Division fixture last week and 
have identified the Papua New 
Guinean stand-off, Stanley 
Gene, as the principal threat. 

Meanwhile, the Cumbrian 
acte, Egremonl lake on their pn> 
fessiooal neighbours, ^ Wxidngton 
Town, at Whitehaven tonight 
The chairman of Super 
League, Chris Caisley, and the 
acting chief executive of the 
Rugby League, Neil TUnmdiffe, 
have described their meeting 
yesterday to discuss potential ar- 
eas erf disagreement as ‘‘fruitful”. 

Castleford are breathing 
more easily over their finances 
after clinching a sponsorship 
with Clear Sport Nasal Strips. 


Eagles try to 

scale Towers 


Basketball 


By Richard Taylor 


NEWCASTLE EAGLES at- 
tempt to overturn an 18-point 
deficit in tonight's Uni-ball 
League Trophy semi-final sec- 
ond leg against London lowers, 
without their 6ft 6in England in- 
ternational Peter Scamlebuiy. 

Scantlebury, England's most 
capped international, turned 
his ankle during practice and 
may also miss the national 
team's European Champion- 
ship semi-final round games in 
Belarus on 25 February and 
against Israel in Manchester on 
the 28th. 

Newcastle’s coach, Craig 
Lynch, said; “Peter has ligament 
damage but we’re not sure how 
serious yeL As for the England 
games, we’ll have to see what 
the physio says and how peter 
responds to treatment." 

The Eagles 92-74 defeat in 
last week's first leg ended a 
13-game unbeaten run. Lynch 
admits his team may have been 
too concerned to protect then- 
record rather than restrict Tow- 
ers’ first leg lead. 

“We tried to win the game 
rather than play smart and 
threw the ball away too many 
times," he said. “Tonight we have 
to be positive. The first half Is 
veiy important in cutting back 
their lead so we can put pressure 
on in the second period.” 
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Absence of Gascoigne exposes limitations 




Football 


By Gfeim Moore 

Football Correspondent 


THE purpose of this week’s 
twin internationals with Chile 
was to broaden Glenn Hoddle’s 
options as be plots England’s 
World Cup course. Instead, the 
2-1 defeat for the B team on 
TUesday and the 2-0 reverse for 
the seniors on Wednesday has 
narrowed them. 

He will not have thought so 
as he sat fidgeting on the bench, 
w aiting fora chance to play, but 
Wednesday nigh t at Wembley 
was a good one for Paul Gas- 
coigne. In bis absence from the 
fray, England's midfield was re- 
vealed to be no better than 
workmanlike, their limited col- 


lective vision ejqx»ed by the ex- 
pansive performance of Jose 
1 41 k Sierra on the opposing side 

The Chilean’s 50-yard pass 
for Marcelo Silas’s breathtak- 
ing opening goal was bailed by 
Hoddle as one of the best he 
had ever seen, but it was by no 
means his only incisive one. 
There were 31 least two more 
chance-creating balls which fell 
into the modem parlance of 
"key pass”, along with a series 
of quick-witted lay-offs which 
knitted together the South 
Americans’ midfield. 

Against this cohesion Eng- 
land could only offer the ankle- 
tapping David Batty and. his 
eager but limited cohorts, Rob 
Lee, Nicky Butt and Phil 
Neville. Each have their quali- 
ties, Batty is hard to play against 


Snowboarding 
reclaims its 
pot of gold 


Winter Olympics 


Mike RowfootAom 

reports from Nagano 


WITH one bound, the belea- 
guered sport of snowboarding 
burst free from Us bonds here 
yesterday. Ross Rebagliati, who 
tested positive for marijuana af- 
ter ^ winning snowboarding's first 
Olympic title here on Sunday, 
was able to take the gold medal 
out of his pocket and hang it 
back round his neck after being 
cleared on appeal. 

Rebagliati profited from a 
manoeuvre more involved than 


back home in Whistler, near 
Vancouver, was not even con- 
sidered by the court. 

The Canadians had pre- 
pared medical evidence sug- 
gesting that prolonged exposure 
to marijuana smoke - for ex- 
ample, an hoar a day for six days 
- could create readings of well 
over 100. The reading for some- 
one who had just smoked a joint 
would be 400. 

Other choice new evidence 

was also revealed "It is Ross’s be- 
lief,” Letheren said, “that be- 
cause of the nature of the 
substance where he lives in 
Whistler-in that area it is four 


any he has ever attempted on -times more potent than in any 
a snowboard -the Legal Loop- other area -the only explanation 


hole, involving deft footwork 
and a 180-degree turn. 

The Court of Arbitration for 
Sports concluded that an am- 
biguity in the roles on marijua- 
na operating at these Winter 
Games meant the snowboard- 
er had no legal case to answer. 

But, sadly for the 22-year-old 
Canadian, life was still far from 
totally cooL Wearing his medal, 
he spent more than 11 hours at 
a load police station convinc- 
ing officers there was no basis 
for charging him with drug 
abuse. It was, Canadian officials 
maintained, a mere matter of 
formalities. 

The ruling left many asking 
where Olympic sport now stands 
in relation to marijuana. When 
it was suggested to the Canadi- 
an chef de mission , Carol Anne 
Letheren, that anyone could 
compete at the Gaines even if 
they were high as a kite, she 
replied “Under these rules, yes." 

It transpired that the In- 
ternational Ski Federation 
(FIS) regulations which had 
been applied, offering the op- 
tion of punishment for anyone 
whose sample registered more 
than 15 nanograms per millil- 
itre of marijuana, were drafted 
with other sports in mind, 

FIS officials explained that 
it was meant to deter sportsmen 
and women tempted to take the 
drug to calm their fears before 
more perilous events, giving 
the example of ski jumping. 

For obscure reasons, the 
name of Eddie Edwards was 
also mentioned at this juncture 
by the FIS people - but 
■ Letheren was swift in her denial 
of any implication that the 
fondly remembered British 
jumper was either scared or a 
marijuana user. 

She added that the snow- 
board slalom iu which Re- 
bagliati ’ won his title was 
regarded by the FIS as a tech- 
nical sport. “They believe tak- 
ing marijuana would have a 
detrimental effect in that 
event," Letheren explained. 

She added that Rebagliatfs 
defence that his reading of 17.8 
nanograins was due to passive 
smoking from his housemates 


Results from the Winter Olympics 


CURLING 

Hays fifth p ta ft oi na iy round: United 
States 8 Germany 5; Great Briiabg Japan 
5; Norway 7 Sweden 4; Canada 8 Swtaar- 
tanctasSttfr preBminary round: Nonwiy 

5 SKfaertentM: CanatteSSwdena: Gw- 


Wom a u'n B«i p i a B mi nmy round: Great 
Britain B Germany R Canada 7 Sweden 
5; Danmark 6 Japan 4; Norway 8 Un&w 


FIGURE SKATING 

Man's a b ort iwy ««« 1 

BWlSSWBfNSS 

fflffiSreSwS 

S?®p 8 n)4S;rtZGud(aj5a 
ICE HOCKEY 

lterrs9ftptaoamatett:G»Trany4So- 

vnMa3 IMfi place match: France 5 itaty 
i i3th ptaca match: Japan 3 Austro 3 
(at; Japan won 2-1 on penalties). 


-although he came dangerously 
dose to overdoing it - Butt is 
composed with the ability to go 
past people, Lee has an eye for 
goal and Neville is athletic and 
two-footed. 

None, however, can see a 
pass like Sierra or Gascoigne, 
or, to an extent, the injured trio 
of David Beckham, Paul Scholes 
and Jamie Redknapp. The best 
England passing of tbe'week 
came from Paul Merson in 
Tuesday's B-team match at The 
Hawthorns and he faded as the 
team lost shape and heart in the 
second half. Eight years on 
fromltoBa it seems England 
are still reliant on the unreliable 
Gascoigne. 

It is not just a matter of 
Gascoigne’s passing ability, it is 
also his desire for possession. 


Hoddle admitted that no one 
demanded the ball the way he 
does and the back three were 
thus offered limited options 


meant, after briefly passing 
among themselves, they then ei- 
ther played a hopeful hoof to- 
wards Dion Dublin's head or 
opted to kick over the top for 
Michael Owen to chase. 

It was thus also a good ni gh t 
for another spectator, Gareth 
Southgate, who is more com- 
fortable in possession than mast 
English defenders. It also com- 
pounded the misfortune of nei- 
ther Redknapp nor Rio 
Ferdinand being fit enough to 
play 3S sweeper for the B team. 

After the defeat, the heavi- 
est of his 15-game reign, Hod- 
dle said: “We didn’t waul the 


ball enough and struggled to 
pass it out from the back. As a 
team we did not pass well, did 
not defend well and bedune 
stretched out." 

Yet Hoddle himself must 


then (impounded by bringing 
him Off for Shearer, giving Eng- 
land a bizarre forward line of 
three strikers. 

While his desire not to with- 
draw Dublin or Owen was un- 


capped so early, not at the ho- 
nour itself. . 

Dublin began welL Unking 
cleverly with Owen, but his m- 

exptrience oflhe wiles of m- 


a;a some exotmg 


Swindon 25 ^ 0 ^ 




ft: 


ret noodle mmseff must draw Dublin or Owen was un- leroauoiauu*"-*"*'" isfofloweapyiua**.^ - - 

bear a large share of the blame, derstandable, the fumbling last he failed to make dean co tugal and Saudi Arabia at 

He did pick one passer, Tfeddy 20 minutes which saw England on any header near goal an ^ Morocco and Belgr 


Sheringham, but then pushed hoisting balls aimlessly into the 
him loo far forward to influence box will have done neither 
play, leaving the midfield under- much good, 
strength m numbers and qual- Owen emerged unscathed 
ity. This was why England judging by his confident — and 
became pulled out of shape, as justified - post-match asser- 
they had against Poland at tion of; “I was quite pleased with 


home when be paired Alan 
Shearer and Leg Ferdinand in 
attack with Steve McManaman 
behind them. 

The error was tacitly admit- 
ted when be asked Sheringham 
to play in a deeper role at the 
start of the second half, bur was 


my performance." 

Dublin was also upbeat, but 
his constant reference to fibb- 
ing “great to wear the white shirt 

of Eng land" betrayed a belief 
that he did not really belong - 
in stark contrast to Owen, who 
was only surprised at being 


be can give u that it was second- 
hand." How this is likely to af- 
fect 'Whistler's tourist trade 
remains to be seen. 

“I think FIS clarification ear- 
ly on in these Games would cer- 
tainly have helped everybody," 
sard Letheren, an IOC member, 
with painstaking diplomacy. 

However you view the 
Olympics’ youngest sport, you 
cannot accuse it of being low 
profile. Austria’s world champ- 
ion, Martin Freinademetz, was 
thrown out of the Games yes- 
terday after a party during 
which furniture was broken 
and a hotel switchboard was put 
out of action after a can of beer 
was thrown over it 

Freinademetz was among 
the guests at die snowboarders’ 
boteL the Shig-Kogen Prince, 
who were involved in a drunk- 
en party in the lobby. “We bad 
a party, we bad fun, something 
got broken," said Freinademetz, 
a 28-year-old known as The Ter- 
minator because of his aggres- 
sive racing style. “It's not cool, 
but it happens." 

Although local officials were 
not keen to press charges, Aus- 
trian officials felt differently and 
withdrew the accreditation of 
Freinademetz. who finished sev- 
enth in Sunday’s slalom event. 

Freinademetz, who later 
apologised and offered to pay 
for any damage, rounded off his 
night of fun with a brief spin in 
an official snowmobile. 

His qualities as a future role 
model for the sport look ques- 
tionable, but Letheren yesteiday 
expressed the opinion that Re- 
bagliati, who she said had han- 
dled himself extremely weD in 
difficult circumstances, now had 
a “real opportunity" to demon- 
strate leadership within the sport. 

“We are concerned that this 
ruling could send out a mixed 
message to young people," 
Letheren said. “We know mar- 
ijuana is a drug wfakfr many peo- 
ple use, but our information is 
that this is not a problem in 
snowboarding at the filite lev- 
el. Guys like Ross can stand up 
and say: Tt isn’t part of ft’." 

Perhaps be w3L But don't 
hold your breath. 



Cool customer: Switzerland’s Gian Sim men skis his way to gold in the halfpipe event yesterday 


Britain hope to add bronze to tattoos 


THE British women's curling 
team were not regarded as like- 
ly medallists at these IStb Win- 
ter Games, but they have now 
put themselves into a position 
where they are just one victoiy 
away from a bronze. 

Such was the commitment of 
Britain’s Scottish quartet that 
three of them - skipper Kirsty 
Hay, Katie Loudon and Fiona 
Bayne, had made their Olympic 
ambitious tangible by having tat- 
toos of the Olympic rings ap- 
plied to their backsides. 

Jackie Lockhart, who did not 
feel moved to do the same 
thing, said yesterday. “The tat- 
toos were Very discreet’, mea- 
suring one centimetre by three 
centimetres.” 

Asked if there was any like- 
lihood that these tattoos would 
see the tight, of day, perhaps If 
the British quartet made sure of 
a medal by winning Saturday’s 
semi-final, she replied: “Yes, we 
can hope.” Whether the hoping 
was connected to the results or 
the tattoos was not clear. 

Britain's medal hopes in the 


curling competition had ap- 
peared to rest with the men's 
team of Dougie Diyburgh, 
Ronnie Napier, and brothers 
Philip and Peter Wilson. But 
they were left hoping that for- 
tunes would go their way on the 

final day after mixed fortunes 
yesterday. A 9-5 victory over the 
hosts in the morning was fol- 
lowed by a 4-7 defeat by the Eu- 
ropean champions, Germany. 

It means that Britain must 
win their final match with the 
USA today and hope that the 


Perth, drew the last stone of the 
last end into the house to secure 
two points and a semi-final 
place. “We are delighted to 
have got this far," Hay said. “We 
do not have any preferences for 
the semi-finals. Against Cana- 
da it would be tough but we had 
a reasonable game against 
them. The semi-finals are dif- 
ferent anyway because every 
team is a little bit more nervous 
and the expectations on Cana- 
da are huge. I think we are in 
as good a position as we could 


team above them in fourth * have hoped for.’ 


place, Sweden, lose. Thai would 
give them the opportunity to 
progress to Saturday’s semi-fi- 
nal by way of a play-off. 

The women, however, are 
safe in fourth place, having se- 
cured their, fourth win with a 
6-5 decision over Germany. 
The other semi-finalists are 
Canada, Sweden and Denmark. 

The game against Germany 
was a tight affair with Britain al- 
lowing a 4-2 lead to turn into a 
4-5 deficit before Hay, a 26- 
year-old medical sales rep from 


Those sentiments were 
echoed by Lockhart. “The men 
got more publicity then us be- 
forehand but if people had 
looked at our record they would 
have seen that we have played 
well at world championship 
leveL 

“We started slowly in this 
tournament, gradually settling 
to the ice, but we were quietly 
confident hopefully we will be 
peaking at just the right time.” 

Britain's sole figure skater at 
these Games, Steven Cousins, 


WonMfiV pm Bmin a ry round: Chkn 3 
Sweden T.Urtied States V JfcpsnfcGns- 
da 4 Finland 2. 


NORDIC SKIING 
Men's 10km crest-country datsfcal 

1 BJom DMhlto p*>rj Z7trin MSsac — 

2 Markus Gandler (Aut) 27:325 — — 

3 UDa Myfiyfiae (Fn) 27:401 

4VJ3mimw (Kazak,) 27!4S); ST Ategawd 
(Nor) 27:48.1 ; 6 J Mae (Eat) Z756D; 7 E 
Jevna (Nort 27:5&7; 8 A \feerpaki (Eat) 
2ft0a7i9SSwrtssn(Nor) 2BCX15; IDS 
Runer (If) 2Brt55 

Women's iota" cross-country punmfc 

1 Larissa Lazutina (Rus) 46mtn OfiBsac 

2 Olga Danflow (Rus) AW*—-. 

3 Ktata Mflumswww (Cz ftepl 46:1*2 

si’taanwkoTtesfa (Uta)48;izi;5SBeF 
mondo (H) 6 J Tchepalma (Rus) 

46284; 7 N Gwryfiock (Bus) 48*93; 8 
A Mow-Giidon (Nor) 47:04ft 9 B Mar- 
tinson (Nor) 47:fW: 10 B Afereeht (&*B) 
47:116. 


SNOWBOARDING 

Haff-fripefoafe 

Man 

1 (Ban Simmon (Swit) 8&2pt£ -- 

2 Daniel Franck (Not? 824 

3 Rrjs Pmm (USA) 823 

4 F Rotifer 7&7; 5 G Ctiestao 


4 J Bos (Netfi) 1:4375; S K C Boutiette 
(US} 1 3Q04: 0 M Heranan (Netty ? SCL31 ; 
7 H Noake (Japan) 15049; 8 T Aoyana- 
gi (Japan) 15068: 8 C Brouw (Go) 
1 -.5096: 10 A Anufriyento (Rus) 15099. 


783; fi J Sodortinst (Sure) 778: 7 S 
Kthbeig <Fti) 7Bfi;8MMchBkhuck (Cart) 


MEDALS TABLE 

G S 


78tt 

Woman 

1 Nlcote Thojrt (Gcr) 746 pts ....... 

2 Stine Bnm KJektea* (Nor) 742- 

3 Shannon Durei (US) 728 


4 G-Baft Bumsfcto (US) 726; 5 M Ricker 

(Can) 7U;SMH«so (Fin) 706:7 JJcw- 
«aon (Sws) 659: 8 J Vbara (Sw>) 627. 


SPEED SKATING 

Mol’S 1500m 

1 Aadm Sondrte (Nor) Iran 4787sec _ 


a ms Poatms (KteWi^aO--— . — ~ 
3 »m|s Rttama (NMh) 1:4862 — 


Germany 

Russia 

G 

. — —4 





J*|vm 

United States „ 

2. 

— ._2 





ButaaHe 


France 

IW v . 


Austria ,^- v 


Czech Republic 

0 

JQ 

Betarus 

0 

Belgium — . — 

a 


TIMETABLE 

TODAY (times GMT) 

Alplna skSng: Menls downhS 0115; Uerta 
combktod downhi 0900. 

Curling: Marts save) Oh round: Gt Britain 
v tinted States 0500; Japan v German}' 
0500; Su c ti o n v Switzerland 0800; Nor- 
way v Canada 0500; tie break (if neces- 
sary) 1000. Women’s seventh round: 
United States v Japan 0000; Denmark v 
Norway 0000; « Bftail v Sweden gcujl; 
Canada v Germany 0000; to brook (if nec- 
essary) 1000 

Figure skating: Ice rtondng compLteory 

iooa 

los hockey: Mart final round: United 
States v Sweden 0545; Canada v Qual- 
fieri 0345; FrtaxtvGwchnepublc 0545; 
QuaSter 2 v Russia 094$. 

Lug« Monk doubles OSOO 

Nordic combined; 90m tedvduai ski 

(tanping 0030 

Spaed staling; Wfeman e soom first round 
0730 


Alpine skiing: Merfe suparG IMS (Fri): 
VWamertfc do wrtii OMB 


was eventually marginalised- 

So far the quoted judgement by 

Gordon Strachan, his manager 
at Coventry, that he could be an 
“mternational-dass centre-half 

but only a decent centre- 
forward” is half right. 

Owen is more likely to be 
persevered with. His pace and 


^Morocco and Be&m * 

Morocco. There are also some 

B tr^- df o T : 

w01 play a large part mthefate 
of individuals. Thelxkesof 

Redknapp, Les “ d 
aand, Merson and Andy Cole 
will need to stay fir if they are 
t o seize a piece when ae^ad 


alertness made fain a constan « ^ . named on 2 June, 

threat. He created several half- howeve r, tt will be 

chances for others and was un- 


lucky not to score bimself- 
Hodtfle, who has now capped 39 
players and called up 50, said 


Once again, however, 
Gascoigne’s fitness-mental and 
physical- which will be under 


most scrutiny. 


Salas ‘turned down* 
by English clubs 


By Alan Nixon 


MARCELO SALAS, Chile’s 
Wembley hero, could have 
come to England for half the 
£12m being paid by Lazio, it 
emerged yesterday. 

Long before Manchester 
United expressed an interest in 
him, the agent Tony Henry was 
in negotiations to bring Salas to 
England. “Blackburn had their 
chance for months," be said 
“Salas wanted to come to Eng- 
land and would have gone to 
Blackburn immediately. The 
price at the time was £5m and 
Salas was looking for £400, (XX) 
a year, which is only average 
Premier League money.” 

Henry said he alerted Tot- 
tenham and Everton when 
Blackburn pulled out, but met 
with little interest 

Salas's international team- 
mate Javier Margas is a target 
for Sheffield Wednesday. The 
club’s manag er, Rod Atkinson, 
has made a £1.8m bid for the 
experienced centre-half, who 
plays for Univereidad Catolica. 

Middlesbrough have signed 
the Colombian international 
striker Hamilton Ricard for 
£2m from Deportivo Cali, sub- 
ject to awork permit, on afour- 
and-a-half year contract 


The new Scottish Premier- 
ship was finally given the seal of 

approval yesterday at Hampden 

park. The 30 lower division 
clubs took less than an hour to 
allow the top 10 to leave the 
Scottish League at the end of 
this season. With each of the top 
10 having four votes, against the 
two for First Division clubs 
and one for each Second and 
Third Division dubs, there was 
little doubt about the outcome 
- and the vote reflected that, 
with 58 votes for and 20 ag ains t 
the breakaway! 

Crystal Palace’s interest in 
signing the Aston Villa mid- 
fielder Sasa Curcic has been 
held up by the Serb’s recent 
nose operation. Steve Coppell, 
the Palace manager, is waiting 
for Curcic to return to tr aining 
before making a firm offer. 

Bir mingham City are on the 
verge of persuading their cap- 
tain Steve Bruce to spend the 
rest of his playing career at St 
Andrew’s. The 37-year-old de- 
fender is out of contract in the . 
summer and negotiations over 
a new 12-month deal are now 
in progress. 

Southampton have made a 
£L5m bid to sign the striker Ahm 
Armstrong from Stockport 
County. 


(Pakistan 


Fax fracas leads to departure of 
Roberts from Huish hot seat 


Non-League notebook 


By Rupert Metcalf 


Photograph: AFP 


finished sixth in the first section 
of his competition - the short 
programme - marred only by 
one slight stumble. 

Cousins has given himself 
the chance to finish in a re- 
spectable position following to- 
morrow’s concluding freestyle 
programme. “It felt great." he 
said. “I was so happy to be out 
there giving it my best" 

Cousins, who was disap- 
pointed with his seventh place 
at the European Champion- 
ships, had vowed to take risks 
here at what will be bis last 
Olympics- But he was only able 
to produce a triple-double com- 
bination last night, while the top 
four managed back-to-back 
triples. 

Cousins' training partner, 
Elvis Stojko, seeking an Olympic 
gold to add to his world titles, 
ted the standings after receiving 
one perfect six. But he fades 
tough competition from the 
American challenger Todd El- 
dredge and the Russians, Alex - 1 
ei Yagudin and Ilia Kulik. 

Mike Rowbottom 


THE FINAL and most bizarre 
victim of the war of words be- 
tween Stevenage Borough and 
Newcastle United was Graham 
Roberts, who unto this week was 
the manager of Yeovil Tbwn. 

The former Tottenham and 
England defender has lost his job 
at the ambitious Somerset dub 
because of his alleged involve- 
ment in sending a controversial 
fax to St James’ Park prior to 
Newcastle’s acrimonious EA 
Cup fourth-round replay against 
Stevenage last week. 

The fax, which found its way 
into the Hertfordshire team’s 
dressing-room, was apparently 
on Yeovil Tbwn headed paper 
and reportedly contained dis- 
paraging comments about Ste- 
venage. It allegedly said: “We 
are not all arseholes in the 
Vauxhall Conference." 

When the news of the fax 
broke, Yeovil’s first reaction was 
to suspend Roberts for 14 days. 


John Fry, their chairman, said: 
"Wb strive hard to represent our 
club, our town, our league and 
our sport in a professional and 
courteous manager. Matters..; 
that impinge on our good, rep- 
utation are mailers for disci-, 
plinary action.” 

Fry added that Yeovil' were 
keen to “distance themselves to- 
tally” from the rude remarks in , 
the fax and on Wednesday it was 
revealed that Roberts was leav- 
ing the dub “with immediate ef- 
fect". His departure is likely to 
lead to the loss of several key 
players who, like Roberts, live 
in London, where training ses- - 
sions were held. The coach, . 
Colin Lippiatt, will take charge 
of the team at Hayes tomorrow. 

Roberts, who has also man- 
aged Enfield, joined Yeovil in r 
1995 and took them to the Ids' 
League title and promotion to 
the Conference last season^ 
Prior to moving to Huish Paris'., 
as player-manager, he was with 
Stevenage, who upset Yeovil by. 
delaying the release of his play-. '■ 
ing registration. 
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M art in allowed to use buggy 


By Andy Farrell 


IMBvtSkm time*: BBC2 0745445, 1230- 
W4Q 1900-2030; BBC1 01060230 Eu- 
roaport 34-hour coverage 
TOMORROW 


OMfrcountry efcftn Marts 'Bkm fmrayte 

pwwnooua 

Nonflc combined: Individual 0053- 

COuntryOUXL 

Spaed akatlng: Wbmarfc 500m second 
race 0730. 

Figure staling: Mate liw pR&anme «oa 
loo hockey: Mecfe final round: QuaHer 1 
v tinted Stetes D 0545; Sweden y Cana- 
da 094& Women: Japan v Sweden 0300; 

Finland v CNna 0700; Canada v Untied 
States noa 

Bobstetgli: IWo-man. first run OGOQ 
Curling: Marts and womenb tetanic 
games 0000; Womafe wmi-finafa 0500; 
Mwi serrt-ftnais OQOQ 
Tedevtsten times: B6C1 0S50-1Q40, igas, 
1 355, H3Q 31600330; BUGS XW0-O35 
MO-MSS Eurosporl «-hcir coverage 


CASEY MARTIN, the 25-year- 
old American golfer who suffers 
from a degenerative circulato- 
ry condition in his lower right 
leg which prevents him from be- 
ing able to walk 18 holes, has 
won the right to use a buggy in 
competition. However, the 

Open may stfll be dosed to him. 

The landmark ruling, hand- 
ed down by the US Magistrate 
Tom Coffin in Martin’s home 
town of Eugene, Oregon, 
means he can use a cart in US 
PG A and Nike Tour events. Bur 
the ruling only applies to Mar- 
tin, and to the PGA Tour, 
which Martin took to court un- 
der the Americans with Dis- 
abilities Act. 

Given the disparate gov- 
erning bodies in the game, it will 
still be a while before Martin 
can ride a buggy in a major 
championship. Should he try to 
qualify for the US Open or the 
Open Championship, be will 
have to w alk 


Although the US Golf As- 
sociation is reviewing its condi- 
tions in light of the judgement, v 
David Fay, its executive direc- 
tor, had stated that they wflluot 
change the entry conditions for 
the US Open, which require 
competitors to walk. 

However, the Royal and An- 
cient secretary, Michael Bonal- 
lack, said there would be no 
review for the regulations gov- 
en ung the Open Championship, 
which state thar “players shall 
walk at an times during a stipu- 
lated round unless permitted to 
ride by the Champio nship Com- 
mittee". 

“Everyone has tremendous 
sympathy for Casey Martiijj” 
Bonallack said. “There are a lot 
of competitions where a play- 
er may use a buggy , but the 
Open is the ultimate test and 

walking is a part of that. 

“The case in America was 
brought by a player against his 
•association under their em- 
ployment laws. None of /the. 
players are employed by the 
R&A, orthe Open Champion- 
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may pay 

of failure 


Dbnelc Pringle . 

- reports from Ftort of Span 

PLAN B, or not Plan B? That 
is the question. BuUwith E ng - 

larid hoping Ip p i ay an 
changed side in today’s third 
. Ttetagainst'tbe Wtist Indies, mi- 
nor suTgsiy is required if Eng- 
fand are to recover and gel back 

m the series. 

Today’s Ttst win be Michael 
; Atherton’s 49th as England 
captain;. It is also one of ihe 
njdst.tmpqrtant of his career 
'Win it and the last minute 
U-turn he made to stay on last 
September will begin to seem 
the right decision. Lose it and 
the' remaining three matches 
win seem Uke.purgatoiy. 

. Monday’s stinging defeat 

has ncyt lain lightly on Atherton 

and; when he was eventually 

j able to drag himself out of his 

room, the next day, he cm a for- 
lornj^ure by the hotel pool. 
Sipping ah orange squash he sat 
fora full 20 minutes shaking his 
headache recalled the enormity 
of England’s reverse. 

. . Yet, if Atherton has proved 
anjlhingoverhis career, it is that 
be is resilient beyond compare 
and* following a team meeting 
-where “nobody hid behind anv- 
• firing" and everyone “got things 
into th& open," he fell his side 
would rebound, despite playing 
thfe Test on the same ground. 

“It was important to have a 
couple of days off," said Ather- 
ton before practice yesterday. 
“It was one of the most drain- 
ing Test matches I've ever 


played in. N,.,t onlv was it un- 
usually hot it was’ tense, too. 

edo? ff 51011 Was 00 a knife 
d a e. After the wav wc lost it 

was important to clear the mind 
and get away from the ground 
and the cricket. 

“We've learned a harsh les- 
son, hut it's better to learn it 
now while there are four Tests 
|0 go, than if it was Lhe decider 
in a month’s time. Test match- 
es simply don’t fall into your lap 
and I think we got to a stage 
where we just presumed we’d 
wn- 1 don’t believe we bottled 
it. Wc just didn't play with 
enough conviction.” 

One of the problems in los- 
mg a jpuclling Test match is that 
the- tired limbs and bruises, 
which tend to miraculously van- 
ish, after victory, suddenly begin 
to niggle away. Indeed, if the 
rain that has skirted Port of 
Spain over the last few days re- 
cedes and the hot weather re- 
turns, it will be interesting to see 
how much the 30-year-old 
bowlers in both sides cope, es- 
pecially in the second innings. 

In the last match Angus 
Fraser was not onlv England's 
trump card, he held all the 
aces as well. But if the other 
bowlers will probably not bowl 
as poorly again. England should 
be bold and play an extra front- 
line bowler instead of Jack 
Russell. Depending on how the 
pitch scrubs up this morning; ci- 
ther Ashley Cowan or Robert 
Croft ought to play. 

There is little doubt dial 
Russell, England’s wicketkeep- 
er, has been harshly treated in 
the past. But although he has 


Pakistan request Test delay 


PAKISTAN have asked fora de- 
lay tb today's scheduled start of 
their first Test against South 
Africa in Johannesburg fol- 
lowing the muggings outside the 
tourists’ hotel of Mohammad 
Akram and Saqlain Mushlaq. 

The United Cricket Board of 
South Africa’s managing direc- 
tor, Ali Bacher, said he would 
discuss the request to postpone 
the start “for maybe one day, 
two days" with his colleagues. 

The Pakistanis say injuries 
sustained by the strike howler 
Mohammad, who was with 
Northamptonshire last season, 
and the Surrey off-spinner 
Saqlain have left the team with 
only 10 fit players and three 
bowlers from their squad of 15. 

The two players were at- 


Sporting Digest 


lacked outside their liotel in Lhe 
wealthy Johannesburg suburb of 
Sandton on Wednesday night. 
Mohammad sprained his ankle, 
suffered a bad cut to his right 
hand and took a Wow to the ribs, 
and Saqlain hurt his neck after 
falling to the ground in the tus- 
sle. Pakistan already bad three 
players, including their captain 
Rashid Latif, out with injuries. 

Any postponement would 
cause problems with, television, 
sponsorship and licensing rights 
while thousands of rickets for 
Lhe match have been sold. 

Rashid, who replaced the 
controversially sacked Wasim 
Akram as captain, has said he 
will not allow his team on to the 
Geld today if the two bowlers’ in- 
juries mean they are unfit to play. 


Dressage equality for disabled 

Equestrianism 


JO JACKSON, who won three 
gold medals at the 1996 Rara- 
:4yropic Games, is delighted to 
have the chance of competing in 
September’s National Dressage 
Championships at Stonelcigh, 
writes Genevieve Murphy. 

The opportunity comes 
through a new competition in 
which British Dressage Ltd 
(now independent of its former 
parent. The British Horse So- 
ciety) has linked up with the 
Riding for the Disabled Asso- 
ciation. Known as the Strongid 
PBrirish Dressage RDA Cham- 
pionship, the contest will have 
five qualifying events leading up 
to the Stonelcigh firral- 

“ ll win be fantastic to he un- 
der the same umbrella as the 
top dressage riders." Jackson 
sard yesterday, w hen she and fel- 


low members of the Paralympic 
team celebrated the launch of 
the new contest. 

Last year Jackson lost her 
one and only horse - “It was at 
5.15 on 12 September, the time 
and date are etched on my 
memoiy" - when the gelding. 
Jake, died of a heart attack. 
Helped bv the unflagging Desi 
Dillingham, chairman of British 
Dressage, she is now on the 
brink of acquiring both a new 
hoise and a sponsor. 

Jake was not insured, but it 
is intended that the new horse 
will be fully covered by the 
prospective sponsors from ACE 
Insurance. The company is plan- 
ning to offer her a package 
which would include commission 
for each of their policies placed 
through British Equestrian In- 
surance Brokers. Another spon- 
sor is expected to buy the horse. 


been kept waiting for 18 
months, Russell's 50lh Test was 
not one to he immortalised on 
canvas. 

For ortcc, despite the risks in- 
herent in lengthening the tail, 
the means justify theend. Psy- 
chologically, England need a 
boost. When you lose a Test af- 
ter dominating all but two 
morning sessions, it is inevitable 
that you feci mentally ham- 
strung, and England know they 
are unlikely to put together a 
better sequence of play against 
this opposition again in the se- 
ries. Bringing in new blood of- 
fers renewed hope and possihly 
a different lack. 

In any case, the pitch, slight- 
ly damp at the moment - it was 
flooded after the previous 
match and with overcast weath- 
er about has not completely 
dried - has been better prepared 
than its predecessor, which was 
far grassier. 

According to Bryan Davis, 
the pitch supervisor here, bat- 
ting will he tricky at first, with 
the pitch playing at its best nn 
the second and third days. Un- 
less England win the toss and 
bowl the West Indies out cheap- 
ly, they will need all the bowl- 
ing they can get. 

However. Atherton and 
David Lloyd, conscious that 
the remainder of the squad 
have had perilously little crick- 
et. are intending (o piay an un- 
changed side. Adam Hoilinakc. 
undcrbowled since recovering 
from his shoulder injury, will 
hove a late fitness test on a sore 
back. If he fails it, either Mark 
Butcher or Mark Ramprakash 
will bat at Nob. 

By rights it should not he the 
only change and, whenever an 
imbalance has been created in 
the past, it is Russell's head that 
has tended to end up in the bas- 
ket. And, rightly or wrongly, it 
has become a natural cut. 

But if both teams look well 
balanced it is England who 
need to win. or at the veiy worst 
draw, this Test. Mathematical 
possibilities may exist, but to 
leave Trinidad 2-0 down is an 
equation even Einstein would 
probably not care to resolve. 

If Atherton has ever har- 
boured aspirations of becoming 
a gambler, now is the time to 
start. 

WEST INDIES (probable): S L CamptieB, 


S C WBams, B V Lara (captv C L Hooper, 
S ChandopauL J C Adams, D Wiliams (wktL 
CEL Ambrose, K C G Benjamin NAM 
McLaan, C A WaJah. 

ENGLAND (probable): M A Alherton icaplL 
A J Stewart. J P Crawley. N Hussain. G P 
TJrarpft A J Hottoake. R C Russel iwktt A 
R Cadrfck. D W Hearsay. ARC Fraser, P C 
R TufneL 


Basketball 

NEUL-Chcago92av*fc*e9Q: DstrUSfikU- 
waiAee 83: Indiana tto Mam> W: Ptiilaet- 
ptsa 91 Danas 90. Orlando 96 Mnnesota 89; 
Seattle 106 San Amono 05: wa ste i g lcn TO 
LA Clppere 04; LA Lakers 105 Gotten Slate 
sa 

Bowls 

FIRST TEST (Sydney): En^and 3 Aus&ala 
Q TWptes: J Otnwray A Atom*. A Thomson 
M K Kefkow, S Glasson. M Jacobsen 3-4 
3-2 5-4 6-4. Pairs: Afcock Thtmson bl 
Itokow Glasson 1 TO 6-3 4-5 9-3 7-S angtess 
Oneway bi Jacobsen 7-2 7-4 7-L 

Boxing 

A minor hand injury to the World Bat- 
ing Council super-middflewetght 
champion Thtdane Maknga, of South 
Africa, has set back his title defence 
in Telford with Richie Wbodhal from 
28 February to 27 March. 

A new tournament designed to revive 
smal-hal booting was bunched in Lon- 
don yesterday- Fifteen British pro- 
moters win stage the UK Masters 
Oamprartship beginning in ApriL SSx- 
teen fighters wB compete in each di- 
viaon with the competition, lasting a 
year, comprising prefimriary_ bouts, 
quarter and seni-finals aid tO-round 
finale to be held in Manchester and 
London. 

Cricket 

Glamorgan have decided to experi- 
ment with a Jate start in one of their 
County Championship matches this 
summer to see rf they can attract more 
— — rtors to Anas session The first 

days of their match against 
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Newcastle’s wonder kid, Jon Wilkinson 


Photograph: Raoul Dixon/North News 


Clubs prove a point in court 


THE Rugby Football Union's 
provocative attempt to secure 
immunity from the Restrictive 
Trade Practices Act has h-*en 
rejected by the High ...-urt, 
much to the relief ot Eng- 
land’s professional clubs. The 
decision is likely drastically to 
weaken the governing body’s 
authority over the Premier- 
ship teams, who are now in a 
stronger position to challenge 
the RFTJs virtual monopoly on 
broadcasting rights and fight 
any attempt to buy interna- 
tional players out of their club 
contracts. 

English First Division Rug- 
by, the top clubs' umbrella or- 
ganisation, joined forces with the 
Office of Fair Trading to chal- 
lenge the RFLTs initiative and 
force it to register ail agreements 


Lacestershre in Cartfff in June will be- 
gsn an hoir later, at noon. 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD (Four-day matches): 
Adelaida (third day): vooila 442 (or 4 dec 
IMTG Eton 122. B J Hodge nsroi: South 
Auseala 205 (G S Btewefi m. D W Flaming 
6-35) ana 3i0 lor 8 Owen 97) Hobart (sec- 
ond day): Queensland T75 (M W Ragway 4- 
44i Tasmania 275 toi S (D F 1-Bs 72 DC Boon 
52. HJ TuAer 5£ B/endm Cioavay 4-51) 

Football 

Bristol City have signed Southarrptorte 
Norwegian striker Stig Johansen on 
a months loan. 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP Fifth-round 
daw: Everton v KkJ Ctty or Ipswich Town: 
Chelsea v Queens Park Hanwro or BkKttwn 
Rowere: Paertxjfourti Utd ir Creue Ateandra: 
Aroenal v Mddesbrough or Leeds Uid 
AFRICAN NATIONS' CLIP [Burkina 
Group B: Tuisa 2 (Simane St Tlemcari : . 
Denwait Ffeputficd Congo 1 tQWmrtayl 36) 
WEDNESDAYS LATE RESULTS: Interna- 
tional friendly: England 0 Ode 2 (Sates 4& 
pen 79) (at MtantHaysfijdiuntJ. B Intemofional 
friendly: Rqxidc of Ireland B0 Northern Ire- 
land B 1 (OBoyla 4^ (at JoAa Part DubHnt 
African Naflons' Cup Group A (Ouagadou- 
gou, Burkina Faso): Butdna Faso 2 (Oue- 
tkoago 6 & S Tracre 77) Algeria 1 (Sa* pen 
B0). Group C (Bobo Pfoulmo). tvury 
1 (Ouattara BH) South Africa 1 (MduUepen 
6) ItaOen Lrogue: Bologna 4 {Kotyuanov £ 
7R Bagcpo pen 35. 75) Ban 3©reBsan 3S B& 
Vb^k 56): Brescta 1 [Savkio 7D) Juwntus 1 (l> 
zagM5l); FbrBRtina 1 (Babstuta 43) hamazh 
anate 1 (Bma*Jo26l; Lazio 3 (Naavad *sa 
Gottanf 30) Empofl 1 (Cappeire 33): Lacca 

1 (Atelan 7Bi Roma 3 (Bafco pen43.DiBla- 
90 4a Gaifiai 85) . Mten 0 Utfinese 0; Napoa 

2 (Tiarwii pen 4a Stopk 52) Vicenza D; Par- 
ma 1 (Crespo pen 12) Piacenza 1 (Buso 27): 
Sampoorta 2 (Mbajbin: 65. Boghossun 77) 
Atabnta 0 Laarifeg positions: 1 Juventus 
0045): 2 Wfli (20-41); 3 Laze CO-38); 4 Lk* 
nasa (S 0-381 Dutch League: PSV BncJhoven 
A (Zenden 26, 61 Oerter 3R Mte 69) UtracM 
1 (Bcolh B) Dutch Ctbmird round; NEC 14 

en 1 Heerermen 1 Fdyenoord 2 Gronin- 
0: Ajax 5 Rada JC Karkrade 0. Spanish 
cup quarter'-lliials second leg: Menda 0 
Barcelona 3 tegg: 0-9; Deportivo La Coruna 
0 Alavss 0 (agp: i-SJ. Poruigueae Cup qtar- 
ter-flnal roplay: Benfica 1 GK Vicente Q 
League of Wales Okbert Cup roniHtnal Brat 
leg: Cwmbran 1 Barry 4. Prats a Journal 


with the OFT. “All wc want to 
establish is that the RFU Is not 
above the law of the land." said 
Peter Wheeler, the former Eng- 
land hooker and current Leieev 
ter ehief executive. 

Yesterday. Doug Ash, the 
new ehief executive of both 
EFDR and the English Rugby 
Partnership, the joint RFU- 
EFDR administrative body- 
said: “We are not surprised at 
the outcome because Ihe RFU 
had no grounds. We believe this 
situation should be veiy open 
and the Restrictive Practices 
Court is there to ensure that 
agreements can be scruti- 
nised." 

The Welsh Rugby Union 
has come out in support of the 
under-fire European Rugby 
Cup Ltd and its attempts to 


Golf 

AUSTRALIAN MASTERS (IMbOume) 
Leading first-round scores (Aus untoss 
dated): S3 B Hughes. 6SR Rwssal (GB£B6 


M Qoggln. S Appleby 87 M O'Meara i. 

D Chopra (SweL A Bonhomme. 68 RAtarv 
by. T Cardan. 69 M Brooks (US) R Gtoson 
(Cant M Aten N O'Ham A Painter. M Cain 
70 R Kartason (Swat F Nobro (NZl P De- 
venport (NZl P Lorarct S Laycock. T Pnca, 
J Wbodand, J Senden D Bransdon D 
R yp 

ALFRED DUWfiLL PGA (Joharaiestxsd, 
SA) Loading first-round scores: 67 PM- 
fteck (GB) 68 C Rocca Cfi. A Forsbrand (Swe). , 


77 G 


i Cup fourth round: Boston UH 7 At- 
nlUnMb First Division Cup third 
round: Farstey 0 Lrteotn Utd 3 Pontkis 
League PremterDMiiomAatanVaa 2 Trarv 
mere 2: Brmincriam 4 Liverpool 1: Blackburn 
3 Preston 2. Ftrst DIvtNon: Bolton 2 Leaees- 
ter 2: HuddarsSeki 2 Grimsby 0; OBhem 0 fW 
Vais 2: Vltesi Brarawich D Notts County t Sec- 
ond DMstotc Stockport 5 Bradfard Chy 2; 
Wnaham 0 Barratry i; York i UncobiOfyL 
Third Dhrtsiorc Doncaster 0 Wten 0. WfiteaJ 
1 Scarborouai K Na«castiB2Burya Avon 
tesunmee CambtamDan ftnt DMtim: 
Brighton ocharen 7; Swindon 0 Sauhamm 
V Ins Timas FA Youth Cup tourtii mMt 
Ponsrncxjtfi 1 Chefeaa 3. 


(Den). M MoUand (GB), T van der WaH (SAL 
P aife (SwrtL rt F Howtey (Hep Irfl. A WM 
(GB). D G a mmon (SAL B Uddta (SAL G Lev 
enson (SA). N Pnca (Zm). R Goosen (SAL 
S Wfeteter (GB) I Hutchre (SAJ. J Sandrti 
(SweL c WMafelw (SAL 72 J Remesy (RL S 
Pappns (SA) G Norman (Ausl C Dovfeon (SA) 
L-W Zhix] (Chi 73 J van der Uekfe (Ft\ M 
Gortaria (nl 74 G Chalmers (Ausl, R Bums 
(Rap ml B Lincoln (SAL J Lomas (GBL C 
Kemps (SAL A Pit® (US) A Cejka (fieri. 75 
J Hawiies (SAL R Drummond (GB), W 
Schulte (SAL 76 A Sandywel (GBL J Beta 
(SA) V PhBps (GBL P Stmmore ( 

Nctdaus (USL 76 R Deriraen (Nelhi I ( 

(GB) T Sctey ISM. B Otl (US) 79 W 1 
ner (SA) 83 J te (SAL Withdrawn; 

I Garbo (Spl 

Lome KeSy, the Scottish intematton- 
aL maintained his fcxr-stiote lead wfih 
a 73 in the Strohesaver La Manga Mas- 
ters ir Spain yesterday, despite an ao- 
detent on his way to the course n 
which his car overturned 
5TR0KESAVER LA MANGA MASTERS 
Leading third-round scores (GB or lit un- 
leas staled); 213 L Katy 73 68 73 217 R 
Lalftam 73 Tl 73 21B M tong 71 75 72.219 
P Home 75 73 Tl 221 A L Sana (Sp) 75 73 
73; G Wolstettx*ne78 73 75 222 DWnendgo 
7S 75 71 225 C Rodgerc 73 75 77: Q Fm » 
78 75. 

Hockey 

Tarnrtr Dar, a member of Pakistani 1968 
Oympic gold medaLwinring team, has 
end wwi; who was 50, haf been suf- 
fering from efiabetes and other health 
profctems. Tanvir came from a suc- 
cessful hockey-playing tamrfy with 
two brothers also winning Olympic 
□old medals for Pakistan - Munir at 
toe 7960 Rome Games and Taucpr In 
T9B4 at Los Angetes. 

Motor racing 

The Belgian Grand Prix appears 
doomed after an appeal court ruing 
upheld legislation banning afl tobac- 
co advertising and sponsorship from 
next yean FLA, Formula Ora's gov- 
erning body, warned test month that 


ensure the future of both the 
European Cup and Conference 
competitions. 

While the top 12 English 
clubs have announced their 
intention to boycott the Euro- 
pean Cup next season, the 
WRU has given its backing to 
both events. 

“The Welsh Rugby Union is 
fully supportive of European 
Rugby Cup Ltd in its organi- 
sation of European rugby com- 
petitions.” the WRU chairman. 
GlanmorGriffilhs, said. “The 
Union will totally support both 
European Cup and Conference 
events and will endeavour to 
promote a structured season 
that will be seen to be to the 
benefit of all interested par- 
lies." 

Chris Hewett 


this yeark race, scheduled tor 30 Au- 
gust at Spa Francocchampa. waJd be 
canceled Lrtess the sport was grant- 
ed a special exemption. China and 
South Africa are on standby to stage 
the raca 

Rugby League 

A new organisation, XIU ACTF. has 
been set up in France to press tor a 
genuinely Ranch cfcb - based to Parte 
or Bordeaux - to be restored to Su- 
per League. It has also lodged an ap- 
pficatton with the Prefecture of Pofice 
n Paris for tha retun of funds con- 
fiscated by the Vichy government and 
to rugby niton when rugby 
was suppressed 50 years 

aga 

Rugby Union 

WALES A (v England A, Wetford Road, 20 
February, 7 JO): K Morgan (Ffamypridd); G 
Wyatt (rontypridd). N Boohyor (UaneBL D 
James (RnypritiUL N Waft or (CanSIfi; B 
Hayward (EbowV&al A Moore (Rfchmand). 
A Griffiths (Pontypridd). G Jsnkina 
(SuanseaL C Anthony (Swanaaai. S Moor* 
(MoseteyL A P Moore iSwansajL M Lloyd 
(Pontypridd). K Jonas (EUm Vtea captl C 
Wyatt (UaneS). Raptecements: J Lewis 
(Porisypndd). C Warim* (UanefiL H Harries 
(Hariw^iisj. i Boobyor (NealhL c Qutenall 
(FticnmondL N Eynon (Pontypridd). R 
Mcprydo (UanotiL 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER. 

46.51 

The percentage of football 
fans for whom the Spice 
Girls would be least 
favoured to record Eng- 
land^ World Cup anthem, 
according to an brternet 
pod The Lightning Seeds 
with Skinner and Backfel 
were the most popular 
choice, with 13195 per cent 


Taste of the 

big time for 
Wilkinson 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett. 

And they call Michael Owen 
precocious. Clive Woodward, 
ihe England coach, yesterday 
launched his challenge for the 
1998 John Prescotir 

Chumbawamba Award for ser- 
vices io youth culture by calling 
Jon Wilkinson into his training 
squad for lhe Five Nations 
game with WaJcsai Twickenham 
tomorrow week- Jon who? You 
may well 'ask. 

Fbr the benefit of the massed 
ranks of red rose supporters who 
would not knew Wilkinson from 
Danbert Nobacon, England’s 
latest outside-half prodigy has 
spent the last year or so under- 
studying Rob Andrew at New- 
castle. Like Owen, he is just 1 S. 
Unlike Owen, he has blazed a 
trail into the national squad 
without wasting valuable time 
proving himself al Premiership 
level. Indeed, he has made only 
six appearances fbr the title-chal- 
lenging Geordies. 

While Wilkinson has no re- 
alistic chance of facing the Welsh 
- if by some extraordinary turn 
of events he were to take the 
field, be would make Arwel 
Thomas look positively middJe- 
aged - his temporary inclusion 
among the English filile still 
ranks as the mother of all fast- 
track promotions. There is 

melhod in Woodwards visionary 

madness, however, for the coach 
has long subscribed to the theo- 
ry' thm lhe b^ young English tal- 
ent should, whenever possible, be 
exposed to the unique almos- 
jihere of a Test build-up. 

“He’ll join us for training on 
Tuesday, then link up with the 
Under-21s for their maich wirh 
Wiles at Worcester a week to- 
day.” said Woodward, who has 
also recalled Andy Long, the 
Bath hooker prematurely 
capped against Australia last 
November before being 
dropped like a hot potato. 

“These are the young guys it 
is important to highlight for the 
World Cup next year and while 
Wilkinson won’t play for Eng- 
land this season unless there is 
a series of injuries to key play- 
ers. if I were picking now for 
that competition, he would 
probably be involved." 

There is no doubting Wilkin- 
son's central role in the vanguard 
of lhe coming generation. He 
scored 38 points during the 


Sailing 

Roi Cayand continues to teep EF Lan- 
in trie. lead as the Whitbread 


the World fleet 
southern ocean waves aid 
gusting up to 50 knots. Cayard, wpo 
expects to route Cape Horn tomor- 
row, compared condtions to the win- 
ter Olympics. 'Right now we are 
doing one of the (SsdpSnes - the 12 - 
man Tuge.” he said. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 


, Bra): 1 EF _ 
yard 32189 mies to Ensri; 2 


PCa- 

Mnfcti 


(Swe) G Krantz 25 mtes behind : 3 Merit Cup 
i Monaco) G DaUon +86; 4 Toshiba (US) P 
StarKteridga +KJi; 5 IrmowWon Kvaerrai 
(NoO K Frosted +XW. 8 ChesaffR«ang (US) 
DSrnth + Bl; 7 Brunei SirapvfNahJfl rtarv 
er +197; 8 SBi Cut (GB) Lfinvlti +508. B EF 
Education (Swe) C Gutiou +1007 

Tennis 

ST PETERSBURG MEN’S 0PB< SMes, 
second round: D Ntacoh (C r Rep) bt J Knjp- 
schfld (Ger) 6-22-1 ret; C PWha (Rr) In J Van 
Her* (Bed 6-3 S4: M Rosa* (Swt) W 0 De- 
laJira (Frj 6-i 8-a 

DUBAI MEN’S OPEN Stegtes, ncond round: 
J Bprkman (Swe) U M toman (Swel 
6-2: C Moya iSp) bl A Cosa (Spl 7-6 B* N 


Today’s fixtures 


Football , 

FA CUP FIFTH ROUND 
Sheffield Utd v Resting (SJ1). 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 

Cambridge Uld w Lincoln Ctty (7-45).™ 

CoictieMar v MansOeM (7^3) 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND Premier Division: St Patricks 
Attieds v Deny City (735). 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier DMatan: Stewarts & Uoyds Ccxby 
V Karipflcn (730L 

Cricket 

THIRD TEST MATCH (First day. inetedes 
WSSt 

TWO UNOFFICIAL TEST (First dsy of four, 

Rugby League 
StoK CUT CHALLENGE CUP Fbmfli roumt 
Featitaretooo Lions v Hid Kingstan Rovers 
(745) far Feathefstone Rovets): F or a r u m v 
Workington (730) (at WMeftaronJ. 

Basketball 

UNI-BALL TROPHY Semi-flnal second leg: 
Nwcastte Eagles (76) v London Towers J9E) 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: Scotttti Open (Aberdeen) 


England IS Group’s junior 
Grand Slam last season and 

shone for the Underpin therr 

victory over France Youth in 
Mazamel a week ago- According 
io Dove Aired, England s kick- 
inecoacfa, he is already one of thL 
msi prodigious hoofers of a rug- 
bvhall in the British game. 

Woodward lias uol restrict- 
ed his baby-snatching to Wilkin- 
son and Long, either. George 
Chutcr, the 21 -year-old Saracen, 
is one of four honkers in a 

man squad bolstered by die re- 
turn from injury of Rivard 
CockeritL Only Donan V\est, 
Cockerfll’s deputy at WeUord 
Road, has been omined Erom 
the squad taken to Paris for last 
week's unsuccessful Five Na- 
tions opener with the French. 

The Welsh, meanwhile, opt- 
ed to declare their hand early tw 
naming a starting line-up yes- 
terday arid it showed only one 
change from the side that beat 
Italy last weekend, Colin Charvis 
replacing Rob Appleyard on 
the blind-side flank. Chams 
was within touching distance of 
selection for last summer's Lions 
lour of when he suffered a seri- 
ous groin condition. 

“Appleyard can count him- 
self unfortunate but Colin 
brings the instincts of a hall-win- 
ning open-side to the short-side 
position and wc can use his ex- 
plosive power in both attack and 
defence," the Welsh coach, 
Kevin Bowring, said. 

Fur a coach under no little 
pressure. Bowring sounded re- 
markably upbeat about his 
chances of masterminding a 
first Welsh victory at Twicken- 
ham since Adrian Hadley's two- 
try haul stopped the sweet 
chariot in its tracks .precisely a 
decade ago. “1 have a good deal 
of respect for the way Clive 
Wbodward is trying to play the 
game, but there is quite obvi- 
ously a doubt in English minds 
at the moment.'* he said. 

ENGLAND SQUAD (Five Nations' ChwnpKUK 
■NR v WUm. Twickenham. 21 Fab) Backs-. 
MCatt M Perry (bath RaBn D Bee* fSflei. A 
HeNcy. W Grewweood (bOBi Lacs* J Oacoft. 
P Da GJonvifla (both 5ateL P Grayson 
(Norihani|*m J WiJWnson (NetnosUe K 
Bracken (Saracens) M Dawson itoteanv&m 
FBnmrttsrJ Leonard DGariorth, 

G Ro n trea IbCte Lees) P Vickery ‘Gtovzzi. 
U Ragan iBatfi). R Cacherfll Oaes) G Ctniter 
i Saracens) A Long (Batol M Johnson •XacsL 
G Archer (Nenctsa?) 0 Gnrocock (Saaaenst 
LDoOagtio IWasps) R HU (Sefscons*. N Back 
(Letes). T Rodber iNonhamsL A Dlprose 
(Sararans). 

WALES.' N Jenkins (R*a«xttJ);)E»Bns/EaJhl 
A Bauman (Wcrimonte, S Gteba (Sjansoe. G 
ThomM(Carfte.AThoniOT(SMraeaaRHa» 
toy (CarJtt cmX): A Lewis iCartlfi. B WDoma 
(Rchnwcft Droung(CartUf) G LtaneOyn n-br- 
lecyrcv M Voyte (LteneS) C Charws |3.«T*a,. 
M WBttms (PontypnriJi S Qubmoa dtov 
mcndV Hoptocoroenta: W Radar iLJjnefii L 
Davtas (CanBfl P John fFTrtypttft R Apple- 
yard (Swansea). C Stephens iBrsJgondL L 
Miedoe. J Humphreys ftrcSti Canitt 


K«t« iGer) M T Muster lAull 7-6 VI Ftt- 
rara (SA) tr Bretl Steven (NZl 2* 6-« 6-3 F 
ManUb (Spl U B Becker (Ga; ■-•'a 
SAN JOBE MEirS TOURNAMENT Singles, 
drat round: J BuriBo iSpi ot A GoirCwn ill) 
&S6-1: JvanLoibm iNeih) WAGB:>efnLSi 
6-3 4-6 6-2: V Spadea (U5) t! U PhSppojs- 
ss (Ausj 6-4 6-3 Second rounc: T ‘■Uat »Geri 
bt G So! bud (SAi 6-2 6-3: J-M Gancd ‘US, 
tit T Nyrtehl (Swc) 6-4 7-6: « Oians ILS) tit 
G Basil (Swtij r-5 6-3; A Aosss* (US) M >3 
Kuerten (6.1 6-3 6-1 

PARIS WOMENTS INDOOR OPBJ Singles, 
Brel round: 5 PiBcowsta |Fr| b: S Appelmans 
(Ben 5-7 S3 6-1; J Novolna iCz Kepi W R 
Grande |li| 6-1 6-4, B PaUus lAutj bi 5 Fau- 
na (ft) 61 63: l Mack (Croat bi F l.ilsa lAigj 
67626-»;DVhnFtwa iBea) brWPraos iGan 
6762 7-6. 

LTA MEN'S TOURNAMENT (Chbjwefl) Sln- 
. Bocond round: D Van Udekr (Befi br j 
|GE) 7-6 6-4. K Hygl iS*») b! W 
i ialbi 7-e e- 1 
LTA WOMENS TOURNAMENT (Bnrtngharaj 
Stogies, qinrtor-fmals; J PuDir. iGSi b! M 
Egnrwa IRusl 06 62 64; J Ward (GB, bi H 
Moctmto IJupanj 62 7-5. u Parson (Smi 
bi O hwicva iRus) 63 76 



Henry Blofeld's t 
West Indies 
Update 

For the laiest news. ; 
views and regular ' 
updates call < 
Henry Blofeld's f : 
cricket line on: j 

0930 563 597 

I. dl' i'M per maw, jl all ling . » 


CRICKETLINE 

WEST INDIES 
V ENGLAND 




VERY LATEST! 
NEWS a SCORES 


0930 - 161-567 


5= THE OFFICIAL SEFIVICE OF THE 
“ ENGLISH CRICKET BOARD 

(.h.-se it,.-, v.Mpy, jjtinaj: «.£ 




IT’S A ROLLOVER! 

Draw <«»: U/3/B& _Thei winning numbers: aa, 32. 38, 42, 46, 49. Bonus number: 26. 
Total Sales: £30.098.873. Prize Fund: £13.544.492 (45% of ticket sales). 


NO. OF WINNERS 


Match 6 (Jackpot) 


AMOUNT FOR 
EACH WINNER 


TOTAL EACH TIER 


Match 5 plus bonus ball 

9 

£164,720 

£1.482.480 

Match 5 

439 

£2.110 


Match 4 

31.703 

£93 

£2.018.379 

Match 3 

427,899 

£10 

£4.278.990 ! 

TOTALS 

450,050 

i £13.524.200 J 


Breakage (prizes lutmdca do*n to mwed 


DreouDBe'iiw 4 THE NATIONAL LOTTERY' 

.^L?y- evefrt & ^ dlaaepancy in die atotwo. Bw dola comatoed in Carnetel central compuiw sysirm shall amii'l 
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All change at the Bridges Vialli the new Chelsea player-manager as breakdown in pay talks ends Dutch masters two ye § 



from 


A club in turmoil 


By Adam Szreter 


RUUD GULLIT’S tenure as 
player 'manager of Chelsea, 
came to an abrupt end after IS 
months yesterday when he was 
replaced in the same role by the 
former Italian international 
striker Gianluca Vialli, one of 
the first players signed for 
Chelsea by Gullit. 

The exact sequence of 
events that led to Gullit's de- 
parture remains unclear but 
Ken Bates, the Chelsea chair- 
man. said at a hastily arranged 
press conference at Stamford 
Bridge yesterday: “We were 
unable to match his demands.'’ 

Gullit appointed Chelsea 
manager in succession to Glenn 
Hoddle in the s umm er of 1996, 
had a contract which was due to 
expire in June of this year and has 
reportedly been locked in nego- 
tiations over a new contract with 
Chelsea’s managing director, 
Cbtin Hutchinson, since October. 

Yesterday, however, Gullit 
denied that he had been in- 
volved in talks prior to a meet- 
ing last Thursday. 

“I was astounded to find out 
from the media that I have been 
replaced as Chelsea coach by 
Gianluca Vialli. I was only 
asked to attend one meeting in 
the last six months to discuss the 
future. This meeting took place 
on 5 February, when Colin 
Hutchinson and myself talked 
very amicably about a new two- 
year extension to my contract. 

“At no time during my dis- 
cussion was there any doubt in 
my mind that I would re-sign. 
In fact, 1 specifically told any- 
one who asked that 1 would sign 
a new deal after more talks - 
there were no more talks. 

“I am committed to Chelsea, 
and in particular to the Ians, 
whose dreams I have tried so 
hard to fulffl. 

“It is incorrect for Colin 
Hutchinson to state that 
Chelsea Football Club tried to 



Meet the new boss: (From left) Colin Hutchinson (managing director), Gianluca Vialli (new player-manager), Gary S taker (translator) and Ken Bates (chairman) ring the changes yesterday Photographs. P^ 1 Jay 


negotiate with me for three 
months - there were no nego- 
tiations.” 

For his part, Hutchinson 
said in a statement yesterday: 
“Uncertainty about Ruud Gul- 
lit's future at Chelsea has 
dragged on for several months. 
We have been attempting to get 
Ruud to comm it to an extension 
to contract beyond his present . 
deal, which expires on 30 June 
1998, since last October. The 
delay has become potentially 
damag in g. Back-room staff with 
mortgages to pay couldn’t be 
sure they would be in a job af- 
ter the season ends. Because of 
Ruud's non-commitment we 
took the unusual step of guar- 
anteeing first-team manage- 


ment staff a further one year 
employment should Ruud leave 
and his successor not require 
their services. For the good of 
the dub-and planning for nest 
season the situation has had to 
be resolved... 

w Rnud and 1 met last Thurs- 
day. During a 40-minute meet- 
ing it was established Ruud was 
prepared to extend by two years. 
For our part, we indicated that 
we wished the new contract 
could be as a manager only. We 
believed this would allow Ruud 
more time to concentrate on the 
team and enable him to gel in- 
volved irf new areas like going 
out to watch potential players, 
assess up-coming opposition 
and spend more time working 


on technique and skills with in- 
dividual players afterthe normal 
training sessions. 

“We have appreciated that 
Ruud has found it increasingly 
difficult combining playing and 
managing, despite us easing 
his workload. Unfortunately 
while we were prepared to give 
Ruud a contract which we be- 
lieve would have made him the 
best-paid manager in the Pre- 
miership, we were not able to 
meet what he wanted and ex- 
pected. We simply could not af- 
ford what be was asking. 
Naturally this was disappoint- 
ing. Ruud was told at die end 
of the meeting that unfortu- 
nately the gap was too wide to 
allow further meaningful ne- 


gotiations and that we would 
need to actively pwsue lining up 
a replacement” 

Vialli was apparently ap- 
proached on Monday and was 
offered the job on Wednesday 
evening. According to Hutchi- 
son, Gullit did not hang around 
to hear the bad news. “I had a 
meeting with Ruud at 
lunchtime today,” Hutchinson 
said at yesterdays press con- 
ference. “But unfortunately it 
did not get as far as telling him 
that he was being replaced be- 
cause he derided to call an 
abrupt end to the meeting. 

Bates said: Tm sorry that it’s 
come to this but we had this 
problem two years ago when we 
had another manager [Glenn 


Hoddle] who wouldn’t make his 
min d up until April and as we 
were already planning for next 
season it was important to en- 
sure a smooth continuity. 

“There may be supporters 
who are sad that he is leaving 
and there may be others who 

take a contrary view but I am de- 
lighted to pay tribute to him. He 
took us on to a new plane as far 
as football was concerned. He 
helped make Chelsea one of the 
most talked about dubs in die 
world and he won us the EA Cup 
in his first season and will always 
be remembered for that. I'm sad 
he's leaving but one has to face 
up to facts " 

While speculation will 
abound regarding Gullit’s future 


- whether it lies in Ins native 
Netherlands or with bis former 
dub in Italy, Milan, or elsewhere 

— Vialli was looking forward to 
his new challenge. “Tm ab- 
solutely delighted and 1 have to 
say that 1 W3S amazed when Col- 
in asked me if I was available for 
the job,” he said. “This is the 
most unbelievable thing dial's 
happened in my career. 1 have 
a lot of great memories but this 
is something different even from 
the feeling of scoring a goal 

“Tm still a little confused but 
Tm very happy and I hope I can 
be the right person for the 
right job. 

“When Colin asked me if I 
was available, I called some 
good friends for advice and 


they told me that I was suitable. . _ 
But Tm just a beginner and I " 
know it’s going to be different 
from being a player. The sup- . 7; 
porters have been unbetiev- 
able with me over the past two - • C 
seasons and I would just ask 
them to keep supporting the/ 
club and the team. 


I know that for the players 


it will be a bit difficult to gov* 
through this unusual situation 
but I hope they can go through 
rt with maturity, which is the most 
important thing. 1 was one c*f the 
lads and 1 still am, but some 
thin gs will have to change and , 
what I want to do is improve the 
relationship between the man- 
ager and the players which is the . 
key to any successful team.” _ 


Vialli, the Michelangelo of Stamford Bridge 


The new manager 


By Guy Hodgson 


WHEN Vujadin Boskov, the 
Yugoslav coach of Sampdoria, 
was asked to describe Gianlu- 
ca Vialli, he did not bold back. 
“He defends like a tiger,” he 
said, “attacks tike a lion and is 
sharper than a puma.” It re- 
mains to be seen whether he has 
the managerial wisdom of an 
owl 

There were several para- 
doxes about the announcement 
that the 33-year-old Italian 


striker will become Chelsea’s 
player-manager, not least of 
which is that he is stQl at Stam- 
ford Bridge. For much of his 
time under Ruud Gullit, Vialli 
appeared to be on his way out 
Only last May, as Vialli was 
about to be grven a desultory 
two-minute appearance in 
Chelsea’s FA Cup final win 
over Middlesbrough, Gullit ap- 
peared to have decided that his 
first signing as Chelsea manag- 
er would stay only for a season. 
“I don’t want arty player to 
leave, every player here is wel- 
come to stay,” he said. “But if 


the player himself has said he 
wants to leave, tbeD it is diffi- 
cult” There was no doubt who 
be had in mind. 

Vialli joined Chelsea in 
1996, a few weeks after helping 
Juventus win the European 
Cup. It w3s the climax of a ca- 
reer that had begun with his lo- 
cal club, Cremonese, was 
nurtured under Boskov at 
Sampdoria and reached full 
flower at the Stadio deDe AlpL 

A strong player who was de- 
scribed as clumsy as a young- 
ster, but who achieved a 
delicacy of touch in his late 20s, 


he signed for Juventus in 1992 
for a then world record of 
£12m. Three years later he was 
world player of the year. “He 
is," Gianni Agnelli, the Juven- 
tus owner, said: “the Michelan- 
gelo of the Sistine Chapel A 
sculptor who can transform 
himself into a painter." 

The 1996 European Cup fi- 
nal was a bitter-sweet mo- 
ment for Vialli, who lifted the 
trophy knowing it would be bis 
last game for the clnb. Juven- 
tus had offered him only a 
year's contract with no im- 
provement in wages. “There 


are ways of making a player un- 
wanted,” he said.” 

His free-iransfer status 
templed Arsenal and Rangers, 
but he plumped for Chelsea, or 
rather fashionable London, 
si gning a three-year deal worth 
£4.2m. Soon he was ensconced 
in a Knightsbridge flat, his dis- 
tinctive shaven bead frequent- 
ly seen at the Italian restaurant, 
San Lorenzo’s. 

“London was always my 
dream," he said. “It was a mat- 
ter of image. Moving from one 
club to another is never easy. It 
had to be a radical change.” 


Vialli began only 25 games 
for Chelsea in 1996-97, while 
this season, despite Gullit fre- 
quently singling him out for 
praise, he has started only eight. 
Yet he h3S scored seven goals. 
In charge now, Vialli can select 
himself as often as he tikes. 

He is hugely popular with his 
supporters and he embarks on 
his new career at a fortuitous 
moment. Not many begin man- 
agement with their team one 
match away from.Wembley and 
second in the Premiership. 

The puma, the lion and the 
tiger have landed on their feet. 


The king is dead, long live the king 


Ruud Gullit 

1982: Bom Sutoam. 

197& Signed for Haariem 

1981: Mkto totot na Mon ffl dflbuL 

1982: Joined Feyanoord 

1G8& Jotted PSV Bnlam 

1987: Stoned by Man for £&5m Euopmn 

and Wand Footballer t* the Year. 

1888: Housed Man to HaBan Mb. Captained 
lU ft at rt a EtmpM n Ch mifuteM p. 
1889: Wins Euapvan (Xp Man 
1990: Wins sectTTd European (Xp agatt 
1992: Whs second ItaBan tUa wHh Man 
1993: Mto third ttatei Ms Man baton 

joktog Sampdoria. 

1094: Retired from fertornattonaf toottnl 
Moms bat* to Man tar sawn merths be- 
ton lauiitog ip S h ny u cria. 

1 985: Signs two-year contract CTwJsaa. 
198ft Apponted ptoyercaarfi to succawton 
toGtemHodda 

1997: Glides Chefeee to swth place In the 
PnmtorjMp and wins theFACXyi 
19B8: Sacked as Chelsea manager. 


Gianluca Vialli 

1984: Bom Cremona. 

1 B80-84: Signs tor Gromonom 
198ft John Sampdoria tor Oftn. 

1985: Makes intematjoral debut 
1989: Loses to Baioatona to Brapoan 
Cup-Wtonertf Cup bnL . 

1990: Whs Euppean OpWratf Oup, 
l tvrtce to Ira. Takes part fei.WMd 


scoring tvrtc 
Ov to Italy. 

1991 : Wtoa amen title Sarrpdoria. 
1992: Lose* European Q*> Anal taBwce- 
tone at Wamblay 

1992: Moms to Juventus tor wortomcord 
Etanlee. 

1988: Ueta C^j efrnat 




1995 Wins the ttatan League amUX? 

«rotma 


doubia \totad Wtorid Player of the Msec 
as Jim 
CMaea on 


199ft Wins Eiaopwo fty as Jiwentus 
Joins 


baa Ajax o n penalties, 
free transfer 
1997; Whs FA Cup 

198ft Becomw Chetoaa pl^w-managac 
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Thursday's sofa (Ion 



. ACROSS 

1 Scottish official job involv- 
ing a good deal of travel 


5 Struggle to produce combi- 
nation of grain and fruit (7) 
9 Unusual treatment applies 


when ailing, having caught 

..... . 


18 Merrily 

encountered in 

21 fcul embraced by 
Madeleine (51 

22 Uncommon description of 
a beanpole laid flat? 


cold in the first place (7,8) 

10 Goddess or some other at 
Olympus (5) 

11 Church worker caught 
twisted gentleman m the 
grip of the Devil (9) 

12 Teams with polish will get a 
glance (9) 

14 What may be used to re- 
strain members in strikes? 


C4A3.6) 
23 Opt 


beanp 

ijJjS) 

>hers possibly having a 

round shape (7) 

24 Haunt of thieves around 
City clearly lacking in heart 

and goodness (7) 


5 Bird. or. on part of coat of 
arms (9) 

6 Violin used in dramatics 
(5) 

7 When there’s zero profit in 
having committed oneself? 
(5,2^6) 

8 Motors with English and 


(5) 


15 Crackers decorated with 

coils? (5) . 

16 Item of womens under- 
wear affected Attic poet 

(9) 


DOWN 

1 Own bodyguard is c hasing 
vigilante group (7) 

- finished rebuilding the 

road in West Devon 
(43,4,4) 

L°ve in my soul dissipated 
fa a worrying way (9) 

More thnn nno ciiw {q|. 


13 Ill-considered and almost 
rude, t see (9) 

14 Dashing round unseated ri- 
val like a mediaeval 
knight? (9) 

15 Crowds supporting the 
French religious represen- 
tatives (7) 


17 Stayed up (not half) danc- 
ing Jot Mardi C 


r; . . , 

More than one story fi 

lows on the radio? (5) 


Gras? (7) 

19 Astonish the liule woman 
with gold (5) 

20 Cockney, finally: “1 ’ad ‘old 
of the crop” (5 ) 


Cold, aloof and ruthless, yet 
his appeal was magnetic 


The departing hero 


By Clive White 
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WE KNEW it would have to 
end one day. so there can be no 
regrets about Ruud Gullit’s 
leaving. Two and a half years 
was more than most of us ex- 
pected him to stay when Glean 
Hoddle pulled off one of the 
transfer coups of the decade. 
There is not a football fan in the 
country, no matter his persua- 
sion, who cannot say that he did 
not feel just a tittle bit more 
proud about the English game 
for Gullit's involvement in it. 

Probably no other footballer 
in the world could have done 
more, by his mere presence, to 
lift the profile of the English 
game abroad. He has been a 
godsend to the Premiership 
and doubtless their paymas- 
ters, Sky Television, too. 

It is a mark of Gullit's stand- 
ing in the game that he should 
have become the first blade man- 
ager in the Premiership without 
attyone ever commenting on the 
fecL Furthermore, that it should 
have been at a club where 10 
years earlier another black play- 
er, Paul CanoviUe, was hounded 
out because of racial abuse. 

Gullit has never been the 
sort to he fazed by such prob- 
lems. His self-confidence, which 
at times borders on arrogance, 
was apparently invested in him 
by his father, a self-made man 
who emigrated to the Nether- 
lands from Suri nam 

And yet despite his apparent 
popularity with the public at 


large, Gullit has had his detrac- 
tors here and for reasons that 
bad nothing to do with racial 
prejudice. Perhaps because the 
game comes so easy to him, he 
is not as passionate as some 
would tike. “Look, there are a 
lot of other things in life,” he 
once said “When I am at home 
I don't even think or talk about 
football. It's not ray whole life. 
1 tike it, 1 tike playing it I do not 
tike talking about it" 

If he is not commenting on 
a match for television, Gullit 



rarely goes to games. He left 
Chelsea's scouting to other 
people. In fact, he had to be per- 
suaded to go and watch even his 
own teams play, other than the 
Erst XI of course. And yet, in 
other respects, he was the ulti- 
mate professional. When 
Chelsea won 6-1 at Tottenham 
recently, one might have ex- 
pected someone as laid-back as 
Gullit to be putting his feet up 
in the dug-out. Not a bil of iL 
Even at 4-1 he was up on his feet 
cajoling his players, urging them 
on to greater heights. 

Yet players want to pity for 
him like few other managers. His 
appeal is magnetic. While Hod- 
dle succeeded in luring Gullit to 


England in the twilight of his ca- 
reer, it is doubtful whether even 
be would have had sufficient ca- 
chet to attract some of SerieA's 
leading players tike Gianfranco 
Zola and Gianluca Vialli. 

Gullit can be ruthless fa his 
determination to succeed. Prob- 
ably no other manager in Eng- 
land could have got away with 
leaving out Vialli as often as he 
has, as well as other players of 
similar standing such as Zola 
and Mark Hughes. 

There have been stories that 
he is uncaring, cold to the point 
of indifference and aloof with his 
players. But then so was Brian 
Clough and countless other 
great managers. “As far as he is 
concerned,” his assistant, Gra- 
ham Rix, said recently, “he is 
treating them no differently 
from the way he was treated 
when he was a player in Milan 
at the top of his career and found 
himself left on the bench.” 

Gullit has enjoyed his Eng- 
lish experience. In Italy he 
found it difficult to escape at- 
tention, even in a city as large 
as Milan. Privacy is respected 
even less there than it is here 
and there has been minimal in- 
trusion into his private life, in- 
cluding his relationship with 
Johan Cruyff’s daughter. “It’s 
because I lived my life so seri- 
ously over there,” he has said, 
“that I now feel so free over 
here, playing and managing 
Chelsea, living in London, go- 
fag to gigs and (he cinema and 
just having fan.” 

All good things, though, 
must come to an end. 


Laser correction 
for Short-sight 
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Our specialist doctors can permanently 
short-sight and astigmatism using the 
advanced lasers with a technique which is now 
years old. After a thorough eye examinati 

consultation you receive between 15 to 90 s 

laser treatment and go home shortly afterwa 
Having performed over 37,000 treatments 
1992, OPTTMAX has established itself as 1 " 


largest provider of laser treatment in the TJK- 

the morning 


o — — r 8-i.^w.fc* 

“ To wake up in flu 
and see perfectly 



Patient . 

Pal Sargent, 

Songwriter. 

London 
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LASER EVE CLINICS: 

M-T74 



Phone now for your 
free information pack 

0990-14 0314 
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